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NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMMES
WITH EUROPEAN DIMENSIONS

THE VALLEY OF THE STROUMA RIVER IN ANTIQUITY

Georgi Mitrev
Department of History and Archaeology, “Paisij Hilendarski” Plovdiv University
24 Tsar Assen Str., 4000 Plovdiv, Bulgaria
E-mail: gmmitrev@yahoo.com

Abstract

The presented studies are part of
the research project “Historical and Ar-
chaeological Researches in Rhodope
Mountains and in the valley of the
Strouma River” financed by the Nation-
al Science Fund of the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Science under contract
‘a0A0BY02/92”. The main focus is on the
study of the ethnic and demographic
issues in the Strouma valley through
Antiquity (from the archaic age until
the Roman age). In the first part is
chronologically traced the information
of the ancient authors about Thracian
tribes in these territories. Various hy-
potheses in the modern historiography
are commented and are offered new or
possible solutions. The second part
deals with the available information
about the location of significant urban
centers along the middle course of
Strouma River. Also proposed are new
localizations of Heracleia Sintica, Skot-
oussa, Tristolos, Petra etc.

TRIBES AND SETTLEMENTS IN

THE VALLEY OF THE STROUMA
RIVER IN ARCHAIC AND CLASSIC-
AL EPOCHS

Strymon in the notions of au-
thors from the Archaic epoch. The
review of literary and historiographical
testimony that has reached our times
is aimed at demonstrating the separate
steps in the penetration in and ac-
quaintance with the Strymon valley by
the Hellenes, marking tribal territories
and the basic directions of migration
movements throughout the Archaic
era. In Homer’s epics the Strymon is
not present but is discovered in his
later notes only. In relation to the ori-
gin of the Thracian king Rhesus, for
example, Homer said he was a son of
Eioneus (Hom. II. X, 435). Hesiod was
the first author mentioning the Stry-
mon, which proves that the river was
known to the Greeks as early as at the
dawn of Archaic times (Hes. Theog.
337-339). At the same time, a little
later on, Archilochus who lived in the
7t century B.C., wrote about the beau-
tiful spots around the flow of the Siris,
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obviously referring to the same river, in
the land above the ancient lake Tahino
(Archiloch. lamb. Fr. 18). This raises
the question whether during the Archa-
ic era the name Strymon was related
to the whole stream of today’s
Strouma river? In that early epoch
Greek authors knew well just the area
around the river mouth where the
Eioneus settlement was located and
generally the area around the Pangae-
on Mountain. Therefore it is possible to
assume that probably only that portion
of the river had the name Strymon.
Moreover, the Tahino lake (dried up
nowadays) was there and the Strymon
actually flew from it. Where did that
river flow come from, according to the
notions of Greeks from the Archaic
era, did it come from the north or from
the east? Is it not possible that initially
the Agagitis river was related to it?

The writings of ancient Greek po-
ets and playwrights depict two major
communities in that region. The Paeo-
nians, who were settled along the
Strouma valley and to the east of the
Aggitis valley and in the surroundings
of the Pangaeon Mountain and the
Pelasgians, who were situated to the
west of the lower stream of the
Strouma. There is also the memory of
the dominions of the ancient Thracian
ruler Rhesus. The Edones were also
familiar but with no specific data what-
soever.

On the border between 6t and 5t
century B.C. the logographers had
more considerable knowledge about
the Strouma valley, more specifically
Hecataeus of Miletus. He knew the
area along the lower stream of the
Strymon quire well. He was aware of
the Paeonians settled there. He even
left interesting ethnographic notes
about them. Based on the information
provided by Hecataeus, it is possible
to assume the location of several

tribes and settlements. For example,
the Trisplae could be related to the
lowland territories along the lower
stream of the Strouma, to the south-
east of today’s Lake Kerkini. There are
no serious reasons to doubt that the
Disorae were so named by Hecataeus,
simply because they inhabited the
Dysoron Mountain. More specifically
they could be related to the eastern
slopes of the Dysoron and to the lands
westwards from the Trisplae. Hec-
ataeus also knew about the existence
of the Paeonian settlement of
Galepsus; of the settlements Phagret
and Aigialos at the Strymon. East-
wards and northwards from the lower
stream of the Strymon, as far as the
Nestos valley some more tribes men-
tioned by Hecataeus were situated:
Darsioi, identical with Dersaioi, ac-
cording to Herodotus (VII, 110) and
Thucydides (I, 101, 3); Datyleptoi, to
the east of Pangaeon, in relation to the
region and settlement Daton; Satrae
and Satrokentai, identical with the
Herodotus’ Satrae (Hecat. fr. 156, 157,
175, 177, 181). To the west in the dir-
ection of the Axios river, by the Ther-
maic Gulf and along the Chalkidiki
river the Sindonaioi were situated as
well as the Thracian settlement of
Chalastre, the Greek colonies Therme,
Smila, Lipaksos, Mekiberna, Sermili
and others (Hecat. fr. 146, 147, 148,
149, 150, 151). To the west of the
Strymon the Crestonaioi were also
situated. Evidence indicates that the
name of that old Thracian settlement
was Crestone and not Creston.

The information provided by
Herodotus about the tribes and set-
tlements in the Strouma valley. The
data provided by Herodotus does not
quite leave the regions of the Lower
Strouma either. But Herodotus traveled
and had his own observations. In this
sense his notes about the Lower
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Stouma are a significant step forward
in the getting to know Southwestern
Thrace. When exactly he visited the
Strymon and Macedonia is hard to
state but nevertheless analyses give
us grounds to assume it was within the
time interval between 454 — 453 B.C.
(See ®on 1977: 10). In his journey
around that area, Herodotus passed
by the Paeonian city of Siris (today’s
Seres), along the Prasiada lake
(nowadays most frequently identified
as the lake Kerkini) and in proximity to
the Orbelos Mountain (nowadays most
frequently identified as the Belasitsa
Mountain) (compare lepos 1961: 167-
168). From there he headed west-
wards to Macedonia and did not go to
the north, i.e. into the Middle Strouma.
So, that area still remains outside the
field of vision of ancient Greek literary
tradition. This has, of course its ex-
planation as Herodotus mainly fol-
lowed in his description the route of
Persian troops along the Aegean Sea
coast toward Greece. Concerning the
conquering activities of Persians in
Thrace beforehand, at the end of the
6t century BC, Herodotus has limited
his information to just a few contradict-
ory sentences. Only the military cam-
paign against Paeonians was
described in detail and just because it
was related to the lands of the Lower
Strouma, which Herodotus had visited
personally and so he had the stories of
eye-witnesses or local legends at hand
(Hdt. V, 12-17).

In relation to the military activities
of Megabazus, Mardonius and Xerxes,
and also within the context of his per-
sonal visit, Herodotus mentioned the
name and certain data of a large num-
ber of Thracian tribes in the lower
stream of the Strymon valley. They in-
clude: Siriopaiones, Paeoplae, the an-
onymous Paeonians around the lake
Prasiada and the Pangaeon Mountain,

Doberes, Agrianes, Odomantes, Der-
saioi, Satrae, Satrokentai, Pieres,
Edones, Bisaltae etc. An essential part
of the present research is devoted to
these tribes. There is additional in-
formation about some of these tribes
highlighting the migration processes in
the studied region. The general trend
observed is a movement of the tribes
from the south to the north, from the
lower stream to the middle and upper
stream of the Strouma and from the
Axios valley to the Strymon valley. The
reasons for those refugee streams
were: in the first place, the Persians’
actions at the end of the 4t century
and during the first two decades of the
5t century B.C., and in the second
place the military actions of Macedoni-
ans in the context of Greek-Persian
wars and after the Persian retreat.
However, in order to specify more pre-
cisely certain details of the events
mentioned, it would be necessary to
take into account some information as
provided by Thucydides.

In Herodotus’ History there are
also a few notes with hints about the
Thracians along the middle and upper
stream of the Strymon. One of them is
the story with the stolen chariot of Xer-
xes (Hdt. VIIl, 11). Another one con-
cerns the religious beliefs of the
Thracians who lived further in the
lands above the Krestones (probably
to the north and more generally in the
region of the Middle Strouma) (Hdt. V
5, 1). Their anonymity, however, indic-
ates that Herodotus did not have clear
and specific data of the population
along the middle and upper flow of the
Strouma.

The information provided by
Thucydides about the tribes and
settlements in the Strouma valley.
Thucydides substantially expanded the
horizons of ancient Greeks in terms of
the inland of Thrace and particularly
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about the middle and upper streams of
the Strymon. That happened on the
background of the Peloponnesian War,
more specifically in relation to the
march of the Odrysian king Sitalces
against the Macedonian king Perdikas
[I'in 429 B.C.

Thucydides knew that The Stry-
mon sprang up from the Scombros
Mountain, and he meant the Mountain
of Vitosha under said name. After that
Strymon flew through the lands of the
Paeonian tribes Graaeans and Laeae-
ans (Thuk. Il, 96, 3). These along with
other Paeoninan tribes were the ulti-
mate western peoples ruled over by
Sitalces. According to Thucydides
there were other Paeonian tribes in the
Upper Strouma valley as well, as he
explicitly noted that Sitalces had also
put those under his reign. It is not pos-
sible to state where exactly they were
situated.

It is hardly occasional that in rela-
tion to that campaign Thucydides
wrote about the Graei and the Laei
along the Upper Strouma and even
about the Treri and Tilatei to the north
of Vitosha. Maybe this is exactly the
spot through which Sitalces route or at
least part of Sitalces army had passed
through the Sofia Field and down-
wards aslong the Strouma stream as
far as Vlahina and the Maleshev
Mountain, Sitalces reached the
Kerkine Mountain. Here the story
briefly mentions the Middle Strouma
region. According to Thucydides,
Kerkine was an uninhabited mountain
and border between the Sintoi and the
Paeonians (Thuk. Il, 98, 1). Various
assumptions exist in relation to the loc-
ation of this mountain. If we bear in
mind the fact that Sitalces descended
from the north to the south most gen-
erally between the Strymon and Axios,
it then becomes clear that Kerkine was
a mountain or mountain range situated

approximately in the same direction. It
seems acceptable to identify the
Maleshev Mountain with Ograzhden.
At this point of the story, the Sintoi and
the Maedi were mentioned in ancient
historiography for the first time. It is
just then that they came into the sight
of Thucydides and caught his attention
but bearing in mind that he mentioned
them only once or twice and never
said anything more about them it is
clear that they remained outside the
route and actions of Sitalces. The or-
der of listing, first the Sintoi, and then
the Maedi must not be misleading that
the Maedi were southwards from the
Sintoi, because that most generally
said was the direction that Sitalces fol-
lowed. The Maedi were to the east of
the Sintoi. The Strouma river was out-
lined as the border between the Sintoi
and the Maed,i.

Thucydides wrote that after
passing Kerkine the Thracian troops
‘reached Dober in Paeonica” (Thuk. II,
98, 2). It certainly seems they have
passed through the ridge of the moun-
tain because they did not affect the
local tribes. The question of the loca-
tion and status of Dober has not been
answered. If we assume that Kerkine
is identical in its southern part with
today’s Ograzhden, then the settle-
ment of Dober must be searched in the
Strumeshnitsa (Strumitsa) river valley,
particularly in its middle stream.

Sitalces’ military activities in the
southwestern direction caused serious
disturbance among the autonomous
Thracian tribes although he was care-
ful to avoid passing through their ter-
ritories. Up to that moment no
Odrysaean ruler or his armies had in-
terfered so directly into events in
Southwestern Thrace. It is quite obvi-
ous form the information provided by
Thucydides that Thracian tribes in the
territories between the Lower Strouma



National Scientific Programmes with European Dimensions

and Lower Mesta — Panei, Odomantes,
Droi and Dersaioi, preserved their
political independence. The same is
true about the Maedi located immedi-
ately to their north.

The information provided by
Aristotle and his students. Interest-
ing data about the Strymon valley and
its vicinity is contained in some of Aris-
totle’s and Aristotle students’ writings.
This data is connected primarily with
the flora and fauna but it also has a
bearing on the problems of local top-
onymy and ethnonyms. At the same
time such data marks the gradual pen-
etration of Hellenes into the interior of
the Strouma valley and the partial fa-
miliarization with the region of the
middle and upper stream. In relation to
this information the question that is
raised concerns the location of the
Mesapion (Hesaynon) Mountain. The
opinion that it was the name of today’s
Vlahina Mountain seems acceptable.

The anonymous Pseudo-Aristotle
also provided interesting information. It
is, however, too uncertain to be used
as grounds for significant conclusions
concerning the region’s geography.
From that information the later and
contemporary authors commented
most frequently on the issue of hard
coal along the Ponthos river. The pre-
vailing opinion is that the river was the
Stroumeshnitsa (Strumitsa) but there
is no strong evidence to support that.

Pseudo-Aristotle was also the au-
thor of a text telling about the exist-
ence of a large and beautiful temple of
Dionysus in Southwestern Thrace,
more specifically in the disctrict of Cre-
stonia. As of the present moment the
localization of this sanctuary seems an
impossible task. There is the essential
question of whether or not this proph-
ecy temple is identical with another
one known to Aristotle, namely a
Ligyrian one hypothetically situated by

Al. Fol in “Western and Southwestern
Thrace” (®on 1990: 186; 1991: 153).
Certain individual motes about
the Strymon valley have been related
to Theophrastus as well. They are in
connection with the flora and fauna
along the lower stream of the river.

PROBLEMS OF TOPONYMY
AND URBANIZATION IN THE
MIDDLE STROUMA DURING THE
HELLENISTIC AND THE ROMAN
EPOCHS

Sintia (Sintice) - Heracleia
Sintica (Heracleia Strymnos). On the
land belonging to Rupite, in Petrich
municipality, which is known in the sci-
entific literature mostly with its old
names Shirbanovo and Muletarovo, is
situated one of the most significant ar-
chaeological complexes in the Middle
Strouma valley. Today there are three
hypotheses about the name of the an-
cient town which is situated here -
Petra, Orhtopolis and Tristolos. The
archaeological researches indicate the
presence of materials mainly from the
Hellenistic, the Roman and the Late
ancient epoch. They allow to make the
following suppositions: during the Hel-
lenistic period the town occupied its
largest area and leads to the conclu-
sion that if it is not situated in the re-
gion of the Sintoi then it surely lies on
the border between the Sintoi and the
Maidoi (Maedi).

Furthermore, these researches
make clear to a certain extent the sig-
nificance of the smaller archaeological
monuments with civil and religions
character, which are situated near the
town, including the necropolises.

On 25 March, 2002, a group of
treasure-hunters was caught in a po-
lice campaign. They were trying to
take out of a necropolis (near Cerven-
ite skali) a solid marble stele with an
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inscription in Latin (24 lines). It was
secondary used in the building of a
tomb, probably from the Late ancient
period (4t — 6t century).

The content of the inscription is
an indication of its official character.
Emperor Galerius and Caesar Max-
iminus Daia’s decree from the end of
the year 307 and the first third of 308
A.D., is written on the marble stele. It
is addressed to the quattuorviri and
the decuriones of the Heracleians (sa-
lutem dicunt 1l viris et decc(urionibus)
Heracleotarum). The name of the set-
tlement and its statute are categoric-
ally given. This is civitas
Heracleotarum — the city of the Her-
acleians! It is obvious for us that it is
Heracleia Sintica (Mutpes, Tapakos
2002: 25-32; Mitrev 2003: 263-272;
Mutpes 2005: 181-187).

Apart from the information about
the name of the ancient settlement
near Rupite, the newly found inscrip-
tion contains a valuable information
about the statute of Heracleia. The de-
cree gives the symbols and the right of
civitas to be the fatherland of the Her-
acleians (ornamentis et iure civitatis
patriam vestram nobilitare cuper-
emus). Even in lines 6-7 it is said that
earlier the city has had such rights too,
but to a little extent. Among the reas-
ons for their actual reinstatement three
things are emphasized. The inherent
love of Galerius and Maximinus Daia
towards the country; their desire for a
greater approval of their thoughtful-
ness and benevolence; and the state-
ment of the native residents that this
civil community of the Heracleians ex-
isted in the past.

The newly found inscription poses
several problems regarding the histor-
ical geography of the region. It is ne-
cessary to rationalize in detail the
hypotheses about the ethnical aspect
and the tribal boundaries in the Middle

10 °

Strouma valley during the antiquity;
about the localization of some settle-
ments known from the written sources
and the archaeological researches;
about their place in the Macedonian
kingdom and within the Roman
province Macedonia. This convincing
proof concerning the location of Her-
acleia Sintica makes necessary the
new reading of the records about the
ancient history and archaeology in the
region of Middle Strouma.

Skotoussa and the ,, Scotusaei
liberi’. References to the ancient town
of Skotoussa and the community of the
Skotoussaians, who inhabited the val-
ley of the Strymon River, are rarely en-
countered in literary sources. A few
brief notes about them can be found in
the manuscripts of Strabo (VII, frg.
36), Pliny Maior (IV, 10, 35; IV, 11, 42),
Claudius Ptolemaeus (Ill, 12, 28), and
in the Tabula Peutingeriana (fr. 7). A
new epigraphic monument from the
time of Heracleia Sintica suggested a
more careful study of the Skotoussai-
ans (Mutpes 2005, 185-186 — earlier
publication). Discovered in 2002 on
the site of the village of Rupite, Petrich
municipality, it is now stored in the Ar-
chaeological Museum in Sandanski.
This is a rectangular, 7-10 cm-thick
stele measuring 88 cm in width and 83
cm in height. The transcription and
translation are not difficult to decipher:
“Gaios, son of Loukios, a Skotussaian,
and a Heracleian too, and Ulpia Para-
mona (placed) for their son Gaios”. In
lines 1-3, reference is made to Gaios,
son of Loukios, who was called
Skotussaian, but who was also known
by the name Heracleian. The order in
which the ethnicons ‘Skotussaian’ and
‘Heracleian’ are wused is significant
evidence that Gaios, son of Loukios,
originated from Skotussa (Skotoussa),
but migrated to Heracleia, which can
explain the reason why he is referred
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to in two ways in the inscription. Ap-
parently, he permanently settled down
in Heracleia, as this was the place
where both the epitaph and his son’s
grave were found. In line 4, there is
reference to the mother, Ulpia Para-
mona, of the deceased man. Gaios,
the deceased son, is mentioned in line
5. It will be reasonable to propose that
the date of the new inscription from
Heracleia is the 2" century A.D.
Everything said so far is sufficient
enough to suggest the need to search
for Skotoussa in the vicinity of the
Strymon, in the eastbound direction. In
the vast zone thus demarcated, the
site of the city can be pinpointed with
the help of the data from the Tabula
Peutingeriana. As already said, this
has been done several times in mod-
ern historiography. The new moment
here follows from the definite localiza-
tion of Heracleia Sintica at the village
of Rupite, district of Petrich. The four
Roman miles or approximately 6 km,
well-known from the Tabula Peutingeri-
ana, should be added in the eastbound
and southeastbound directions to-
wards the Rupel Pass on the assump-
tion that the road ran along this pass
or east of it, and provided that we are
at the same time guided by the already
established location of Skotoussa to
the east of the Strymon. There are suf-
ficient grounds for hypothesizing that
the territory of the ancient Skotoussa
was in the area where the rivers Pir-
inska Bistritza and Melnishka flow into
the River Strouma. At this place, in the
vicinity of the villages Gorno Span-
chovo — Vranya — Katuntzi, once was
the site of an important ancient centre.
B. Gerov recognizes the possibility
that the city was located under the vil-
lage of Gorno Spanchovo, on the left
bank of the river Pirinska Bistritza,
while smaller settlements of the kome
type existed at Vranya-Katuntzi-Piper-

itza, Melnik and Petrovo. However, B.
Gerov’s idea that centre was Philippo-
polis in Paporbelia (Orbelia) will be
hardly possible in view of the new loc-
alization of Heracleia at the village of
Rupite (lepos 1961, 208-209). If the
information in the Tabula Peutingeri-
ana is followed word-for-word, it will be
found that the settlement which best
corresponds to the indicated distance
of four Roman miles is the ancient vil-
lage in the vicinity of Vachovitza
(Dabo) near the village of Vranya.

The question about the status of
Skotoussa and its autonomy in particu-
lar is of essential importance. There is
no evidence available about the time
of origin of this settlement and the
rights it had. Considering the repeated
reference to the geographic proximity
with Heracleia Sintica, though, it
seems logical to assume that although
Skotoussa existed during the Hellen-
istic period it not differ from a village
(kome). Pliny Maior points out that the
Skotoussaians were one of the 150
‘populi” in Macedonia, meaning, un-
doubtedly, the Roman province of
Macedonia. It can be assumed that
even during the period of the 2" and
1st centuries B.C., Skotoussa was still
a kome and along with the act of “free-
dom” also obtained township status.
The benefaction was given to the in-
habitants of Skotoussa after the battle
at Philippi in 42 B.C. in return to their
loyalty to Mark Antony and Octavian
Augustus. It is very difficult, however,
to speak definitively about the dimen-
sions of “freedom”, especially in the
case of the Skotoussaians, since there
is no reliable evidence available. The
township status under the Principate
and more specifically during the 1st —
2nd centuries A.D. is supported by the
above laconic reports of Claudius
Ptolemaeus. He describes it as one of
the towns in the interior of Macedonia
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and more specifically in the region of
Odomantike (Ill, 12, 28). There is no
evidence, though, how long Skotoussa
retained that state and what were the
reasons for its degradation. In any
case, during the Late Antiquity, when
Heracleia Sintica rose again as an urb-
an centre, Skotoussa had already
been marked on the Tabula Peutingeri-
ana as a road station.

Desudaba — Alexandropolis (Al-
exandria Thracians) — Paroecopolis
— Parthikopolos. In the close vicinity
northwards of Heracleia Sintica and
Scotoussa, the Peutinger map does
not reflect any other settlements dur-
ing Late Antiquity. Today it is known
that it was exactly here by Sandanski,
that the most significant center in the
Middle Strouma during the Roman era
was situated. There has not yet been
serious evidence how it was called
during the Antique epoch. Desudaba,
Alexandropolis, Paroecopolis,
Parthikopolos, Gareskos, Zapara, Had-
rianopolis, Sale, Neine and Phillipopol-
is, form one essential group of the
existing assumptions.

The hypothesis of the situation of
Desudaba in the region of the old vil-
lage of Sv. VracC, today the town of
Sandanski belongs to T.-Al. Desdev-
izes du Désert (Desdevizes du Désert
1862: 86, 293). The sources and cur-
rent status of surveys in the area com-
pletely support the idea that Desudaba
was in the Middle Strouma. This local-
ization is based on a single statement
by Livy, which is, however, especially
accurate concerning the distance from
the Vardar river to that town in the dis-
trict of Medica — 75 Roman miles. This
distance completely corresponds to
nowadays location of Sandanski. It
provides grounds to support the state-
ment that Desudaba of the Maedi was
on that spot or in close proximity to it.
Moreover, today there is explicit evid-
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ence of the existence of an old Thra-
cian settlement here as early as the
late Bronze era. In addition, the situ-
ation of Desudaba by Sandanski is not
in contradiction with any of the pos-
sible names of the city during the Hel-
lenistic or Roman era.

According to D. Dechev next to
today’s Sandanski the ruins of the an-
cient city of Alexandropolis are situ-
ated — the first Macedonian colony in
the lands of the Maedi (Detschew
1954: 113-115). He has pointed out as
evidence the city walls, which he be-
lieves have remained from the time of
Philip Il and Alexander Il the Great but
that could be difficult to accept. At the
same time, according to D. Dechey,
the colony Alexandropolis should have
been located in the southern part of
the Middle Strouma valley and in prox-
imity to the territories ruled over by
Macedonians because it is mentioned
in the background of an uprising of the
Maedi in 340 B.C. It was quickly sup-
pressed by the hair to the throne Alex-
ander Ill.

According to me it is possible to
formulate the assumption that in 340
B.C. upon the suppression of the
Maedi uprising, Alexander conquered
the fortified Desudaba and after chas-
ing away the native population settled
mixed Greek and Macedonian colon-
ists there, renaming the settlement in-
to Alexandropolis. But that was
evidently for a short time. As it is
known after the death of Alexander IlI
in 323 B.C. and during the disintegra-
tion of his state the reign of the Mace-
donians in Thrace was significantly
weakened. The discovery in Sandanski
of Cassander’s coins (305 — 297 B.C.)
indicates that the city existed at that
time but in the 3 century B.C. the
Macedonians lost control over that
area.

The hypothesis of the situation of
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Paroecopolis/Parthikopolos upon
Sandanski belongs to J. and L. Robert
(Robert 1948: n. 112). Later on it was
also accepted by F. Papazoglou. In her
research she summarizes that what is
known about the ancient city by
Sandanski, is not in contradiction with
the identification with Paroecopol-
is/Parthikopolos (Papazoglou 1988:
373). Meanwhile this hypothesis has
been further developed by J. and L.
Robert, in the sense that Parthikopolos
succeeded Alexandropolis, after its de-
cay (Robert 1954: Ne 165). V. Popova
has paid attention to the possibility
that the foundation was more the re-
naming of an already existing old Thra-
cian city (Popova 1981: 178-179). This
seems completely possible to me and
the ancient Thracian city could be De-
sudaba. The examination of the vari-
ous assumptions about the name of
the ancient Sandanski, as well as the
opinions in favour of and against the
situation of Paroecopolis/Parthikopolos
on that spot show that there are no
substantial grounds against this hypo-
thesis.

The other assumptions concern-
ing the name of Sandanski are accord-
ing to me groundless. B. Gerov, for
example, simultaneously with the re-
jection of the hypothesis about Paroe-
copolis (Parthikopolos), has
formulated a new suggestion for the
location of that place on the ancient
city of Gareskos. Considerable doubt
in relation to that comes from a state-
ment by Strabo who noted that when
traveling to the north from Heracleia
Sintica, the mountains Rhodope and
Hemus and not Orbelos remained to
the right. Besides, it is evident that the
Macedonian Parorbelia district in
which Gareskos was included was to
the west of the Strymon, as it started
from Eidomene on the Vardar river
(Strab., VII, frg. 36).

Another author who does not ac-
cept the idea of the situation of Paroe-
copolis/Parthikopolos by Sandanski
and at the same time has formulated
his own theory, is V. Beshevliev. His
basic argument against such localiza-
tion is that the region of Sandanski
was connected with the Maedi while
according to Claudius Ptolemy,
Parthikopolos belonged to the district
of Sintica (BeSevliev 1962: 2). This,
however, could be explained with mi-
grations in the region during the Hel-
lenistic era. At the same time
Beshevliev thinks that in Late An-
tiquity, Sv. Vrach (Sandanski) had the
name Zapara. But that late antiquity
city was in the province of Second
Macedonia while according to the
present research, the region of
Sandanski was in the province of First
Macedonia.

For about 30 years another as-
sumption also has existed, that of T.
Ivanov, concerning the presence at
Sandanski of an antique settlement
under the name of Sale (WBaHoB 1984:
12). This is in a direct relation with the
temple of the Thracian horseman
named God Salenos, discovered here.
In the availability of clear and explicit
data of the existence of a settlement
Sale in the Aegean sea coast, it seems
to me unnecessary to search for a new
settlement with the name Sale by
Sandanski. The penetration and integ-
ration of this cult in the Middle
Strouma has its explanation in the eth-
nic characteristic of the region and in
the migration processes among the
Thracians.

During the last few years one
more opinion became known, of M.
Zahrnt who also rejects the localiza-
tion of Parthikopolos by Sandanski and
formulates a new hypothesis of the
situation on that spot of an ancient city
named Hadrianopolis (Zahrnt 1993:
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229-239). Under the current status of
the data this hypothesis seems to me
unacceptable. Hadrianopolis has a
good location by the village of
Edirnedzhik (today’s village of Adriani
at Drama). Besides, Hadrianopolis was
a participant in the confederation of
polises known as Pentapolis. It is im-
pressive that the Pentapolis members
are predominantly villages and small
towns whose location is in the Lower
Strouma and probably along the
Angista river valley.

Recently V. Dinchev has pro-
posed one more option for the name of
the ancient Sandanski — Neine
(OnHueB 2006: 87-95). This toponym is
derived from an inscription known a
long time ago from the region of the
vilages of D. Gradeshnitsa and
llindentsi and typically it has been as-
sumed that there was the location of
Neine (FepacnmoBa-TomoBa,
CaHpaHckn 1980: 24-27). | have not
found explicit arguments in favour of or
against such a hypothesis but never-
theless there is no data that Neine is a
polis name, while the ancient
Sandanski is indisputably a polis.

Also recently M. Manov published
an assumption that Philippopolis in the
Orbelia district was on the spot of
Sandanski (MaHoe 2008: 21). The as-
sumed location of Philippopolis on that
spot, however, cannot be agreed with
the objections pointed out to in relation
to Gareskos. There is no evidence at
all that the region of Sandanski was in
the Macedonian district Parorbelia. Ac-
cording to Strabo’s information it was
to the west of the Strouma (Strab., VII,
frg. 36).

Tristolos: Petra, Neine, Skia-
me? It has become known from the
writings of Claudius Ptolemy that in the
2nd century A.D., a city existed in the
geographical area Sintica, which city
was named Tristolos (Ptol. Ill, 12, 27).
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It is mentioned together with Heracleia
Sintica and Paroecopolis, and it is be-
lieved to have been closer to the latter.
On these grounds, on the maps from
Modern times (16" — 18" century),
Tristolos, Paroecopolis, Heracleia, and
even Scotoussa, are presented in an
almost straight line and next to each
other. Unfortunately, the cartographic
materials mentioned constitute a quite
unreliable source to make it possible
to determine an explicit location of
Tristolos along the Strouma or along
the Stroumeshnitsa only through them.

The opinions known to me as of
the current moment in relation to the
location of Tristolos are either unac-
ceptable or questionable, after the loc-
alization of Heracleia by the village of
Rupite. At the same time in histori-
ography there is also the idea that
Tristolos was, actually, a union of set-
tlements. D. Samsaris has assumed
that was an association of three vil-
lages (Samsaris 1989: 365-366). This,
in combination with the traditional pos-
itioning of Tristolos in geographical
materials, immediately next to Paroe-
copolis and in the opposite direction to
Heracleia Sintica, allows the formula-
tion of a working hypothesis that the
town was situated to the north of
nowadays’ Sandanski. Here the ruins
by the villages of llindentsi (former vil-
lage of Belitsa) and D. Gradeshnitsa
are known and these are usually asso-
ciated with the name Neine. But epi-
graphic heritage within this region has
provided other information as well.
Monuments originate from here in
which the names of three settlements
or of persons related to these settle-
ments have been clearly mentioned:
Petra, Skiame and Neine. In addition
to that, a transcript of a text has been
preserved containing the indicative in
this case term sympoleitai (fellow cit-
izens) (lFepoB 1961: 343, Ne 253;
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BenkoB 1963: 143; Mihailov 1966: 236-
237; Ne 2247; ManoB 2008: 76-77, Ne
12). However, the mentioning of Tris-
tolos only by Claudius Ptolemy
prompts the town existed only in the
Roman era and more specifically
around the first half of the 2"d century.

Petra. Petra is an ancient city in
the lands of the Maedi mentioned in
ancient historiography in relation to the
time of the Hellenistic era. The inform-
ation is from Livy, concerning the milit-
ary maneuvers of the Macedonian king
Philip V in the lands of the Maedi and
Dentheleti in 181 B.C. and the con-
quering of Petra (Liv. XL 22, 12; 23, 4).
It is difficult to determine based only
on this description where exactly Petra
was situated.

The only epigraphic monument
having some relation to Petra, was dis-
covered many years ago within the ter-
ritory of the village of Illindentsi,
municipality of Strumyani. In it a per-
son is mentioned born in Petra. In the
absence of any other epigraphic evid-
ence this inscription is the only clue
concerning the location of the settle-
ment. According to me it is located rel-
atively close if we follow the idea that
one administrative union of three set-
tlements existed in this region during
the Roman era — Tristolos and those
settlements were Petra, Skiame and
Neine.

As far as | am aware, no one has
paid attention so far that the descrip-
tion of Petra conforms very well with
the location of the village of llindentsi
itself, in proximity to the Pirin Moun-
tain. Even today the seven rocky hills
towering here impress deeply and give
the area a unique magnetism, while in
the vicinity around them about 30
rocky caves and abysses are re-
gistered. It should be expressly em-
phasized, however, that we are not
discussing here the archeological sites

located in the areas named
Shtavenska skala, Hilyadnitsa and
Rukaloto, which are especially popular
in scientific literature but we are dis-
cussing the settlement located 2-3 km
southwards from them in the place of
the contemporary village of llindentsi.
It seems that the necropolis was loc-
ated in close proximity westwards and
above it on the hill named Kosten-
urkata the acropolis was situated. The
information stating that in the past the
hill Kostenurkata (the tortoise) was
also known as ,Grad Kajasi, i.e.
,Rock Town® or ,Petra Town®, is espe-
cially essential.

Skiame. The only testimony
about Skiame is a monument dis-
covered in the area named Hilyad-
nitsa, between the village of llindentsi
and the village of D. Gradeshnitsa (Mi-
hailov 1966: 235, Ne 2242). The in-
scription on it reads: ,Gaius lulius
Maximus dedicated a gift to the master
Dionysus in Skiame®“. According to
some authors Skiame is the name of
an area, while others believe it is the
name of a settlement. Field research
shows that there was a large necropol-
is in the area named Hilyadnitsa
(Benkos 1963: 144; OuHyeB 2006: 89-
90). Obviously we need to assume that
was the necropolis of Skiame. This ex-
plains to a certain extent the presence
of an offering to Dionysus whose cult
is incompatible with burial traditions.
But it is not mentioned explicitly in the
inscription that a temple of Dionysus
existed. The settlement itself, accord-
ing to antique tradition is to be
searched for eastwards as to the nec-
ropolis. In the present case, in the
eastern part of the area named Hilyad-
nitsa and immediately to the east-
northeast from it. Here, with no clearly
demonstrated borders, is the area
known as the Shtavenska skala (or
Shtaven), which is related to quite a lot
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of archeological monuments. This, ac-
cording to me, must have been the
settlement Skiame. In and of itself it
would not exceed the scope and loca-
tion of a village.

Neine. The name Neine became
popular after several publications by V.
Gerasimova-Tomova and B.
Sandanski. It is related to an epigraph-
ic monument discovered between the
areas Rukaloto and Hilyadnitsa, next
to the villages of llindentsi and D.
Gradeshnitsa (FfepacumoBa-Tomoga,
CaHpaHcku 1980: 24-27). According to
the publishers this is a construction in-
scription in which it is announced that
.the Neine residents® built ,from the
ground“ a sanctuary of the Egyptian
gods Isida and Serapis who are wor-
shiped in one temple. They also
reached the conclusion that the name
of the settlement located here was
Neine. It is, however, to be explicitly
noted that the text is addressed not
only to Isida and Serapis but first to
the Augustus gods, i.e. the deified em-
perors and then to the Egyptian deit-
ies.

In later literature there are almost
no objections concerning the name
Neine and its relation to the archeolo-
gical complex located here. At the
same time, the idea that it was a town
turned out to be quite questionable.
The doubt whether Neine is a town is
enhanced not only by epigraphic testi-
mony but also by archeological materi-
als preserved in the areas named
Rukaloto and Hilyadnitsa. Here the ar-
chitectural and public utility structures
and facilities typical of the urban envir-
onments are not discovered. Unfortu-
nately, whatever assumption is made it
will remain in the realm of the un-
proven given the present status of the
data. Still, according to me Neine is
not the name of a town and the inhab-
itants of Neine were one demos and a
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village community that existed during
the second half of the 1st century in
this region. But it seems Neine was
not an ordinary village within a polis
bearing in mind this significant temple
of the Augustus deities, of Isida and
Serapis. It could even be assumed that
,the Neine demos” had the regulation
and organization of a local ,koinon of
the inhabitants of Neine®.
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OOJINHATA HA PEKA CTPYMA
NMPE3 AHTUYHOCTTA

Feopru Mutpes
Kateapa ,ctopusa n apxeonorua“,
Mny ,Mancun XuneHpgapckun®
yn. ,Uap Acen” 24, 4000 Nnosaue

Pe3rome

llpoyysaHussma  ca yacm  om
OetiHocmma no npoekm [BY02/92 kbm
®oHO ,Hay4yHu uscnedsaHus” Ha MOH, Ha
mewma: Lcmopuko-apxeonoauyecku
npoyyeaHusi 8 Podonume u donuHama Ha
peka Cmpyma“. OCHOBHUSAM akueHm e
8bpXy u3criedgaHemo Ha emHu4Yyeckume u
Oemoepagckume ripoyecu 8 dorluHama Ha
peka Cmpyma npe3 AHmuyHocmma — om

apxauyHama 00  pumMckama  ernoxa,
eKnmo4YumenHo. B nbpsama 4Yacm ce
npocredsea XpOHosoau4yecku

UHhopmayussma Ha aHmuyHume asmopu
3a mpakutickume rnemMeHa, pa3rnofioxXeHu
8 me3u mepumopuu. KomeHmupam ce
pasfnu4yHU nocmaHoeku u npobremu 8
cb8peMeHHama ucmopuozpachusd U ce
npednazam HOBU 6b3MOXHU pPeWweHUs.
Bre emopama uyacm ce pa3senexdam
Hanu4yHume ceedeHus 3a
MecmoriofioXXeHUuemo  Ha  OCHOBHUME
epadcku cpeduuia rno cpedHomo mevyeHue
Ha Cmpyma. [Ipednazam ce Ho8U
JNloKanusayuu Ha epadoseme Xepakries
CuHmuka, Ckomyca, Tpucmonoc, llempa
u dpyau.
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Abstract

Present publication comments
two remarkable phenomena in the
technology of megalithic construction.
On the one hand, the publication
analyzes the pyramidal vaults of
several prehistoric stone structures.
This technique has been applied by
the ancient architects: twice in SE
Bulgaria (Strandzha Mountain, near
the town of Malko Tarnovo) and once
in South Russia (Western Caucasus,
river Fars, village Novosvobodnaya).
On the other hand, the publication
points to the strange fact that this
technological innovation has been
used very rarely, only three times in
two neighbouring megalithic regions
and nowhere else in the world. Further

analysis of this remarkable
archaeological situation requires a
significantly more precise dating of the
Thracian and the Caucasian
megaliths.

INTRODUCTION

Problems that are commented
here concern some principal issues
about megaliths and still did not find
generally accepted solutions
(TpndpoHos, 2001), ([puropbeB &
MBacbko 2010). These problems do
not depend on the function of objects,
but are essentially related to the
concept of megalithic technology and
to the possible ways of its distribution
towards different geographical areas.
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The concept of megalithic
technology is associated primarily with
the concept of jointing (assembling) of
plates or pillars along their peripheral
edges (Fergusson 1872), (Eric Peet
1912), (UoHes, 2010), (LoHes, 2011).
We shall use the term “jointing” to
notify a construction process whereby
rough stone pillars or slabs come into
contact not by their plane walls, but
only by their edges, along their
perimeter. In this way, the megaliths
fundamentally  differ from  mass
standard construction method in
antiquity — layered walling (masonry)
of relatively small blocks or bricks.

Because the type and function of
megalithic constructions that will be
compared in the present study are too
obscure and unconventional, we shall

avoid terms like “tomb”, “heroon”,
‘sanctuary”, etc. and we shall use
neutral terms “site”, “edifice”,

“construction”, “building”, “monument”.
First, we give a brief description of the
monuments, focusing on their
technological similarity. Then we point
out the serious problems arising from
the attempt to find the reasons for this

strong similarity in exchange of

architectural and/or religious ideas

between Balkans and Caucasus.
DESCRIPTION AND

COMPARISON OF THE SITES
SITE No. 1: Megalith “Fars” in
Caucasus.
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Megalith No. 1 was registered by
N. L. Kamenev on the left bank of the
river Fars at the village Tsarskoye,
today called Novosvobodnaya, in
1869-1870 (MapkoBuH, 1978). It was
destroyed in the early twentieth
century. This ancient monument is
unique in its appearance and in its

Fig. 1. Megalith No. 1, village
Novosvobodnaya, river Fars — circle No.
13 (MapkoBuH, 1973).

Megalith No. 1 consisted of three
parts: (1) prismatic chamber of 11
vertical rectangular plates; (2) roof
(pyramidal assembly of 8 trapezoidal
plates); (3) dromos. The sketch in Fig.
2 is made by E. D. Felitsin who carried
out excavations 15 years later than N.
L. Kamenev (MapkoBuH, 1978),
(Monosa, 1963). The chamber and the
roof of the building are constructed by
the same megalithic technology:
jointing of large stone  slabs.
Describing the chamber the discoverer
N. L. Kamenev wrote about a 16-walls
prism, but E. D. Felitsin, more closely
investigating this dolmen 15 years
later, reports about a 11-walls prism
made of big vertical rectangular plates
of the same height (2.13 m) and
thickness (up to 20 cm), but of
different widths, which are tightly in
contact along their vertical edges

design and is situated in the centre of
a large dolmen area on the Northern
foothills of the Western Caucasus —
Fig. 1. People created megalithic
constructions in this region during the
period IllI-II millennium B.C. creating
about 2300 dolmens (MapkoBuH,
1978).

Fig. 2. Sketch of Megalith No. 1, Felitsin,
1904 (MapkoBuH, 1978).

(MapkoBuH, 1978).

According to E. D. Felitsin the
roof consisted of 8 different triangular
stone slabs, stacked in a pyramid
(MapkoBuH, 1978). T. B. Popova
(Monoea, 1963) claims the pyramidal
roof consisted of 8 identical triangular

plates. The dromos was heavily
damaged even before the
archaeological disclosure. V. A.

Trifonov suggests that the dromos
began from the main face plate with a
square opening and was oriented East
(TpudboHos, 2001).

L. |. Lavrov (JlaBpoB, 1960)
describes the inventory found in the
building and around it: ceramics, sling
stone, several bronze arrowheads, one
golden ring. T. B. Popova ([lonoga,
1963) gives a little bit more detailed
data: “Inside the dolmen, on both sides
of the square hole, stood 2 clay pots.
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Fig. 3. Balkan megalithic area in SE Bulgaria (Delev, 1984). e dolmens; o — rock-cut

tombs; A — rock-cut niches. The number of respective monuments in the concrete

locality is given in parentheses. Circles with arrows near the town of Malko Tyrnovo
indicate megaliths No. 2 and No. 3.

S

und ja

®3
i ®37 #32
'S @31

50 ”5199

@
o 51 @43 940

«7 .:.
&
L)

&=

028

inside the burial
ball made of

In various places
chamber lay a small
marble, 2 bronze rings and 2 bronze

spears. Inventory, found in the
excavations, does not give grounds to
suppose the presence of a funeral in
the considered object.”

Megalith No. 1 can be dated only
indirectly and approximately. V. |I.
Markovin considers it a manifestation
of the heyday of  megalithic
construction in the Caucasus and
dates it about 2300 B.C. (MapkoBuH,
1978).

SITE No. 2: Megalith “Propada”
in Strandzha Mountain, SE Bulgaria.
The mound in the site “Propada”, cov-
ering megalith No. 2, was identified in
1979 during the expedition “Sakar-
Strandzha”, organized by the Institute
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of thracology at Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences and was led by Prof. Al. Fol
(Oenes, 1984), (Pycea, 1982). The
same statement applies to the mega-
lith No. 3 in the site "Mishkova Niva",
which is described in the next section
of the present article. Buildings No. 2
and No. 3 were destroyed long ago in
antiquity. They are located inside the
Balkan dolmen area (Fig. 3), just like
the megalith No. 1 is located inside the
West Caucasus dolmen area.

Excavations on the
archaeological site No. 2 were carried
out in the summer of 1979 by P. Delev.
In the vicinity of the megalith No. 2 a
necropolis of several graves is
located. The archaeologist D. Agre
conducted secondary excavations
there in the period 1999-2004 (Arpe,
2005 a), (Arpe, 2005 b).
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Building No. 2 consists of: (1)
cylindrical chamber, (2)
pyramidal/conical roof and (3) dromos
— Fig. 4. Unlike the Caucasian building
No. 1, the camera and the coating of
the Balkan building No. 2 were fulfilled
by two different technologies: the roof
has a purely megalithic character while

Fig. 4. Building No. 2 — anastylosis
reconstruction according to M. Russeva
(PyceBa, 2002).

1

a-a

The covering trapezoidal slabs
have a unique feature: from the out-
side they're all flat and therefore the
outside shape of the roof is a trun-

the camera was created by classical
dry masonry of well-crafted quadras —
Fig. 5. The roof is non-standard: it is
constructed of seven tilted trapezoidal
plates (Oenes, 1984), (Delev, 1985),
(PyceBa, 2000), (PyceBa, 2002). Only
6 from the original 7 trapezoidal slabs
were found in the excavations.

Fig. 5. Building No. 2 — reconstructed
cylindrical chamber
(PyceBa, 2000).

cated pyramid; inside, however, the
slabs are treated with azimuthal
curvature, so that the inside shape of
the roof is a truncated cone — Fig. 6.

Fig. 6. The roof of the megalithic building No. 2 after successful restoration in
1981 from the inside (left) and outside (right). Photos by D. Kolev, 2006.

The most interesting feature of
the dromos is its roof again. The archi-
tect applied here a purely megalithic
approach instead of the so-called false

vault. The roof is formed by three large
pieces of marble placed over the walls
along the corridor contacting in
between by their transversal edges.
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Their upper surfaces are flat, but their
lower surfaces (i.e., internal to the cor-
ridor) are smoothly processed in the
shape of a semi-cylinder (Pycesa,
2000)!

In the site No. 2 and around it the
following inventory was found: small
fragments of ceramic and glass ves-
sels, two clay lamps, beads of black
glass, bronze key, a bronze coin from
the beginning of the 3" century A.D.,
scattered and shattered bones of sev-
en individuals (denes, 1985), bones of
two dogs (Delev, 1985). All materials
belong to the Roman age, which was
accepted as dating of the tomb itself
(Oenes, 1984). The number and the
condition of the bones in the chamber
give the reason to doubt that we have
an ordinary funeral there. The situation
resembles an ossuary, like several dol-
mens in Sakar and Strandzha Moun-
tains.

Fig. 7a. Photogrammetry of
site No. 3
(PyceBa, 2000).

SITE No. 3: Megalith “Mishkova
niva” in Strandzha Mountain, SE
Bulgaria.

The mound containing within the
remains from the destroyed building
No. 3 was identified in the area
“Mishkova Niva” also in 1979-80 dur-
ing the expeditions in Strandja moun-
tain led by Prof. Al Fol. The
geographical location is shown in Fig.
3.

Building No. 3 is the basic ele-
ment of a big archaeological site,
which is significantly more complex
than the buildings No. 2 and No. 1.
The site consists of several elements:
(i) central sacral building No. 3; (ii) in-
ner fence made of broken pieces of
granite; (iii) external fence with a dia-
meter of 23 m made of well-crafted
marble quadras; (iv) rectangular side
chamber adjacent to the west wall of
the dromos — Fig. 7-a,b.

Fig. 7b. The archaeological site No. 3
after the second phase of excavations
2005 (Photo from Internet).

The basic building No. 3 is similar
to the building No. 2, because it also
consists of three parts, which are real-
ized in two different technologies -
Fig. 8: (1) cylindrical chamber fulfilled
in the technique of dry stone masonry;
(2) pyramidal dome of megalithic
nature; (3) dromos. The chamber roof
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in its original condition had the form of

10-sided pyramid (PyceBa, 1987),
(PyceBa, 2000). It consisted of 10 tri-
angular plates, but only 3 of them sur-
vived. Unlike building No. 2, we
observe here a gradual transition
between the roof and the chamber;
thus, the roof becomes closer to a
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spherical form. Unlike building No. 2,
the triangular slabs of the roof of build-
ing No. 3 are flat on both sides, so that
their combination gives a pyramid not
only from outside but also from inside.

The dromos roof is restored only par-
tially; it is unclear whether it was a
false cylindrical vault or a quasi-mega-
lithic cylinder, similar to the dromos
roof of the building No. 2.

Fig. 8. Reconstruction of building No. 3 proposed by the architect M. Russeva
(PyceBa, 1987).
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On the site No. 3 almost no arti-
facts were found, except for a few
pieces of ceramics from the Roman
era. P. Delev dates the building No. 3
to 21 — 31 cent. A.D. based on the
structural similarity between buildings
No. 3 and No. 2 (Delev, P. 1985),

(Oenes, 1990), (Oenes & WBaHOB,
2006), (Oenes, 2015), (Pycesa, 2000).

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

The vaulted roofs No. 1, 2 and 3
show an extraordinarily impressive
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constructive similarity:

I/ They are full or truncated pyr-
amids, assembled from large triangular
or trapezoidal plates (7, 8, or 10
pieces); the diameters of all the roofs
are about 2.5 m.

[I/ They are megalithic construc-
tions, as far as roof slabs contact in
between only along the peripheral
edges, i.e., they do not lay one over
another like quadras in classic ma-
sonry.

[11/ In order to acquire its stability
the roof construction needs neighter
key stone, nor supporting post in the
center of the dome, because the trian-
gular/trapezoidal plates mutually sup-
port each other — this is an ingenious
engineering solution.

IV/ The pyramidal megalithic roof
constructions No. 1, 2, 3 are unique
and they fundamentally differ from all
other known domes in antique world.

V/ All sites No. 1, 2, 3 are local-
ized in the central regions of the re-
spective dolmen areas where their
builders could gain megalithic con-
struction experience.

VI/ The dolmen areas containing
sites No. 1, 2, 3 are located in closest
proximity, they are adjacent areas.

The amazing technical similarities
in the construction of the sites No. 1,
2, 3 require some comments.

On the one hand, the megalith
No. 1 was built about 2300 B.C., and
the megaliths No. 2 and No. 3 are offi-
cially dated to the period of 2nd — 3rd
cent. A.D. Taking into account such big
time difference it is very difficult to
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imagine the existence of some interac-
tion, exchange of ideas between the
builders of these objects. The most
likely conclusion is that the occurrence
of pyramidal megalithic roof No. 1 in
Caucasus and of pyramidal megalithic
roofs No. 2, 3 on the Balkans is a
purely accidental coincidence between
two independent megalithic architec-
tural schools.

On the other hand, the “accident-
al coincidence” looks strange because:
(1) it is implemented in only two geo-
graphical regions, (2) which are situ-
ated not apart, but adjacently; (3)
these geographical regions are not just
parts of territory, they are megalithic
areas, and (4) the coincidence men-
tioned here has no analogues in any
other megalithic area of the world.

The “coincidence” described here
looks even more strange in the pres-
ence of an additional argument (5).
The question is about two non-typical
dolmens with two-sloped (gable) roofs.
These constructions differ essentially
from the sites No. 1, 2, 3 but they are
also very similar to each other and
represent very specific megalithic
monuments. Such dolmens cannot be
found in any other megalithic area in
the world but on the Balkans and in
Caucasus.

One of these remarkable dolmens
(let’'s denote it as A) was discovered
by N. I. Veselovsky in 1898 (TpucoHoB
& WuwnuHa 2014) and destroyed in
the beginning of 20t cent. — Fig. 9. It
was located in the vicinity of village
Novosvobodnaya, i.e. very close to the
megalith No. 1 at the river Fars — Fig.
10. Dolmen A consisted of two cham-
bers and was covered with a two-
sloped (gable) roof consisting of two
large monolithic plates. This essen-
tially megalithic roofing turns dolmen A
into a unique dolmen for the entire
Caucasian megalithic area.



National Scientific Programmes with European Dimensions

Fig. 9. Two-chambered dolmen A with
two-sloped (gable) roof near village
Novosvobodnaya. Sketch by N. I.
Veselovsky (TpudgoHos & LUuwinuHa
2014).

In the necropolis, located in the
vicinity of building No. 2 in Bulgaria,
the archaeologist D. Agre found a very
similar one-chamber tomb with a two-
sloped (gable) roof of monolithic slabs
(Arpe, 2005 b) — Fig. 11 (let’s denote it

Fig. 10. Part of a West Caucasus
dolmen area according Markovin
(MapkoBuH, 1978). Megalith No. 1 at
the river Fars - circle 13. Two-chamber
dolmen A with a gable roof near village
Novosvobodnaya — circle 12.

3ddvels

O\ Mehixon ., ".-3‘,
o i L

Wit ‘Alﬁlltn

as B). Both roof plates rest on two
pediments and on both longitudinal
walls. Constructively tomb B repres-
ents a real gable-roof dolmen. It is
also unique for the Balkan megalithic
area.

Fig. 11. Two-sloped (gable) megalithic roof on tomb B in the vicinity of building
No. 2. Photos by L. Tsonev, 2003.

FINAL REMARKS - PROBLEMS
TO BE SOLVED

Unfortunately, a deeper further
analysis of buildings Ne 1, 2, 3 togeth-
er with the dolmens A, B and with the
surrounding dolmen areas is im-
possible, if we accept the official dat-
ing of the Balkan and Caucasian
megaliths. A strange and suspicious
situation appears noticed, e.g., by V.

A. Trifonov (TpudoHos, 2001). There
is a mysterious millennium-long-dis-
crepancy between the Balkan dolmens
and the rest of the European dolmens.
Megaliths in Western Europe, Caucas-
us and Ural Mountains were built in V-
Il mill. BC, and the megaliths on the
Balkan Peninsula were created only in
the period 12th — 6t cent. B.C.

A serious general study of mega-
liths in Europe and of the buildings No.
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1, 2, 3, in particular, could be de-
veloped further in two directions. If the
dating difference is real and is not the
result of an error, we need to solve a
complex scientific problem: why one
thousand years after the megalithic
construction in Europe was terminated,
suddenly a new megalithic area ap-
peared on the Balkan Peninsula and
only there. On the contrary, if the dat-
ing discrepancy is unreal, i.e., if it
arose due to differences or due to er-
rors in the dating methods, then a new,
modern, more exact and objective dat-
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TP OCOBEHU METAJIUTA B
BbJITAPUA U B KABKA3: NOAOBUE U
NMPOBJIEMU

Mo6omup LloHeB

WHCTUTYT no cdmsuka Ha TBBPLAOTO TAMO
~Akag. . HagxakoB”, bbnrapcka
akageMus Ha Haykute
6yn. ,Uapurpagcko woce” 72, 1786
Codouga

Pe3rome

HacTtoswara nybnukaumna KkomeHTupa
3abenexnTenHo sBfeHMe B TexHoNormsaTa
Ha MeranutHoTo cTpouTtencteo. OT egHa

CTpaHa, Ta  aHanuaupa YHUKanHOTO
nupamMmmuganHo (WaTpoBO) TMOKPUTUE Ha
NPaucToOpUYeckn KaMeHHU CbOPBXKEHUS.

To e O6wmnNo wn3non3BaHoO OT ApeBHUTE
ctpoutenn B HOromsTtodHa bBbvnrapus (B
MecTHocTuTe «[llponaga» u «MwuwkoBa
HuBa» B CTpaHa)a nnaHuvHa OKono rpag
Manko TbpHOBO) U B 3anageH Kaekas (Ha
nesus 6psar Ha peka Papc, 4o crtaHuua
HosocBobogHas, Pyckata deanepauus).
Ot gpyra cTpaHa, nybnukaumaTa noco4vsa
CTpaHHOTO  obcToATENCTBO, 4Ye  ToBa
N3KNIOYNTENHO TEXHOMOIMMYHO
HOBOBbBEAEHME € peannanpaHo camo Tpu
NbTW, NPY TOBA B ABA CbCEOHW MeranuTHu
panioHa W MOBeYe HUKOra M HUKbAE B
cBeTa. [No-HaATaTbWHMAT aHanu3 Ha Tasu

3abenexunTenHa apxeornormn4yecka
cutyauund N3NCKBa na ce YTOYHAT
OaTUPOBKUTE Ha TpaKMVICKMTe 7

KaBKa3KUTE MerarmTu.
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SOCIAL AND CHRONIC DRINKERS
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Abstract

Ethanol (E) as the most often de-
tected agent and increasing the alco-
hol-polidrug intoxications in recent
studies were demonstrated. Acetalde-
hyde (AA), the first product of ethanol
metabolism, has been suspected to be
involved in some pharmacological and
behavioral effects of ethanol and alco-
holism. Acutely poisoned patients (71)
who were admitted to the Clinic of Tox-
icology (UMBALSM ,Pirogov”) for
acute care and subsequent detoxifica-
tion were included in the study. Blood
ethanol and acetaldehyde concentra-
tions were evaluated using headspace
gas chromatography. The mean AA
levels in social drinkers were:
3.81+1.15; 4.66+1.21;  4.85+1.21;
5.55+1.28 at increasing E levels: 0.90
- 2.00; 2.01 - 3.00; 3.01 — 4.00; > 4.00.
These data suggest that there is a de-
pendency between E and AA: the
growing of E goes together with the
growing of AA. The mean AA level for
the whole group of social drinkers was
4.72+1.33 mg/l. In the group of the al-
coholics the mean AA concentration
was 12.51£6.46 mg/l. AA in children
was 2.30+1.13 mg/I. Five of the chron-
ic alcohol users exhibited low blood
ethanol (0.09+1.05 g/I) together with
high acetaldehyde (6.83+13.96 mg/l).
The highest concentration of acetalde-
hyde (28.32 mg/l) was measured in a
patient (E=3.60 g/I) with long history of
alcohol abuse. The data show higher
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concentrations of acetaldehyde in al-
cohol abusers as compared to non-al-
coholics. This is probably a result of a
primary reduction in hepatic acetalde-
hyde dehydrogenase activity which
may be a critical event leading to liver
injury.

INTRODUCTION

The World Health Organization
estimates that 140 million people
worldwide suffer from alcohol depend-
ency causing damage to lives and
economies. Alcohol dependence is as-
sociated with increased risk of variety
of medical problems including cir-
rhosis, cardiomyopathy, various can-
cers, infectious disorders, fetal
abnormalities and neurological com-
plications including dementia.

Many epidemiological studies
have established a relationship
between excessive alcohol intake and
liver disease, although there seems to
be a weak relationship between the
extent and duration of alcohol intake
and severity of liver injury (Hunt et al.,
1996). Acetaldehyde (the first and
most toxic poison created by alcohol
metabolism) is involved in the stimu-
lant, sedative, hypnotic, amnesic, rein-
forcing and lethal effects of ethanol
(Hunt et al., 1996; Smith et al., 1997).

The aim of the present study was
to measure the levels of acetaldehyde
(AA) and ethanol (E) in intoxicated
drinkers and chronic alcoholic users.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

A total of 71 acutely poisoned pa-
tients who had been admitted in the
period of September-December 2014
in an intoxicated state to the Clinic of
Toxicology for acute care and sub-
sequent detoxification were included in
the study. The study population in-
cluded: 22 females and 25 males - so-
cial drinkers; 9 males and 3 females
with  well-documented histories of
chronic alcoholism, age 20-45 years
and 12 pediatric patients (age 13-15
years).

The concentrations of ethanol
and acetaldehyde in whole blood were
determined at the time of the patients’
admission to the clinic. Patients with
mixed intoxications and other diseases
were excluded.

Blood E and AA concentrations
were measured immediately after clas-
sification of clinical intoxication level,
physical examination and assessment
of patients’ history of alcohol use.
They were estimated by headspace
gas chromatography (Gesheva et al.,
2003).

Conventional (standard) treat-
ment with parentheral solutions: infu-
sions with saline, isotonic solution, 5%
glucose solution, nootropic drugs, and
vitamins were used to manage acute
alcohol intoxications.

Statistical methods used were:
descriptive  statistics, independent-
samples T-test, One-Way ANOVA, Lin-
ear regression and graphics.

The study followed the principles
in the Declaration of Helsinki.

RESULTS

Overall, 71 patients with different
degree of intoxication were enrolled
and treated between September and
December 2014. Table 1 shows the
mean AA levels in social drinkers:
3.81+1.15; 4.66+1.21; 4.85+1.21;

5.55+1.28 at increasing E levels: 0.90
- 2.00; 2.01 - 3.00; 3.01 — 4.00; > 4.00.

The results of means of E and
AA were summarized in Fig. 1 and Fig.
2. The mean levels of ethanol in all pa-
tients were: in females 2.26+1.29 g/l;
in males 2.97+1.39 g/l. The same de-
pendency (p=0.019) was established
in acetaldehyde. The mean AA con-
centration in females was 4.26+2.59
mg/l, in males: 6.55£4.88 mgl/I.

Figure 3 demonstrates the sum-
marized E values in the three groups:
social drinkers, chronic users and chil-
dren. There was statistical difference
between mean values of E in social
drinkers and children but not between
social and chronic users (p<0.0001).

The summarized results for AA in
the three groups are shown in Fig.4.
The mean AA level for the whole group
of social drinkers was 4.72+1.33 mgl/I.
In the group of the alcoholics the mean
AA concentration was 12.51+6.46
mg/l. AA in children was 2.30%£1.13
mg/l. There was a statistical significant
difference between means of AA in the
three groups (from p<0.0001 to
p=0.007).

Figure 5 summarizes the whole
information of all the patients included
in the study and displays two tenden-
cies: 1.The higher levels of AA are
connected with higher E; 2. The chron-
ic users are with higher AA than the
social drinkers.

Extremely high values of AA
(6.83+£13.96 mg/l) were detected in
five chronic abused patients with negli-
gible low blood E (0.09+1.05 g/l). The
highest value of AA (28.32 mg/l) was
obtained in one patient with a long his-
tory of alcohol abuse.

DISCUSSION

Epidemiological studies have
demonstrated that approximately one
in four deaths among men aged 15-29
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is alcohol-related (Winick et al., 1997).
Although acute intoxication is not the
main cause of alcohol-related heaths,
it is one of the major factors contribut-
ing to premature death (Mayor et al.,
2001). It is assumed that alcohol drink-
ing that begins in early ages is a good
predictor of the use of more serious
drugs and in more cases alcohol ab-
users frequently abuse multiple drugs
(Hird et al.,, 1997). Our data show
higher concentrations of acetaldehyde
in chronic alcoholics as compared to
non-alcoholics and confirms the data
in other studies (Sorrel et al.1987);
and is a result of a primary reduction
in  hepatic acetaldehyde dehydro-
genase activity. A favorable effect of
Liv.52 (Indian herbal formulation) in
lowering the accumulation of acetalde-
hyde by its rapid removal is most prob-
ably responsible for its
hepatoprotective effect in alcoholic liv-
er disease (Chauhan et al., 1991).
There is substantial evidence that
acetaldehyde contributes to the rein-
forcing effects in alcohol consumption
and abuse. Studies have shown that
acetaldehyde is a 1000-fold more po-
tent reinforcer than ethanol when
tested for self-administration into the
ventral tegmental area, a brain region
strongly involved in ethanol reinforcing
effects (Rodd-Henricks et a., 2002).
Other studies have reported that acet-
aldehyde self-administration in rats
correlates with subsequent voluntary
ethanol consumption suggesting that
acetaldehyde is involved in the regula-
tion of ethanol intake (Myers, 1984).
Most of the abused drugs have
been shown to stimulate dopamine re-
lease within one of the targets of vent-
ral tegmental area neurons (Volpicelli
et al., 2001; DiChiara et al.,, 2002).
Acetaldehyde itself has been shown to
increase the tiring rate of dopaminer-
gic neurons from the ventral tegmental
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area, suggesting that an increased re-
lease of dopamine might also mediate
acetaldehyde reinforcing effects (Fod-
dai, et al., 2003; Quertremont, 2004).
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HAJTMYUE HA ALUETANOEXUO NPU
XOPA C YMEPEHA KOHCYMALIUA HA
AJIKOXOJZ1 U XPOHUYHU ANTKOXOJIULN

Panuua AtaHacoBa-boxukoBa', lOnusa
PapeHkoBa-CaeBa?

"Tokcnkoxnmmyecka naboparopums,
2KnuHunka no tokcukonorus, YMBAJICM
“H. L. MNMuporos”, Codusa, 1606, 6yn.
“Totneben” Ne21, Bvnrapus

Pe3rome
B peduya enudemMuonoauyHu
rnpoy4yeaHusi Ha Cb8pPeMEHHUMe

ompassHus, emurniosusim arnkoxon (E) ce
fe8s8a Hali-4ecmusm aegeHm, Kakmo Uu
KOMOUHUpaHemo Ha asikoxosa C HSKOJIKO
niekapcmea €0HO8PEMEHHO.
Auemandexudbm  (AA) e nwbpsusm
npodykm Ha memarnobusma Ha emunosusi
asikoxos u ce c4yuma, 4e € 0Omea0B8OPEH 3a
HAKOU bapmaKo/no2u4yHu U nogedeH4YecKu
egpekmu Ha emaHona u fnpu pasgumue Ha
ankoxonusma. B Hawemo npoy4ysaHe b6sxa
gKo4eHuU 71 nayueHmu, 8 CbCMOSIHUS Ha
ocmpu uHmMoKcukauyuu ¢ E, koumo bsxa
npuemu 3a JnedyeHue-0emoKcukKayus 8
KnuHukama 1o  mokKcukonoz2usi  Ha
YMBAJICM  ,llupozosg”. B xoda Ha
uscriedgaHemo b6sxa U3MepeHU Kpb8HUME
Husa Ha E u AA ¢ nomowma Ha xedcrieulc
easzoga xpomamoepadhusi. H3mepeHume
cpedHuU Huea Ha AA npu nayueHmu,
npuemu € ocmpu asnkKoxXosIHU ompassHuUsi
(c HecucmeMHa KOHCyMauusi Ha asikoxorl,
m.e.  HexpoHuuu), 6sxa  crnedHume:
3.81+1.15; 4.66+1.21; 4.85+1.21;
5.55+1.28 ma/n npu Hapacmeauwu HuUsa Ha
E cvomeemno: 0.90 - 2.00; 2.01 - 3.00;
3.01 — 4.00;, > 4.00 e/n. [lony4yeHume
0aHHU rnokasaxa Hanu4yuemo Ha
3asucumocm mexdy E u AA, m.e. npu
nosuwasaHe Ha E ce Habnwdasawe
nosuwasaHe u Ha AA. CpedHama
cmouHocm Ha AA 3a 8cuYKU
Hearnkoxonuyu 6ewe: 4.72+1.33 mg/l. B
epynama Ha nayueHmume C XPOHUYHa
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KOHCymMayusi Ha  alikoxon  cpedHama
cmotiHocm Ha AA bewe 12.51£6.46 ma/n.
CpedHama cmouHocm Ha AA npu deua
bewe 2.30+1.13 me/n. OcobeHO 8UCOKU
cmouHocmu Ha AA (6.83+13.96 wme/n)
b6sixa ycmaHo8eHuU rpu rnem nayueHmu

c rnpemuHarnu ocmpu emaHorsiosu
ompaesHuA, rnpu Koumo bsxa
usmepeHu MHO2O HUCKU Huea

Ha E (0.09+1.05 e&/n). Hau-ekcmpemHa
KoHUeHmpauus Ha AA (28.32 me/n) 6ewe
omkpuma npu nayueHm c
E 3.60 e/n, c ucmopusi Ha

npoodb/mKUMerniHa askoxosiHa 3agucumocm.
lMonyyeHume OaHHU roka3sam 0-8UCOKU
KOHUeHmpauyuu Ha AA rnpu nauyueHmu c
npodnbrKumersiHa 3noynompeba c
asikoxoslIHU — Hanumeku, OMKOJ/IKOMO fpu
Heankoxonuuyume, m.e. [pu xopa C
HopMasiHa KOHCyMauusi Ha  alJlIkoxofl,
Koemo eepossmHO € pesynmam om
nbpeuyHa pedykyuss Ha 4epHoOpobHama

auyemandexuo OexudpoeeHa3Ha
akmueHocm, KOemo ce sies8a K408
emarl, sodeuy 0o 4epHOOpPObHO
yepexdaHe.

Table 1. Mean blood ethanol and acetaldehyde levels in patients- non-alcoholics

(x £ SD; n=10)
Non-alcoholic patients Ethanol levels Acetaldehyde levels
(g/) (mg/l)
0.90 - 2.00 3.81£1.15
2.01-3.00 4.66 £ 1.21
3.01-4.00 4.85 +1.21
>4.00 5.55+1.28

Figure 1. Ethanol in females and males
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Figure 2. Acetaldehyde in females and males
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Figure 3. Ethanol in social drinkers, chronic users and children
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Figure 4. Acetaldehyde in social drinkers, chronic users and children
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Figure 5. Summarized data for AA and E in social drinkers, chronic users and children
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ACUTE ORAL POISONING WITH ISOPROPYL ALCOHOL
IN A 50 YEARS’ WOMAN

Julia Radenkova-Saeva', Ralitsa Atanasova-Bozhikova?*
'Clinic of Toxicology, 2Toxicochemical laboratory, UMBALSM “N.l.Pirogov”,
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Abstract

Isopropanol (isopropyl alcohol, 2-
propanol) is found in numerous house-
hold and commercial products includ-
ing cleaners, disinfectants,
antifreezes, cosmetics, solvents, inks,
and pharmaceuticals. Severe isopro-
panol poisoning results in CNS and
respiratory depression and circulatory
collapse. Poisoning can be diagnosed
using the measurement of isopropanol
blood concentrations. An acute oral
poisoning with isopropyl alcohol in eth-
anol addicted 50-year-old woman in
the Clinic of Toxicology UMBALSM
“N.l.Pirogov (June, 2014) presented in
the study. The woman was found in an
unconscious state and brought to
emergency room. According to inform-
ation obtained from patient's friends,
she had drunk unknown amount of li-
quid using as disinfectant. Physical ex-
am revealed coma, pale skin and
mucous membranes, mydriatic pupils,
fruity odor on the breath. Treatment
consisted of supportive care, including
respiratory and circulatory support. In-
travenous fluids, nootropic drugs,
vasopressors and vitamins were ad-
ministered. Blood concentrations of
volatile substances were measured im-
mediately after classification of clinical
intoxication level, physical examination
and assessment of patients’ history of
alcohol use. They were estimated by
headspace gas chromatography. Two
peaks in the chromatogram of our pa-

tient were detected on the 2.69 and
3.50 minutes. The peaks were identi-
fied as: acetone and isopropanol with
concentrations respectively: 2.40 g/l
and 2.20 g/I. 18 hours of the therapy of
the patient, the blood levels of both
volatile substances were: isopropanol
— 0.10 and acetone — 3.27 g/I. Acetone
as isopropanol is also a neurodepress-
ive agent. The simultaneous action of
isopropanol and acetone is presented
as a prolonged depression of con-
sciousness. Isopropanol is more toxic
than its metabolites; in our patient,
most of the isopropanol had already
been converted to acetone and we de-
cided not to pursue dialysis.

INTRODUCTION

Isopropanol (isopropyl alcohol, 2-
propanol) is a clear, colorless liquid
with a fruity odor and a mild bitter
taste. Most commonly found domestic-
ally as rubbing alcohol, isopropanol is
also found in numerous household and
commercial products including clean-
ers, disinfectants, antifreezes, cosmet-

ics, solvents, inks, and
pharmaceuticals.
Severe isopropanol poisoning

results in CNS and respiratory depres-
sion and circulatory collapse. The ma-
jor features of severe poisoning are
due to CNS and respiratory depres-
sion, shock, and circulatory collapse.
The most common metabolic effects
are an increased osmol (osmolal) gap,
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ketonemia, and ketonuria (Slaughter et
al., 2014).

Poisoning can be diagnosed us-
ing the measurement of isopropanol
serum concentrations, though these
may not be readily available. Diagnos-
is is therefore more typically made on
the basis of the patient's history and

clinical presentation.

Isopropanol is rapidly absorbed,
and approximately 80% is metabolized
to acetone by alcohol dehydrogenase
(ADH) following first order Kkinetics.
The remaining 20% is excreted un-
changed in the urine (See Figure 1,
Krause, 2012; Jones, 2000).

Figure 1. Metabolism Of Isopropyl Alcohol.

Isopropanol

(ADH
—— > Acetone

Isopropanol is metabolized by al-
cohol dehydrogenase to acetone, acet-
ol and methylglyoxal, propylene glycol,
acetate, and formate with conversion
of these metabolites to glucose and
other products of intermediary meta-
bolism. The elimination of isopropanol
is predominantly renal, though some
pulmonary excretion of isopropanol
and acetone occurs. Hemodialysis en-
hances elimination of isopropanol and
acetone and should be considered in
very severe poisoning (Mankowski et
al., 2000; Trullas et al., 2004).

CASE REPORT: An acute oral
poisoning with isopropyl alcohol in eth-
anol addicted 50-year-old woman
(June, 2014) is presented in the study.
The blood concentrations of isopro-
panol and acetone are also presented.
We discussed the clinical and laborat-
ory findings of a patient presenting to
the Clinic of Toxicology. The woman
was found in an unconscious state and
brought to emergency room. According
to information obtained from patient's
friends, she had drunk unknown
amount of liquid using as disinfectant.
The patient had a history of alcohol
abuse. Occasionally she had drunk
rubbing alcohol.
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Initial vital signs were: blood
pressure - 101/40 mmHg; heart rate -
123 beats/ minute; respiratory rate -
20 / minute.

Physical exam revealed coma,
pale skin and mucous membranes,
mydriatic pupils, fruity odor on the
breath. Her chest and lungs were clear
to auscultation and percussion; mildly
enlarged liver.

Laboratory studies: ERS - 13
mm/h; WBC - 8.5 G/L; RBC - 5.18 T/L;
HGB -159 g/L; HCT - 0.5; PLT - 200
G/L; Biochemistry: ALAT - 53 U/,
ASAT — 42 U/l; Albumin — 29; Creatin-
ine — 136 umol/l; Bilirubin total - 4.7;
12.4 umol/l; Glucose - 5.4 mmol/l; Po-
tassium — 4.4; 4.0 mmol/l; Sodium —

138; 137 mmol/l; Chloride 98; 103
mmol/I.

Urinalysis: glucose; ketones -
negative

Arterial blood gas studies: pH -
7.54; 7,59; 7,41; 7,43; PCO2 - 18; 28;
34; 42 mmHg; PO2 - 276; 306; 215;
126 mmHg; satO2 - 100; 99 %; BE — (-
6); 5; (-3); 4.

Treatment consisted of support-
ive care, including respiratory and cir-
culatory support. Intravenous fluids,
nootropic drugs, vasopressors and vit-
amins were administered.

The patient recovered fully and 3
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days later she left hospital in good
condition.

METHODS

Method for ethanol, acetone,
methanol, isopropyl alcohol (2-propan-
ol) in blood samples

A poisoned patient who had been
admitted in an intoxicated state to the
Clinic of Toxicology for care and sub-
sequent detoxification was included in
the study. Blood concentrations of
volatile substances were measured im-
mediately after classification of clinical
intoxication level, physical examination
and assessment of patients’ history of
alcohol use. They were estimated by
headspace gas chromatography
(Gesheva et al., 2003) and gas chro-
matograph Thermo Quest 2000 with
flame-ionization detector was used.
The method “split” was used and 1 mi
gas phase was injected in the apparat-
us.

Reagents:

1. Methyl alcohol /Merck/, p=0.79

2. Ethyl alcohol /Merck/, p=0=79

3. N-propyl alcohol /Merck/,
p=0.80

4. Isopropyl alcohol /Merck/,
p=0.78

5. Aceton /Merck/, p=0.79

Combined standard solution in
distilled water:

1. Solution of methanol — 1 g/l

2. Solution of ethanol — 4.5 g/l

3. Solution of n-propanol — 0.4 g/l

4. Isopropanol — 1 g/l

5. Acetone — 1 g/l

Preparing of the sample

In vials for head-space were
mixed 500 ul n-propanol and 100 pl
whole blood for testing.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Isopropyl alcohol is a sedative-
hypnotic agent whose toxicity closely
resembles that of ethanol, with which it

shares strong structural similarity. Like
ethanol, isopropyl alcohol's precise
mechanism of action in the central
nervous system (CNS) remains uncer-
tain. Changes in membrane fluidity
and/or function, and interactions with
neurotransmitter receptors, are be-
lieved to account for the CNS effects
of alcohols and other simple hydrocar-
bons. There is a linear relationship
between the molecular weight of alco-
hols and their sedative effects: as size
increases so does sedation. Thus, iso-
propyl alcohol is marginally more po-
tent than ethanol at comparable
concentrations. Isopropanol is rapidly
absorbed following ingestion with peak
plasma concentrations occurring within
30 min. Isopropanol is metabolized by
alcohol dehydrogenase to acetone,
acetol and methylglyoxal, propylene
glycol, acetate, and formate with con-
version of these metabolites to gluc-
ose and other products of intermediary
metabolism. The elimination of isopro-
panol is predominantly renal, though
some pulmonary excretion of isopro-
panol and acetone occurs. 20% of the
absorbed dose is eliminated un-
changed in urine, with the remainder
excreted as acetone and metabolites
of acetone. The elimination half-life of
isopropanol is between 2.5 and 8.0 h,
whereas elimination of acetone is
slower with a half-life following isopro-
panol ingestion of between 7.7 and 27
h. (Jones, 2000; Slaughter et al.,
2014; Trullas et al., 2004).

The most common method of
poisoning is oral ingestion. Less com-
mon routes of poisoning have been
described, including transdermal and
inhalation poisoning (Leeper et al.,
2000).

Signs and symptoms of isopro-
panol intoxication include lethargy and
gastric irritation, often resulting in
emesis. Hypotension can occur and is
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refractory to treatment (Zaman et al.,
2002).

Supportive care is the mainstay of
management with primary emphasis
on respiratory and cardiovascular sup-
port. Hemodialysis enhances elimina-
tion of isopropanol and acetone and
should be considered in very severe
poisoning (Abramson et al., 2000;
Bekka et al., 2001).

Ingestion of methanol, ingestion
of ethylene glycol, and ingestion of iso-
propanol all lead to an elevated
plasma osmolal gap. However, isopro-
panol does not cause metabolic
acidosis with an elevated anion gap.
Primary alcohols are metabolized to al-
dehydes, followed by oxidation to
carboxylic acids; deprotonation then
causes acidosis with conjugate bases
that elevate the anion gap. Secondary
alcohols, such as isopropanol, oxidize
to ketones, such as acetone, which un-
der physiologic conditions cannot be
further oxidized to acid (Emadi et al.,
2007).

Poisoning can be diagnosed us-
ing the measurement of isopropanol
serum concentrations. In the blood of
the intoxicated 50-year-old woman,
two peaks in the chromatogram of our
patient were detected on the 2.69 and
3.50 minutes (Fig. 2). They were com-
pared with the chromatogram of the
combined solution of methanol, ethan-
ol, acetone and isopropanol (Fig. 3).
The peaks were identified as: acetone
and isopropanol with concentrations
respectively: 2.40 g/l and 2.20 g/l
(Fig.2 and Fig. 3). After 18 hours of the
therapy of the patient, the blood levels
of both volatile substances were: isop-
ropanol — 0.10 and acetone — 3.27 g/I.

Acetone as isopropanol is also a
neurodepressive agent. The simultan-
eous action of isopropanol and acet-
one is presented as a prolonged
depression of consciousness.
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Unlike methanol and ethylene
glycol, isopropanol is more toxic than
its metabolites; in our patient, most of
the isopropanol had already been con-
verted to acetone and we decided not
to pursue dialysis.

CONCLUSION

The clinical symptoms, similar to
ethanol poisoning without metabolic
acidosis indicate the isopropanol in-
toxication. Physicians should be aware
of the potential of isopropanol for in-
toxication, especially among alcohol-
ics. It is important to differentiate
isopropyl alcohol poisoning from meth-
anol and ethylene glycol, which are
more dangerous.
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CNYYAN HA OCTPO OTPABSIHE C
N30NPOMUIIOB AJIKOXOIJ NMPU
50-rOAULUHA NMALUMEHTKA

lOnusa PapeHkoBa-CaeBa’,
Panunua AtaHacoBa-BoxukoBa?
"KnuHuka no Tokcukonorus,
2Tokcukoxmmmyecka nabopaTtopus,
YMBAJICM “H-W. Muporos”, Codusa 1606,
6yn. “Totneben” 21, Bvnrapus

Pe3rome
U3sonponaHon (uzonponusos
anikoxos, 2-rporaHosl) ce cbObpxKa 8

peduya mbp208CKU npoldykmu 3a
domawHa ynompeba, kamo noducmeawju
npenapamu, 0e3uHhekmaHmu,
Ko3amMemu4yHu cpedcmea, pazmeopumeru,
obesmacnumenu, 6ou, meyHocmu rpomus
3amMpb38aHe, HsIKOU JflekapcmeeHu
npenapamu u Op. MI3gecmHu ca cny4yau Ha
MeXKu ompassiHuUsi ¢ U30MpornaHosi, Kamo
egpekmume ca rnomuckaHe Ha
ueHmpasHama HepeHa cucmema, Ha
OuwaHemo u yupkKynamopeH Konanc. Tosu
8ud UHMOKcukauuu Moeam Oda ce
duaesHocmuyupam mo4yHo ¢ OaHHuUme 3a
KpbBHUME KOHUeHmpauuu Ha

usonponaHorna. B Hacmosiwama
nybnukayus e npedcmageHO 0ocmpo
ompassiHe Ha 50-200uwHa XeHa, npuema
8 KnuHukama no mokcukonoausi rpu
YMEBAJICM ,H. W. [Mupozog“ npe3 rHU
2014 e. [layueHmkama 6e npuema 8
b6e3cb3HamesIHO CbCMOSHUE 8 CrieWHUs
MOKCUKO/I02UY€eH kabuHem Ha
6onHuuama. [lo daHHU Ha HelHU
npusmenu, ms € u3nuria Heu38ecmHo
Konu4yecmso om Oe3uHpeKkuupawa
meyHocm. lpu npeeneda bsxa
ycmaHoeeHu: kKoma, 6neda Koxa U
nueasuyu, mudpuasa Ha 3eHuyume u Obx
Ha rnnodose. JleueHuemo Ha
nayueHmkama ekrr4eaule: rnodobpsisaHe
Ha pecnupamopHOMO U YUPKYnamopHO
CbCmMoOsIHUE, UHMPaseHO3HU 8/1U8aHUs,
HoompornHu cpedcmea, 8a30MpPECOPHU
npenapamu u eumamMuHu. bsxa usmepeHu
KpBbBHUME KOHUeHmpauuu Ha rnemausume
eeujecmea e8e0Haza c/ie0 OUEHKa Ha
CbCmMOSIHUEMO Ha JXeHama, rpeaneo,
Kakmo U omyumaHemo Ha CbCMOSHUEemo
U ¢ oened Ha ucmopusi 3a Ob/ieo200uliHa
3asucumocm om arnkoxosn. Husama Ha
nemnusume seulecmesa bsixa
peaucmpupaHu 4pe3 xedcrnelic e2as3oea
xpomamoepagpus. [lpu  moea  6sxa
omyemeHu 08a ruka 8 xpomamoepamama
Ha nauueHmkama Ha 2.69-a u 3.50-a
muHyma. [llonyd4eHume nukoge  b6sixa
onpedeneHu Kamo Ha. auemoH U
u3oripornaHos, ¢ Huea cbomeemHo: 2.40
e/n u 2.20 e/n. Cned 18 wyaca om
mepanusima 6sxa u3mepeHu criedHUmMe
Huea Ha u3onponaHona — 0.10 e/n u
auemoH - 3.27 e/n. [lNayueHmkama ce
8b3CMaHO8U Hanb/IHO 3a mpu OeHa u be
usrniucaHa 8 0obpo CbCMOsIHUE.
AuemoHnbm memabonum Ha
usonpornaHosia, Kakmo U U30rpornaHoabm
ca azeHmu c HegpodernpecusHO
Odelicmesue. EOHospemeHHOMO um
Oelicmeue ce u3passiea Cc yObiiKasaHe Ha
rnomuckaHemo Ha Cb3HaHUemo rpu
makuea nayueHmu. MW3onponaHonbm e
o-8UCOKO MmoKcu4YeH OMKOJIKOMO
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Heeosume memabonumu. [lpu masu memabonusupaHa 6 auemoH, ropadu
nauyueHmeka obaye ro-2osissMama 4yacm om Koemo He ce Halnoxu xemoouasu3Ho
usornpornaHosna seye e buna 5leqyeHue.
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Abstract

This article presents some of the
main formulations in and results from
the developed dissertation ‘Role Con-
flicts of the Contemporary Bulgarian
Woman: Between Family and Career’,
defended in 2014. The purpose of the
article is to make a short review of
some of the main ideas of the author
on role conflicts as a social phenomen-
on. In order for the essence of role
conflicts to be clarified, definitions are
presented, as well as the basic condi-
tions for their occurrence. Some of the
existing classifications of such types of
conflicts are also presented in a syn-
thesized way. The practical manifesta-
tion of this problem has been studied
in detail through empirical sociological
research developed by the author and
conducted in 13 Bulgarian towns from
25.07.2013 to 08.08.2013. The re-
search has established not only recip-
rocal relations between family and
professional roles, or models of con-
temporary women’s realization, but it
also reveals the way of life, the role
conflicts, afttitudes and ambitions of
the contemporary Bulgarian woman.
Some of the main conclusions from the
empirical research are presented.

INTRODUCTION

It is an undisputable fact that we

live in a conflict environment. Econom-
ic, political, social, labor and family
conflicts are part of our social reality. It
was decades ago when Ralf Dahren-
dorf claimed that conflict is constantly
present in every system due to the on-
going changes and struggle for power
and authority. This idea can be fully re-
lated to contemporary democratic and
liberal societies. Moreover, as Alvin
Toffler says, ‘no technological revolu-
tion can occur without an accompany-
ing social one’ [1], and each revolution
brings reorganization and rearrange-
ment of the structural and institutional
status quo, as well as contradictions
and conflicts within the system. In ad-
dition, it is worth mentioning that Alvin
and Heidi Toffler are the authors writ-
ing that ‘As economies are trans-
formed by the Third Wave, they are
compelled to surrender part of their
sovereignty and to accept increasing
economic and cultural intrusions from
one another [2]. This intrusion in our
country started to transform Bulgarian
society as far back as the last decade
of the 20th century, and has signific-
antly increased since 2007, after Bul-
garia was admitted as a full member of
the EU. It is in this same context (an
environment of new thinking models,
new lifestyle, family creation, labor,
entertainment, earning money), that
role conflicts of the person become an
important problem for scientific re-
search.
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ESSENCE OF
FLICTS

ROLE CON-

Conflicts arise in the role reper-
toire of the person as a result of the
fact that the performed social roles are
not always compatible and sometimes
just not perceived as a value or a pri-
ority. A situation that creates role ten-
sion, which, on its part, provides the
necessary conditions for the so called
role conflicts to arise.

An ideal case of personal realiza-
tion can be presented as an unprob-
lematic performance of the role
repertoire by the person, when the per-
son distributes his or her time, energy
and attention among his or her separ-
ate role-sets and multiple roles in a
harmonized and balanced way — as for
example between family and profes-
sional role positions [3]. Practically,
however, this is a state that is gener-
ally difficult to reach in the contempor-
ary society. If a person performs
multiple roles without feeling role over-
load, stress, anxiety or emotional in-
stability, then we can speak of
conflict-free and organic, as well as
harmonized in terms of values role
repertoire. Otherwise, role conflicts
arise, reflecting its negative side.

Roles, according to Doncho
Gradev, sometimes enter into conflict
with the Ego, which means that, in its
essence, the role conflict is, first — a
contradiction between the Ego and the
roles it performs and, second — a dis-
crepancy and an imbalance in the per-
son’s behavior. He formulates two
possible outcomes from such a situ-
ation: the person conforms to the un-
desired roles, or he/ she refuses to
perform them [4]. | would add a third
outcome here — when the person per-
forms the social roles but he/ she does
not take into consideration the role
partner’s expectations. A situation
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which often leads to interpersonal con-
flicts.

Role conflict is interpreted also as
a situation in which differences in role
priorities create contradiction (Kolyo
Ramchev), i.e. when a role is a priority
to some people, but of secondary im-
portance to others — characteristic of
this situation is the so called interper-
sonal role conflict. According to Marin
Paunov, these are the result of differ-
ent requirements and expectations of
each role sender to the focal person.
Paul Secord and Carl Backman, on
their part, think that a role conflict
arises when expectations to a role be-
havior are incompatible with the beha-
vior formed under different
expectations [5]. This incompatibility
may be incited by physical, psycholo-
gical or social oppositions, which come
as a result of the diversity in the roles
performed by people, of the fact that
people are ‘multiple role performers’
[6]. The multiple roles of the contem-
porary person, in their content and as
a concept, reflect the complexity of the
social reality and the environment sur-
rounding us.

In general, role conflicts are ‘tem-
porary or permanent conflicts and con-
tradictions between at least two roles
of a person, arising from different posi-
tions and statuses which the person
holds in the social structure and
among which he/ she has to effectively
distribute his/ her limited resources —
time, energy, attention, efforts, motiva-
tion, effective actions/ activities’ [7].

Role conflicts, by contrast with
other types of conflicts, do not enjoy a
lot of scientific research interest, but
from the theoretical description | am
acquainted with, the following basic
conditions for their occurrence can be
summarized.

First of all, they arise as a con-
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sequence of the social roles performed
by the person. In their content, they
are a clash between the aims, in-
terests and values of the person and
the dependency on defined norms for
the social roles in the various areas of
society; they are an expression of the
disharmony between individual and so-
cial necessities, between individual
and social interests and activities. In
support of this, we have the sociologic-
al concept of Emile Durkheim about
the conflict between the individual's
desires and ambitions and the socially
accepted norms of human behavior
and thinking. This is a dualism which
presents a conflict between what ‘I
want and can do’ and what ‘I must and
actually do’.

Second of all, role conflicts arise
as a situation in which 1) the individual
holds two or more positions which im-
pose incompatible role expectations
towards him/ her; 2) the multiple roles
cannot be effectively combined by the
person, as he/ she undergoes two or
more different behaviors; 3) a person
is compelled to perform several roles
simultaneously because the objective
requirements of the surroundings
make him/ her perform these actions,
regardless of his/ her desire to do so,
i.e. he/ she acts in a situation of con-
tradictory requirements [8]; 4) there is
contradiction, discrepancy, and lack of
harmony between the person’s own
role expectations of his/ her behavior
and those of the role partners; 5) the
person accepts roles which he/ she
cannot perform due to lack of neces-
sary knowledge, skills and resources;
and 6) feelings, emotions and actions
are not balanced.

Third of all, the presence of role
conflicts is a reflection, on the one
hand, of environment marked by un-

certainty — both personal and social.
Uncertainty and instability create con-
ditions for distortions (partial or radic-
al) of role behavior and personal
realization. On the other hand, they
are an expression of the contradictory
interests, aims and needs of each so-
cial area where the person performs
his/ her roles. Each social area needs
particular resources (human, intellec-
tual and time resources) to develop
and support activity in the other areas;
when economical issues and family
are ‘fighting’ for the time and energy of
the individual, then role conflicts are
inevitable.

Performance of social roles is the
result of particular events and statuses
held by the person, of production, spir-
itual, communication, managerial and
family relations. The balance between
a person’s multiple roles is a reflection
of how organized and consistent he/
she is, of his/ her skills and compet-
ence for achieving role balance, as
well as of the favorable social sur-
roundings that allow unproblematic
performance of functions in the family,
at work, in all areas of social life. Im-
balance, on its part, is an expression
of the contradictions in the person
while performing all roles, of the pres-
sure and feeling of ineffectiveness in
performing his/ her obligations and the
responsibilities that come with them.
For instance, imbalance between fam-
ily and professional life is an expres-
sion of disharmony at several social
levels, since role conflicts and their
consequences are transferred to the
reproductive behavior, family relation-
ships, labor productivity, work activities
and professional realization, social
and labor mobility (horizontal and ver-
tical) — to human reproduction and
labor resources in the country as a
whole.
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ROLE CONFLICTS CLASSIFICA-
TION

A lot of classifications of conflicts
exist [9]; typification of role conflicts,
however, does not come to the es-
sence and it is not sufficiently de-
veloped, both in terms of content and
variations. Almost all classifications
that | am acquainted with divide role
conflict into intrapersonal and interper-
sonal (Robert Merton). Other research-
ers (Theodore Sarbine and Allen, etc.)
classify them as intra-role and inter-
role conflicts. In her extensive conflict
research, Mariya Stoyanova groups
conflicts per their level of manifesta-
tion. Role conflicts, according to this
approach to classifying conflict interac-
tions, are located at the micro level,
i.e. at the level of the individual, of his/
her needs and values, of his/ her rela-
tionships and interactions with his/ her
family and closely-related people, with
friends and acquaintances, with col-
leagues and the professional guild he/
she comes into contact with. A some-
what different point of view can be
found in Stoyan Vlaykov’s classifica-
tion; he groups role conflicts into hier-
archical, functional and situational.

By analogy with the presented
typifications, three groups of role con-
flicts which mutually complement and
influence each other can be defined:

s intrapersonal — typical of a
single person. They are developed in
his/ her emotionally sensual and spir-
itual world as a result of his/ her role
repertoire and as such they can be dif-
ferentiated into emotional, behavioral,
and spiritual. They are cognitive-beha-
vioral and they reflect the struggle
between the individual’s desire and
possibilities of action, on the one
hand, and, on_ the other, the social
reality and surroundings. These are
conflicts caused by different needs and
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necessities, values and interests,
emotions and attitudes, role dilemmas,
which the person goes through while
he/ she is performing his/ her role rep-
ertoire. A typical example is the work-
ing mother who feels and goes through
emotional and behavioral split between
the cares for her children and her work
duties;

* interpersonal — an expression of
clash in aims and values between two
or more people (role partners) result-
ing from the performance of their roles.
They arise as a result of people’s joint
actions, of the differences in their
motives, interests and activities (eco-
nomic, political, organizational, cultural
and social). Such conflicts can be
seen, for example, between a working
husband and an unemployed wife, a
mother and a child, a worker and a su-
pervisor, between colleague X and col-
league Y, etc.;

* individual-group and individual-
community role conflicts which occur
between an individual and a particular
group or a community. Reasons can
once again be found in contradictory
aims, evaluations, views, expectations
and positions. They occur in the public
sphere, for example in the areas of
economics, politics, religion, business
structures, communications and mass
media, and social relations, as well as
in the personal sphere — for example
in the family, in the circle of relatives
and friends. A good example are the
conflicts between a working mother
who often has to leave work earlier
(because of her children), on the one
hand, and, on the other — the col-
leagues from the team who work over-
time to complete a task or project
assigned on time.

PRACTICAL PROJECTIONS

Undoubtedly, in the Bulgarian so-
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ciety, the clash, or the conflicts re-
spectively, can be more and more of-
ten seen at macro-, meso-, and micro
level. More often than not, we are wit-
nessing conflicts (obvious or not) in
business and economics, in politics
and government, in institutions and or-
ganizations, among and between dif-
ferent social groups and communities.
Conflicts are more and more often ob-
served also at the level of the ‘indi-
vidual’. | mean not only intrapersonal,
but also interpersonal conflicts, which
reflect person’s contradictions within
himself/ herself — with his/ her
thoughts, feelings, emotions, percep-
tions, with the social roles and func-
tions performed by him/ her in the
social system. It is at this level that
role conflicts can be found. One of the
most typical and outstanding examples
of this type of conflict is between per-
son’s family and professional life. In its
essence, it is a reflection of the contra-
dictions between family and labor-pro-
fessional roles of the person; between
what is expected and what is real;
between economics and non-econom-
ics; between the expectations of or-
ganizations for professional
competence and effectiveness of the
economic subject and his/ her individu-
al attitude towards creating and taking
care of a family.

There are grounds to claim that
role conflicts are manifested and ex-
pressed in different and specific ways
in men and women, among the edu-
cated and illiterate, among people who
belong to different professional areas,
among the rich and the poor, etc. The
reasons for this stem, generally speak-
ing, from the difference, not any kind
of difference, however, but the one re-
lated to the status and position of
people in the social structure, to their
belonging to the low, middle or upper
class.

In this regard, it is interesting to
see the results from an empirical soci-
ological research (not representative)
on topic: “The Contemporary Bulgarian
Woman Facing a Choice of Alternative
in the Collision between Family and
Career’, conducted in 13 Bulgarian
towns (2013). Some of the main con-
clusions are:

* The role conflicts of the working
Bulgarian women who have families
(respondents) occur more often as a
result from the professional life inter-
fering with the family, than vice versa.
Women’s professional realization and
career often have a negative influence
upon their family relationships and
mostly upon the performance of their
roles of mothers and wives.

* The contemporary personal
realization of the women from the re-
search cannot be expressed through a
single model. The research shows four
models of contemporary women realiz-
ation (groups of women with different
values): ‘The most important thing is
the family and the children’, ‘Career
above all’, ‘Children and career come
first, then comes the family’ and ‘First
comes the family, then career and chil-
dren’.

* The imbalance between family
and professional life is much more
clearly and strongly expressed with
women at non-managerial (subordin-
ate) positions, in contrast to women at
middle and high management level.

* Under the influence of the new
type of economic, social and cultural
environment, there is a huge gap
between the realization of the young
and older generations as mothers.
Young women give birth to fewer chil-
dren, and what is more — at an older
age. Twice as often, they follow the
one-child model, instead of the two-
children one.

* Collisions between family and
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professional roles in contemporary wo-
men have a negative effect not only on
relationships in the family and at work.
They influence the women’s psycholo-
gical, emotional and inner tranquility.
This is proven by the research data,
which show the presence of anxiety,
tension, stress, uneasiness and psy-
chological fatigue among women.

CONCLUSION

In all probability, there are not
many women who are fully aware of
the role conflicts they go through. They
probably feel them, but are not con-
scious of them as a problem which
they should find the right solution for.
The reason for that, on the one hand,
might be found in the desire of some
of the women to ‘play multiple roles’
simultaneously, in order to show that
they are socially active and express
their intellectual abilities. On the other
hand, it turned out that some women
do not realize the connections and in-
fluence between the individual ele-
ments of the social system and the
social roles of each person in it. They
searched for the problems related to
work and family coordination only at
the individual level, while these prob-
lems exist not only at the micro-, but
also at the meso- and macro level.
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POJNIEBU KOH®JIUKTU -
CbWHOCT U NPAKTUYECKU
NMPOEKUUN

Topnopka KuHeBa

YHMBEPCUTET 3a HaLMOHAMNHO U
CBETOBHO CTOMaHCTBO
CtyoeHTcku rpag ,Xp. botes”,
1700 Codbusa, bvnrapusa

Pe3rome

Cmamussima npedcmasesi 4acm om
OCHOBHU NOoCMaHoOB8KU U pe3ynmamu om
pa3pabomeH oucepmayuoHeH mpyo
,Pornesu KoHgnukmu Ha cb8peMeHHama
b6bsi2apcka xeHa: Mexdy cemelicmeomo u
kKapuepama”, 3awumeH npe3 2014 e.
Llenma Ha cmamusima e Oa ce Hanpasu
Kpambk npeaned Ha OCHOBHU asmoposu
8b3251e0u 3a posiegume KOHhIUKMU Kamo

coyuanHo serneHue. 3a 0Oa ce U3SICHU
cbWHOCMMa Ha poJsiegume KOHQIUKMU,
ca npedcmaseHu O0euHUUUU, Kakmo Uu
6asosume ycnosusi 3a 8b3HUK8AHEMO UM.
B cuHmesupaH eud ca npedcmaseHu U
yacm om cbujecmeysauwume Kracuguka-
yuu  Ha  mo3u  mun  KOHGIUKMU.
lNpakmu4yeckomo nposierieHue Ha npobne-
Mamukama e demalisIHoO u3criedeaHo 4pes
asmopos8o EeMMUPUYHO COUUOI02UYECKO
uscnedsaHe, rpogedeHo 8 13 bbreapcku
epada 6 nepuoda 25.07 — 08.08.2013 a.
llpoyysaHemo ycmaHogsiea He caMo
08yrnOCOYHU OMHOWEHUSI MeXOy ceMelHu
U npoghecuoHasiHu posnu, He camo modesnu
Ha CbBpeMeHHama XeHcka peanusayus, a
paskpuea HadyuHa Ha Xueom, poriegume
KOHGbIUKmMuU, Haanacu U CmpeMexu Ha
cb8peMeHHama b6bri2apcka JKEeHa.
lNpedcmaseHu ca HSKOU Om OCHOBHUME
u3800u Ha eMnuUpPUYHOmMo u3scriedgaHe.
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Abstract

During the last few years in Bul-
garia, as well as in other parts of the
world, we are witnessing a proliferation
of social movements. As far as the cur-
rent global crisis is defined as predom-
inantly economic and financial crisis, it
puts to question neoliberalism as the
doctrine with a minimalist vision of the
state intervention and deregulation of
public goods. What can be seen in so-
cial movements around the world, as
well as in Bulgaria, are the demands
for stronger state with citizen participa-
tion and restricted influence of privi-
leged (financial) lobbies on political
decision-making. The article presents
data collected through in-depth inter-
views and anthropological observation
of protest mobilizations in Bulgaria,
analyzed with the methodology of
grounded theory, to form three core
categories: representative democracy
and political parties, participation,
deliberation. The data show a strong
preference for forms of citizen control
and a return to established forms of
representative democracy in a fraction
of the protesters by the end of the
studied period.

INTRODUCTION

Democracy is one of the most dis-
cussed and multi-faced political re-
gimes. Although it is assumed that all
democracies are based on the freely
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expressed will of people, on the rule of
law and respect of human rights, this
‘will of people” in not a constant.
Therefore, democracy as a regime
takes multiple forms in different cul-
tures and historical periods. Further-
more, democracy has its independent
exercise in every state, which makes
the debates about models of demo-
cracy and waves of democratization
ever actual (see for example Held,
2006, and Tilly 2007). Social move-
ments are a part in these debates, and
are particularly valued for their capa-
city to express “the will of people” as a
fully entitled partner in the political
process or in the form of street
demonstrations.

Recent social movements take a
new rhizomatic form (della Porta,
2015, 17) or follow the logic of aggre-
gation (Juris 2012), which distin-
guishes them from the previous wave
of alter-globalization protests (defined
as the “network of networks”), as well
as from the after-May-68 movements
known as “new social move-
ments”(Touraine 2013) or movements
for identity (Castells 2010). Estab-
lished social scientists and political
theorists have recently published a
growing number of research mono-
graphs devoted to the social move-
ments of the last five years (Badiou,
2011; Castells, 2012; della Porta,
2013; Gerbaudo, 2012; Touraine,
2013; Zizek, 2012). Nevertheless, it is



National Scientific Programmes with European Dimensions

still hard to find an overarching theory
covering the variety of protest move-
ments from Northern Africa to the
Americas and from Spain to Russia.
The present research focusses on the
social movements in Bulgaria, and
takes as a starting point the anti-gov-
ernment rally from 14 January 2009,
remembered as the first spontaneous
protest organized via online social net-
works. Strengthening the role of the
society, Bulgarian citizens demanded
to have more control on public institu-
tions and — during 2012 and 2013 mo-
bilizations — raised slogans like “We
are the State”. They reclaimed the
state from the political elites, suspec-
ted of corruption and illicit connections
to the structures of organized crime.

Because the movements in ques-
tion experiment with forms of collective
action and political expression, they
have still not elaborated a coherent
program or blueprint for their involve-
ment in the political process. In the
core of emerging programs and organ-
izations lie conceptions of democracy,
as expressed by the movement parti-
cipants and activists. By focusing on
the accounts provided by ordinary citi-
zen and activists, this project aims at
reconstructing the processes of
‘democratization from below” (della
Porta, 2013, 125 sq.).

DATA AND METHODS

The goal of the present research
project is to outline participants’ under-
standings of democracy as the core
value of contemporary political re-
gimes. Data were collected from 2009
to 2014, through the methods of in-
depth interviewing and anthropological
observation. The corpus of data for
analysis consists of 35 transcribed in-
depth interviews with activists held
during latent periods (when no mobiliz-

ation was scheduled), and 25 short in-
terviews with participants in situ (held
during mobilization, on the site of ve-
nue).

The data corpus was analyzed
using the methodology of grounded
theory. The open coding procedure
was applied to the corpus of inter-
views, and completed with axial and
selective coding. These procedures
helped establish a list of concepts
used by participants to describe their
understanding of democracy. Concepts
were further regrouped in categories.
Three core categories refer to concep-
tions of democracy: perceptions of
representative democracy and political
parties; ideas about citizen participa-
tion in the political process; and forms
of deliberation, consultancy and de-
cision making.

CORE CATEGORIES

Only three of the core categories,
outlined in the data analysis, will be
presented hereafter: representative
democracy and political parties, parti-
cipation and deliberation.

Representative democracy and
political parties

Throughout the period (2009-
2013) activists of the green movement,
of the movement for direct democracy
and other single-issue protests, as
well as the anti-government rallies
from 2013, declined any attempt to be
connected with the structures of the
political parties. In the same vein parti-
cipants in street demonstrations ex-
pressed a strong resistance to be
associated with any political party, and
attach a negative connotation to
everything “political” or related to
‘party structures” or “the existing polit-
ical system”. In the language of the in-
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terviewees, the political system is
characterized in terms of lobbyism or
political protection for corporate in-
terests on national and local level. Ac-
cording to the respondents, politics is
synonymous with “backstage games’,
where ordinary citizens have no active
role.

A significant proportion of the
protestors throughout the period af-
firmed that they do not feel represen-
ted. Only at the end of 2013, when a
fraction of the organization Protest
Network (founded by protesters during
protest actions) merged with the civil
board of the Reformist Block (a coali-
tion of political parties), some parti-
cipants of the summer protests
expressed satisfaction and confessed
that they feel optimistic about the re-
forms undertaken by the coalition.
Nevertheless, connections between
social movements and political parties
are still considered problematic by the
movement supporters.

Participation

Whereas representative demo-
cracy is based on the principle of del-
egation, the idea of participatory
democracy encompasses all possibil-
ities for citizens to intervene in de-
cisions regarding public issues. Parti-
cipatory democracy is seen as a
remedy to the pitfalls in existing rep-
resentative democracies. Some of the
problems are the bureaucratization
and professionalization of political
elites, their illicit connections with cor-
porate elites, and as a consequence
the concentration of decision making
at the apex, thus creating a system of
oligarchic power. Peoples’ broader and
more active involvement in the public
life can counter these negative effects
of representative democracy.

The forms of participation in the
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political process, evoked by the activ-
ists and protesters, are the following:
voting, participation in street protests,
citizens’ control over politicians and
public institutions, referendums. Bul-
garian protestors believe that voting
has so far been their only instrument
of participation: it is regarded as im-
perfect and insufficient, but still neces-
sary. Very few believe that voting can
bring about social change. They con-
ceive voting as a negative instrument
— it expresses dissatisfaction, or even
‘punishes” politicians.

Participation in street protests
and demanding the resignation of a
high state official or the government is
perceived as a variation of the negat-
ive accountability, exercised by voting.
Though protesting is still understood
principally as an instrument to over-
throw governments, with the growth of
single-issue protests during 2009-2012
and especially with the street actions
of the environmentalists, participation
in protest is seen more as a way to in-
fluence and/or participate in decision
making over issues of public interest.
The interviews with activists of the
green movement show a growing in-
terest in the implementation of local
referendums, which — they believe —
will facilitate the fight for the protection
of nature and against the corporate in-
terests of the tourism and construction
industries.

A particular understanding of citi-
zens’ control was developed by the
green activists and the founding mem-
bers of Protest Network. Activists of
the green movement often cite the slo-
gan: “The price of democracy is to be
vigilant!” This means citizens being on
the alert and going out in the streets
whenever they disagree with the auth-
orities. Yet another statement is popu-
lar among green activists — that they
are like a fire brigade. The moment a
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vigilant citizen alarms about an act of
abusing power (such as an illegal per-
mit, an illegal construction site, defor-
estation, or a bill that is being drafted),
everybody is ready to go out in the
streets and contest the act in question.

Deliberation

Alongside demands for stronger
instruments of exercising control over
the incumbents and thus “reclaiming
the state”, a more radical wing of the
2013 protesters developed the rhetoric
of a “system reload” or of a thorough
transformation of the political regime.
The process of forging demands and
raising claims was achieved through
deliberation among core activists and
organizations. Some called for signifi-
cant modifications in the electoral
code, others insisted on a new consti-
tution (and prepared drafts of new
charters), still others rejected the prin-
ciple of delegation and demanded “dir-
ect democracy”. Displaying a mixture
of utopianisms and pragmatism, the
winter 2013 movement drew up lists of
concrete demands (different lists were
prepared by different fractions of the
movement).

Some activists described the pro-
cess of deliberation during protest ac-
tions as the lived experience of social
change. According to one of the lead-
ers of the student occupation lvaylo
Dinev, in the occupied building of the
university (where an entire organiza-
tion of working groups, logistics and
special security unit was established),
the protesters created a new autonom-
ous student republic, a parallel state
prefiguring the new society in a nut-
shell (Dinev, 2014). Thus deliberation
about social change coincides with the
experience of social change (this the-
sis was contested by other parti-
cipants). However, in Bulgaria the at-

tempts with deliberative democracy
open to everybody remain marginal.

CONCLUSION

Recent social movements in Bul-
garia show some pronounced deficits
in the functioning of representative
democracy. Participants identify the
following problems: erosion of the con-
nection between voters and their rep-
resentatives, illicit connections
between political and corporate elites
and, as a consequence, an estab-
lished system of oligarchic power,
where the process of decision making
regarding public issues is not open to
public, but is the product of “backstage
games”. Citizen participation and con-
trol are seen as a remedy to the sys-
tem of oligarchic power, in the form of
vigilant citizens that act as a kind of
fire brigade against decisions of the
authorities. This citizen vigilance also
performs the functions of the fourth es-
tate. In recent Bulgarian social move-
ments, instruments to counter the
deficits of representative democracy
are sought mainly by means of parti-
cipatory politics, namely street demon-
strations and citizen control.
Paradoxically, by the end of the period,
the organizations founded with the
purpose of being an instruments of cit-
izen control, returned to forms of rep-
resentative democracy, putting trust in
one political party in the ruling coali-
tion. The attempts with deliberative
democracy in Bulgarian social move-
ments did not prove to be neither effi-
cient, nor sustainable.
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OA CU BbPHEM ObPXABATA.
KOHLUENUUN 3A JEMOKPALUATA B
COUUANHUTE OBUXEHUA B
BbJITAPUA NMPE3 NOCJIEAHUTE
roomHun B BbJIFAPUA (2009 — 2013)

BaneHTuHa Neopruesa
Kateapa ,Mictopua n Teopus Ha
kyntypara“, Coduinckn yHmsepcutet ,CB.
KnumeHt Oxpuackn®
Byn. ,Uapurpaacko woce* 125, 6n. 1, eT.
4, Codousa 1113

Pe3rome
lMpe3 nocredHUMe HAKOMKO 200UHU
8 bbrieapusi, kakmo u 8 Opyau Yyacmu Ha

ceema, cme ceudemeniu Ha WUPOKO
pasnpocmpaHeHue Ha couyuarnHu
osuxeHus. [Jokonnkomo  Hacmosiwama

enobasnHa kpusa ce orpedens npeduMHO
Kamo UKOHoMuYecKka U huHaHcoea Kpus3a,
ms rnocmaes noo 8bIpoC
Heonubepanuama Kamo OOKMpuHa Ha
MUHUManHa Hameca Ha Obpxasama Uu
Oepeeynayuss Ha nybnudHume bnaea.
Kakmo Hasecsikbde no ceema, maka U 8
bwbreapusi ce u3dueam uckaHus 3a Mo-
cusiHa Obpxaea U 2pax0aHCKo y4dacmue,
Kakmo u 3a OepaHu4YyaseaHe Ha e/1usiHUemo
Ha npusuneaupogaHu (cbuHaHcosu)
nobuma eb8 83uMaHemo Ha nosumMuU4YecKu
peweHuss. Cmamusma rnpednaza OaHHU,

cbbupaHu 4ypes mMemoodume Ha
0bs1I604UHHOMO UHMepsIo u
aHmpornosi02u4HoOmMo HabnwdeHue u

aHanusupaHu ¢ rnomowma Ha grounded
theory, o0606weHu 8 mMpu OCHOBHU
Kameezopuu: npedcmasumernHa
deMoKpauyus U nosumuyYyecku napmud,
yyacmue, OdenubepamueHa OeMOKpayus.
HaHHume rnokasseam CUJTHO
npednoyumaHue KbM  ¢opMume  Ha
epaxx0aHCKU KOHmMpOJ, Kakmo U U38eCmMHO
epbwaHe KbM gopmume Ha
npedcmasumeniHa 0eMoKpauus npu 4yacm
om npomecmupawume 8 Kpas Ha
uscnedsaHusi nepuod.
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Abstract

Currently the topic of our voca-
tional university education in Archival
Science and the opportunities for prac-
ticing the profession of Archivist in the
networking society is a question of
present interest, as long as the voca-
tional education is a priority of the Na-
tional strategy for development of the
Bulgarian higher education. The ob-
jective in this case is the preparation
of specialists — archivists ensuring the
formation of public documentary and
archival resources not only on a na-
tional level but also in the Member-
States of the European Union.

Despite that the Bulgarian archiv-
al education has had a comparatively
short history (1952-2015), from the
very beginning it has been commen-
surable with the established models
and achievements of the leading coun-
tries, with long-term ftraditions in this

field. The introductory retrospective re-

view, marking its development, cat-
egorically confirms these
characteristics.

The selected approach allows for
outlining the separate stages and au-
thors from various generations with
their ideas, theoretical contributions
and lecturing activity, directed towards
ensuring adequate university vocation-
al education in archival science, in
compliance with the public expecta-
tions and requirements towards the
profession of Archivist in our country.

Moreover, special attention has
been paid to the created electronic
educational resources for the needs of
the training in Archival and Docu-
mental Sciences at the Faculty of
History of Sofia University ,St. Kliment
Ohridski“. In this connection a chron-
icle of the nine scientific conferences
organized from 2005 until present on
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the occasion of the Specialty Day — 18
April has been included, as well as the
series University readings in archiv-
al science where the materials and
programmes of the separate confer-
ences are published.

As a conclusion the achieved res-
ults, prospects and challenges before
the contemporary Bulgarian university
archival vocational education are sum-
marized in compliance with the com-
mon European strategies,
programmes, regulations and policieis
in this field, including licensing of the
right of practicing the profession of
Archivist in the European Union.

In the beginning we would like to
note that the merit for the start but also
for the establishment of the Bulgarian
university archival science as a nation-
al educational model undoubtedly be-
longs to Sofia University «St. Kliment
Ohridski» (SU). As already known, for
more than six decades (since 1952,
until present) Alma Mater has success-
fully organized and conducted voca-
tional training and qualification in
archival science, preparing archivists
— specialist necessary for our country.
As a result more than 500 archivists
have gaduated during that time — rep-
resentatives of different generations,
including those with Bachelor's and
Master's degree in Archival and Docu-
mental Science, as well as several
dozens of PhD students and post-
graduate students. Most of them, in-
cluding foreign student, almost imme-
diately start work as archivists within
the system of state archives, in the
state and municipal administration, as
well as in the private public sector. The
information and forecasts related to
their vocational realization clearly in-
dicate that the contemporary archival
niche needs archivists of various pro-
fessional profiles, corresponding to the
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typology of the existing archives: es-
tablishments' archives, historical
archives, scientific archives in libraries
and museums, private archives, etc. In
its integrity they are also the main em-
ployers of the students graduating
Archival and Documental Sciences
from Sofia University. Their expecta-
tions however exceed the framework
of the traditional profile of the archivist
— historian, a product of the classical
archival education. The first specialty,
Archival Science (1952-1956) at the
Faculty of Philosophy has been direc-
ted towards | during the period 1952-
2002, as well as the specialization in
Archival Science created after its
transformation at the then Faculty of
Philosophy and History (Neykova,
2013).

This is why the recently opened
Bachelor's and Master's programmes
for vocational training in Archival Sci-
ence in some other Bulgarian higher
educational schools, among whichthe
University of Library Studies and In-
formation Technology, South-west Uni-
versity «Neofit Rilski» (SWU) remain
outside the scope of the present de-
velopment. Moreover, they currently
have not got diplomaed archivists un-
like the graduates from the specialty of
Archival and Documentary Sciences at
the Faculty of History of Sofia Uni-
versity, which has been functioning
from 2002 onwards. The diplomas is-
sued to the graduates are legitimate in
the Member States of the European
Union, since the right of exercising the
profession of Archivist has been li-
censed on a community level. The cri-
terion is that the relevant candidate
have an initial vocational education in
archival science or additional educa-
tion, acquired in accredited universit-
ies or other educational structures,
ensuring the relevant education. The
specialty of Archival and Documental
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Science at Sofia University definitely
meets the indicated requirements,
which is confirmed by the three official
accreditations on behalf of the Nation-
al agency for assessment and accred-
itation (NAAA) of all degrees of the
contemporary Bulgarian higher educa-
tion: Bachelor's, Master's and Phd
educational and qualification degree. It
is not incidental that on a national level
the relevant professions of archivist
and documentalist are included in the
National qualification of professions
and positions in the Republic of Bul-
garia, direction of Public Administra-
tion’.

Therefore even on this stage the
graduates of the reviewed specialty
form a professional class of legitimate
university diplomas, enabling them to
practice the profession of Archivist in
the Member States of the European
Union. On an annual basis their num-
ber will increase by the new gradu-
ates: bachelors, masters, PhD and
post graduate students, with additional
qualification in archival and document-
al science.

The specialty of Archival and
Documental Sciences at Sofia Uni-
versity, as we have already noted, is
the successor of the specialty of
Archival Science. In the period 1956-
2002 it had the status of building pro-
fessional education of the specialty of
History at SU. Its task is to provide
archivists — specialists for the archival
institutions and the state administra-
tion.

However the start of the Bulgari-
an archival university vocational edu-
cation was several years later — in the
academic year 1952/1953, when in re-

sponse to a governmental decree
defined in the command-administrative
style in the style typical for the previ-
ous totalitarian period and principles of
management, a profile of Archival Sci-
ence was opened with a 5-year term of
studies at the Faculty of Philosophy at
Sofia University (Neykova, 2009).

From the point of view of the en-
visaged term of education, the ques-
tion relates to the opening of an
independent university specialty. Ac-
cording to the records of the lectures
preserved, the training in the newly
opened specialty begins with 4 sub-
jects and the lectures in History and
organization of the archival activity in
the USSR and Library science and
bibliography were read by Prof. Todor
Borov, in History of the Bulgarian eco-
nomy — by Academician Zhak Natan
and in History of the state and law in
Bulgaria — by prof. Mihail Andreev
and prof. Vasil Tsonev. Prof. T. Borov
is the first permanently appointed lec-
ture of archival science at SU (since
1952) and also head of the Archival
Science department after its adminis-
trative differentiation in 1953 within the
structure of the above mentioned Fac-
ulty of Philosophy and History.

Soon after that the restructuring
of our higher education began in the
spirit of the dominant communist ideo-
logy. The ideologization in the sphere
of higher education affected the exist-
ing faculties, departments and uni-
versity specialties, in particular the
Archival Science. More specifically, on
13 October 1954, in connection with
the administrative order for division of
the History specialty into 4 specializa-
tions: History of Bulgaria and the Bul-

"In force as of 1 January 2006. A list of positions by classes, subclasses, groups and single groups of the
National qualification of professions and positions: 2431. Archivists, librarians and similar specialists in
computer science — 7001, Archivist:2432, 2432, Librarian and other information specialists — 7004,

Documentalist.
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garian Communist Party, History of the
USSR and the Communist Part of the
Soviet Union, Archaeology and Mu-
seum Activities, a written proposal for
the status of the specialty Archival Sci-
ence has been prepared, but now only
as one of the specializations within the
History specialty. As for the depart-
ment of Archival Science, according to
a resolution of the Academic Board, it
was resolved that the former depart-
ment of Archival Science should be
transformed into a department of Lib-
rary Science and Bibliography. In 1958
the specialty of Archival Science was
transferred from that department to the
department of History of Bulgaria. It
was not before 1972 when an inde-
pendent department of Archival Sci-
ence and Supplementary Historical
Subjects (ASSHS) was created at the
Faculty of Philosophy and History,
whereto the specialty of Archival Sci-
ence was also transferred.

It must be noted that the influ-
ence of the dominant communist ideo-
logy has determined the professional
destiny of the first university lecturers
of archival science: acad. Ivan
Duychev? and assoc. prof. Mariya
Mateeva. For the predominant part of
the Bulgarian archival college, both of
them, above any doubt, are outstand-
ing personalities and specialists who
have laid down the foundations of
Archivology, meaning Science of
Archives, as well as our University
archival science as a national educa-
tional model. Despite that their ideolo-
gical orientation, scientific interests,
administrative positions and possibilit-

ies for development for any of them
were different, there are also some
coinsidences. The latter result from the
conducted policy, the mechanisms
used and the existing complicated re-
lations within the academic community.

**%*

By a concurrence of circum-
stances 18 April is also the date of
birth of acad. Ivan Duychev (1907-
1986), who was elected for a patron of
the specialty of Archival and Docu-
mental Science at SU on its first con-
ference held in 2005, as a sign of
respect for his activities related to
studies, research and introduction to
science of the Bulgarian medieval doc-
umental and manuscript heritage
around the world, as well as to his leg-
acy regarding the establishment of the
archival institutions and the tasks of
the professional archival university
education in our country. Everything
recommended by him in his two
speeches during the first national
meeting organized in 1949 at the initi-
ative of the then Archival Institute at
the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
and dedicated to the problems of the
contemporary archival sector with a
view to the forthcoming institutionaliz-
ation of the archives and regulation of
their activity related to preservation
and utilization of our national archival
heritage, as part of the collective his-
torical memory, today is already a real-
ity (Neykova, 2004). What impresses
most in this case is not only his pro-
fessionalism but also his vision with

2 It is necessary to explain that lvan Duychey, although in 1981 was elected academician, preferred to be
a professor (meaning teacher (from Latin professor), due to which the Centre of Slavic and Byzantian
research at SU was named after ,Prof. lvan Duychev®. He was elected Professor of Medieval Bulgarian
History in 1967. Scientific reading room No: 100 at the Central State Archive is called ,Acad. Ivan

Duychev*.
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respect to the necessity of profession-
al education and qualification of the fu-
ture archivists in  our country.
Unfortunately the author of the famous
Lectures in Archival Science (Duychey,
1993) — the first issue in the field of
our theoretical archival science in our
contry (1950) did not have the oppor-
tunity to manifest himself as a uni-
versity lecturer in archival science.
The subsequent proposal made by
prof. T. Borov in his capacity of sci-
entific director of the department of
Library science and biblioraphy and of
prof. Aleksandar Burmov (department
of History of Bulgaria) for possible par-
ticipation of lvan Duychev in a compet-
ition for an associate professor in
Archival Science was not supported by
the then political and administrative
management of SU.

This is why the Lectures in
Archival Science of acad. Ivan
Duychev remain unknown to a number
of generations of Bulgarian archivists
and university lecturers. They were
read before their publication only dur-
ing the autumn course for preparation
of archivists, organized in 1949 by the
then Bulgarian Institute of Bibliography
(BIB).

Time however does not reduce
their scientific value. Now they still
preserve their significance as a clas-
sical model of development for sci-
entific purposes of the main theoretic
issues of the contemporary theoretical
archival science, the activity of the
archives, the archival education and
qualification. What makes an impres-
sion is the fact that in the separate
topics (24 in total), not a single trace
of the communist ideology or the class
and party-based approach as an im-
minent essence of the dominant marx-
ist-lenninist methodology at that time

3 http://electronic-library.org/

can be found. The author remains
loyal solely to his professionalism be-
cause in fact he was also a diplomaed
archivist — paleographer, graduate of
the School of archival science and pa-
leography at the Secret archive of the
Vatican (1935).

Only in 1993 his works were reis-
sued at the initiative of lecturers in
archival science from the department
of of Archival sciences and supple-
mentary historical subjects at the Fac-
ulty of History of SU. Currently the
edition is included in the Electronic lib-
rary of archival and documental sci-
ence, which was created with a view to
modernization of the educational pro-
cess in the subject Archival and docu-
mental science?.

According to acad. lvan Duychey,
the transformation of the historical sci-
ence into an accurate knowledge, try-
ing to encompass all sides of human
life and to become an expression of its
political, economical and social past,
directs specialists to archival docu-
ments, which are the most precious
historical building material, thus in-
creasing the interest in the archives
themselves as depositories of such
documents (Duychev, 1993). A priority
task of the Bulgarian historians and
archivists is the systematic tracing,
critical studying, copying and publish-
ing of archival documents and
manuscripts kept in foreign archives,
libraries and museums, about the Bul-
garian medieval history and culture.
His own bibliography is an evidence
of the accomplishment of this mission
of his, which has received due recog-
nition from most renown representat-
ives of the foreign historical
community.

At the same time acad. Duychev
underlines the significance of the new
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types of documents on technical bear-
ers — photo documents, phono docu-
ments, films, etc., which also need to
be tramsmitted and stored in the na-
tional historical archives since they are
part of the contemporary archival herit-
age.

Also, the author reviews, though
superficially, the appearance and de-
velopment of archives within the con-
text of the general historical process.
He illustrates with appropriate ex-
amples the specification of the archival
work, which includes the processes re-
lated to the gathering of archives and
forming the relevant documentary
complexes, systematization and de-
scription of the archival documents,
determination of their value and au-
thenticity on the basis of the relevant
requisites (author, date, seal, text, writ-
ten material, etc.), as well as their sys-
tematic publication for the purpose of
ensuring the necessary printed source
base for historic research in the re-
viewed period.

Prof. Duychev's lectures are also
important for the clarification of the
Bulgarian archival terminology, includ-
ing the terminology related to the so
called supplementary historical sub-
Jjects or special historical subjects, as
one more correct denomination in this
case. They refer to the following:
knowledge of sources, paleography,
diplomatics, historical chronology, his-
torical metrology, sphragistics, archeo-
graphy, etc. The methodological set of
tools of the above disciplines, an ob-
ject of which are the written historical
sources or separate parts thereof,
practically finds the broadest applica-
tion in the professional work of archiv-
ists.

The information in the reviewed
monography is especially valuable with
respect to the school plans and cur-
ricula of European universities and
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professional schools with long-lasting
traditions in the education and prepar-
ation of archivists — historians. The
concepts and requirements of acad.
Duychev for the still unpopular profes-
sion of archivist in our country conform
to the established foreign educational
models and standards in the field of
professional training in archival sci-
ence: ... the archivist should not only
be considered as a n ordinary clerk,
assigned with the task of preservation
and description of popular archival
materials. Just the opposite, he should
be included among the actual scientific
workers and should be considered as
first assistant and associate of the
scholar and research worker. His work
imposes extreme scientific responsibil-
ity and requires deep and essential
knowledge in the field of several sci-
entific disciplines. Hie should possess,
above all, profound knowledge in the
field of general and special history, be-
cause archival documents are the
most valuable historical sources. He
should know old and new language in
order to cope with the great variety of
archival values originating from differ-
ent times and peoples. Sometimes this
knowledge should be even more pro-
found since he may come across doc-
uments reflecting the language of one
epoch or one limited language area.
He needs knowledge of paleography in
order to read old documents written in
one or another language with one or
another alphabet. He must also know
the different chronological systems
and the methods used for each specif-
ic chrolological element so that a doc-
ument is dated as accurately as
possible. He needs knowledge of
sphragistics in order to be able to read
and explain a seal. And last, in addi-
tion to the special knowledge of differ-
ent areas, he should also know what
we call archivo economy and archivo-
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technique, i.e. information about the
preservation of documents and the
archive structure (Duychev 1993).

* k%

As already mentioned, the next
stage 1958-2002 of the development
of the university professional educa-
tion in archival science comprises the
development of specialization in
Archival Science to the specialty of
History at SU. Generally this stage is
mostly related to the work of as-
soc.prof. Mariya Mateeva (Kuzman-
ova) — a long-term lecturer in archival
science (from 1958 to 1983) who came
to the university as an established
specialist from the system of the state
archives, but also head of the depart-
ment of Archival science and supple-
mentary historical disciplines after its
administrative differentiation in 1972.

The merit for creation of a con-
temporary and scientifically correct
curriculum for training of archivists
within the specialization, belongs to
her. It makes an impression that the
separate disciplines included in it com-
ply with the leading achievements and
tendencies in the foreign theoretical
archival science and practice during
the reviewed period (Pendzhekova-
Hristeva, 2012). Lectures were read
and workshops in Documental science
were organized in the late 1964, and
later also in Foundations of archival
science, History and organization of
archival establishments, Theory and
practice of archival activity, Information
system of archives, Archeography, His-
tory of the Bulgarian state institutions,
etc. The new readings allow for the ad-
equate preparation of the future Bul-
garian archivists with a view to the
public expectations and requirements
towards the profession of Archivist not
only in our country.

In this connection it should be
noted that in 1959 the Bulgarian
archives subordinated to the then
Archive Department (1952-1961) of
the Ministry of Interior, are accepted
as member of the Inernational Council
on Archives — ICA). This circum-
stance broadens international cooper-
ation in terms of involvement in
programs of general interest, the
timely familiarization with the technolo-
gical innovations in the field of docu-
menting and archiving, and also the
tendencies in the development of the
university archival education and qual-
ification.

In 1975, at the request of as-
soc.prof. Mateeva, a general course in
Archival science was studied in the
specialty of History at SU for the first
time. The content was based on her
monography — History of archives and
organization of the Bulgarian archival
work (Kuzmanova, 1966).

It traces for the first time the his-
tory and development of archives in
the different periods of existance of
the Bulgarian country, including their
typology and organization during the
contemporary period until the middle
of the 60s of the past century. The
content has been systematized in 9
parts, 4 of which were dedicated to the
establishment and building of our na-
tional archival system. For this pur-
pose the author reviews the issues
regarding the status, profiles and ad-
ministrative subordination of the differ-
ent state archives: central, local and
the so called departmental archives
with permanent documents, as well as
the establishment of the parallel and
differentiated network of political
parties' archives.

Generally the periodization of the
history of the Bulgarian archives meets
the requirements of the class and
political and formation approach, spe-
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cific for the Marxist-Lenninist mehodo-
logy and terminology, dominating dur-
ing that period.

The author is convinced that the
organization of the newly established
Bulgarian archival institutions on the
analogy of the Soviet centralized mod-
el, is the only correct choice. In ac-
cordance with the official
historiography, she also determines
our national archival system, which
was launched in 1951 under the pat-
tern of the Soviet archives, as the
highest stage in the development of
the Bulgarian archives and the our
archival history. According to as-
soc.prof. Mateeva, the still unsolved
problems in this sector are only due to
the incomplete centralization of the
Bulgarian archives, in comparison with
the organization of the Soviet archives
during that time. (Kuzmanova, 1966).

Despite its methodological imper-
fections, the above mentioned mono-
graphy is the first comprehensive
study of the history and contemporary
organization of the Bulgarian archives,
and empyrically it is still useful for the
research workers dealing with these
problems, including for educational
purposes.

* k%

The newest stage in the history of
the Bulgarian university archival sci-
ence is related to the opening and es-
tablishment of the specialty Archival
and Documental Science at SU. lts
launching (2002) coincides with the
beginning of the reform of the archive
system left from the previous totalitari-
an system, from the so called Soviet
model. It is a well-known fact that it is
reproduced in the countries from the
former Eastern bloc, among which is
Bulgaria. Here this model of archival
system functioned during the period
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1951-1989. After the end of the Cold
war and the transition from a totalitari-
an country and society to the contem-
porary democratic values and market
economy, the archival and information-
al sector also started to reform in a le-
gislative, structural, technological and
personnel aspect.

On the other side, our profession-
al university archival education, rep-
resented by the specialization Archival
science at SU, also has to adapt to the
new realms and technological innova-
tions in the formation, preservation
and utilization of the public document-
ary and archival resource, in connec-
tion with the so called life cycle of the
documents. As a result, at the begin-
ning of the 90s of the past century, the
number of students who decide to be-
come archivists in the former special-
ization Archival science at SU or in the
specialized courses for postgraduate
qualification began to increase. Unlike
the previous period, when direction of
the students towards the specializa-
tions was practically performed under
an administrative allocation. The in-
terest in the professional archival edu-
cation increased with the
announcement of the first master's
programs in archival and documental
science after the adoption of the
Three-stage higher education act.

Taking into account the public
need of specialists with primary uni-
versity education in archival science
under the conditions of the contempor-
ary information society and electronic
management, in 2002 a project for
opening of the above mentioned spe-
cialty Archival and Documental Sci-
ence was developed. The adopted
initiative of lecturers in archival sci-
ence from the department of Archival
and Documental Science, (assoc.prof.
A. Neykova and chief assistant Valeri
Katsunov), which was also supported
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by the faculty and university manage-
ment, responded to certain public ex-
pectations. At the same time the scope
of the archival reform carried out in the
country was also expanded, as far as
the professional archival education is
an important precondition for its res-
ults.

The opportunities for professional
realization of the graduates are real.
The profession of archivist at the be-
ginning of 21st century is already uni-
versal and the work of archivists is
necessary not only in the sphere of
management and social activities, but
also in any administrative structure us-
ing documents.

The opening of th specialty
Archival and documental science in
the academic year 2002/2003 marks
the beginning, as we already noted, of
a new stage in the history of the Bul-
garian archival professional education
and qualification. During the past 13
years its development and ratification
in the system of the Bulgarian higher
education is closely connected with
the scientific research and lecturing
activity of prof. Andriana Neykova,
Dsc. During that period she read the
main profiled lectures for Bachelor's
and Master's programs of the special-
ties Archival and documental sciencce
and History not only at Sofia University
but also in other higher educational in-
stitutions. Moreover, she is a scientific
director of over 200 graduates and
postgraduate students, including from
abroad. All of them bring her highest
level of satisfaction and hope for the
future of the professional archival
education exactly at Sofia University
(Pendzhekova-Hristeva, 2015).

Special attention should be paid
to the achievements of prof. Neykova,
directed towards the modernization of
the educational process through the
creation of contemporary information

resources. She is the scientific director
of the first of its kind profiled Electron-
ic library in archival and documental
science, and the graphic designer and
coordinator is David Ninov.

The library, organized as a data-
base, provides in an electronic form,
through the Internet, a considerable
part of the contemporary Bulgarian
archival literature and legislation, as
well as the most significant foreign de-
velopments in this area, with an em-
phasis on the established community
and international archival strategies,
regulations and standards. The data
for the use of the library evidence that
the number of its readers, also from
abroad, increases over time. In the
past 2014 the total number of readers
was already 26 328, who have visited
it 38 291 times and the information re-
source of the library systematically in-
creases (Ninov, 2015). The
aforementioned library has no analogy
in our country and abroad and is prac-
tically an important step towards the
future distance learning within the spe-
cialty Archival and Documental Sci-
ence.

It is worth mentioning that in 2014
an e-tool was published at the Elec-
tronic library: Archives in the virtual
space (Neykova, A. & Pendzhekova-
Hristeva, R., 2014).

The issue is designated for train-
ing of students from the general
course in Archival science, which is
lectured in a number of university pro-
grams. The idea of its creation,
however, comes from an earlier period
and is connected with the monography
of prof. Andriana Neykova, Archives
and Society, published in 2007. It was
the starting point for the search of im-
ages of documents and archives com-
plementing the monography. This is
why the selected illustrations fully
comply with the topic, content, struc-
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ture and chronological scope of
Archives and Society. The descriptions
thereto make the necessary specifica-
tions, including terminological, which
allow for the use of an e-edition as an
independent educational tool in archiv-
al science (Neykova, 2014).

The electronic issue Archives in
the virtual space provides the readers
with interest in authentic documental
memory, with the opportunity to experi-
ence an unforgettable trip in the world
of archives. Within the context of their
appearance and historical develop-
ment, the formation and destiny of the
Bulgarian archive heritage has been
outlined, as wel as the typology, insti-
tutionalization and the contemporary
organization of our archives. The mes-
sage is that documents and archives
are an indicator of the state, the cultur-
al traditions and level, as well as the
scientific and technological potential of
any society. Such a trip, though virtual,
not only specifies the concepts and en-
riches the knowledge of the readers of
the significance of the documental
evidence, but we believe it will provoke
their personal stand on the care for
their preservation. Outside the official
regulations and state policy, the form-
ation of public documental and archiv-
al resources is in fact a responsibility
of the entire society.

It is a well known fact that the
archival heritage is part of the collect-
ive historical memory and the docu-
ments and archives have been one of
the everlasting symbols of civilizations
in the ancient world. And in the con-
temporary networking society the in-
formation resources of the archives
constitute a universal historical code.
Exactly this code enables our identific-
ation and presence in the global cyber
space as a historically differentiated
community, thanks to its thousand
years of cultural and state tradition.
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(Neykova, 2014).

The educational model of organ-
ization of an electronic archive on the
basis of the Nomenclature of the cases
with deadlines for their safekeeping,
developed by prof. A. Neykova and D.
Ninov is also useful with a view to the
modernization of the educational re-
sources in archival science and the
processes in the contemporary archiv-
al and information sector.

Currently prof. Neykova and her

students are preparing e-learning
notebooks for contemporary interactive
training in the main specialized

cources: Archival theory and methodo-
logy, Archeography, etc.

**k%*

As already mentioned, scientific
conferences have been conducted on
an annual basis since 2005, celebrat-
ing the Day of the specialty Archival
and Documental Science at SU, and
the materials and participants are pub-
lished in the series University readings
in archival science. Within the period
2005-2015 nine conferences have
been held. The first one was on the
following topic: The Bulgarian uni-
versity archival science as an educa-
tional model — history and future. The
second conference in the same format
was organized in 2007 and was dedic-
ated to the 100%™ anniversary of the
birth of acad. Ivan Duychev. In 2008
the third conference ws held: The Bul-
garian archives and the university
archival science in 21st century. The
fourth conference, The European
archival priorities and the Bulgarian
archival reform, including a round
table, on the following topic: The Bul-
garian archives and the profession of
Archivist in the European Union, was
held in 2010. The day of the specialty
was celebrated with another confer-
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ence in 2011: The contemporary clas-
sical archival science and the Bulgari-
an university  computer  archival
science  —  interaction,  policies,
strategies. It includes two modules:
The contemporary archives, the Bul-
garian university archival science and
opportunities for interinstitutional co-
operation; Specialty “Archival and Doc-
umental Science” - achievements,
problems and prospects. In 2012 the
specialty of Archival and Documental
Science celebrated its first anniversary
on the occasion of the 10" anniversary
of its official opening during the aca-
demic year 2002/2003 at Sofia Uni-
versity, which coincided with an even
more respectful anniversary — the 60"
anniversary of the Bulgarian profes-
sional archival education. The topic of
the jubilee anniversary: Archives, pro-
fession and education — realms and
strategies, was the occasion for the
balance of the achievement and the
hope for the future of the Bulgarian
university archival science, as well as
the profession of Archivist, under the
conditions of the contemporary net-
working society (Pendzhekova-
Hristeva, 2012). The 7t scientific con-
ference: Philosophy of the archival
knowledge and achievements of the
Bulgarian university archival science,
which was held on 18 April 2013 was
also a major event (Pendzhekova-
Hristeva, 2013). The eighth scientific
conference: The Bulgarian university
archival science — theoretical level,
educational content and professional
profiles, drew the attention of the
archival community to the necessity of
preparation of archivists of various
professional profiles, meeting the actu-
al necessities of the labour market
(Pendzhekova-Hristeva, R. 2014).

This year on 16 and 17 April the
ninth conference of Archival and Docu-
mental Science took place: The uni-

versity professional archival education
and archival information sector -
realms and challenges. It was organ-
ized in cooperation with the Faculty of
History at SU and the State Archival
Agency (SAA). During its official open-
ing the Rector of Sofia University, prof.
lvan lichev and the Head of SAA, as-
soc.prof. Mihail Gruev re-signed the
Contract for cooperation between the
two institutions.

Generally the scientific confer-
ences conducted until present con-
tributie to the maintenance of the
necessary professional dialogue within
the Bulgarian archival community. The
intentions for publishing of the materi-
als from the conferences in a special-
ized sequence of University readings
in archival science however are facing
some obstacles, mostly of financial
nature. This is why the first volume,
The Bulgarian university archival sci-
ence, became a bibliographical fact
only in 2009. The collection presents
21 scientific works and a special place
is designated to the works of PhD stu-
dents and the students from the pro-
gram (6 esseys and reports in total),
published in the section: The voice of
the young. This section is present in
all subsequent volumes. It should be
noted that the biggest hope and con-
fidence in the future of the subject
Archival and Documental Science at
Sofia University are exactly the works
of the youngest authors.

60 years of Bulgarian university
archival science and 10 years of the
program Archival and Documental Sci-
ence at SU ,St. Klimen Ohridski“ is the
title of the second volume (2013). The
collection, apart from the materials
from the jubilee conference, also in-
cludes selected materials from former
conferences, contributing to the en-
lightenment of the history and devel-
opment of the Bulgarian university
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archival science as a specific integral
scientific knowledge (Neykova, 2013).

The third volume of the University
readings was issued in two separate
parts: |. Philosophy of archival know-
ledge and achievements of the Bul-
garian university archival science
(2014); WII. The Bulgarian university
archival science — theoretical level,
educational content and professional
profiles (2015). For the first time the
volume was issued in two simultan-
eous variants — classical and typo-
graphic edition and an e-edition (CD).
The aim is to response in an adequate
manner to the expectations of the
readers, who belong to different gener-
ations and have different preferences
to the format of the edition (Neykova,
2015).

* k%

In  conclusion: The  results
achieved during the past 13 years from
the successful launching of the spe-
cialty Archival and Documental Sci-
ence at SU clearly indicate that it has
already been establisheed and is func-
tioning as a national university educa-
tional model. However, the future of
the Bulgarian university archival sci-
ence as a competitive national model
within the European Union already re-
quires the search of additional possib-
ilities for education and qualification of
archivists and documentalists with
contemporary professional profiles.
(Neykova, 2015). In this connection we
will recollect an already forgotten idea
of acad. lvan Duychev, which becomes
topical again. In connection with the
necessity of professional training and
qualification of the specialists working
in the archives, he clarifies: When
people realize the need of correct or-
ganization of our archives we of
course will think about the preparation
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of scientific workers in this area,
namely for the preparation of archiv-
ists through some temporary course
or, even better, through some kind of
school of archival science, with all ne-

cessary subjects included therein
(Pendzhekova-Hristeva, 2012).
Moreover, the same autonomous

format of educational structures has its
very successful analogies in the Mem-
ber States of the EU — France, Ger-
many, Russia, etc.
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NMOCTUXEHUATA HA
BbJITAPCKATA YHUBEPCUTETCKA
APXUBUCTUKA U CbBPEMEHHUTE

NMPEAU3BUKATEJICTBA NPEN
NMPODPECUATA APXUBUCT

AHapuaHa HenkoBa',
PycaneHa NeHaxekoBa-XpucreBa?
CY ,Cs. KnumeHT Oxpuacku®, éyn. ,Llap
OcBoboauten“ 15, 1504 Codus
2Ny ,Mauncun Xunengapckn®, dunnan —
CwmongH, yn. ,Aunyo MNetpos* 32, 4700
CwmonsH

Pe3rome
KbM Hacmoswus MOMeHm memama
3a npoghecuoHarIHOMoO HuU yHusepcumem-

CKO o0bpasosaHue o apxusucmuka Uu
8b3MOXHOCMUME 3a yrnpaxHseaHe Ha
npogecussma apxusucm 8 MpPEX080MO
obuwecmeo e ocobeHo akmyariHa,
dokonkomo npoghecuoHariHomo o0bpa3so-
gaHue e npuopumem 6 HauuoHanHama
cmpameausi 3a passumue Ha
6br1i2zapckomo sucuwe obpasosaHue.
Llenma e cny4yas e nodzomoekama Ha
cneyuanucmu apxusucmu, Koumo Oa
ocueypsieam gopmupaHemo Ha
nybnuyHume OOKyYMeHmarHu U apxusHu
pecypcu He caMO Ha HayUOHaJlHO
pasHuwe, HoO U 8 Obp)xXasume 4YrIeHKU Ha
Eeponelickus cbro3.

Bbrnipeku 4e 6brzapcKkomo apxueHo
obpasosaHue uma cpasHUME/IHO Kpamka
ucmopus: (1952 - 2015), owe om
caMomo Hayarlo mo € CbU3MepumMo C
ymebpdeHume Mooesnu U MOCMUXEHUS Ha
godewume Obpxasu Cc Obr2o/IeMHU
mpaduyuu 8 masu obnacm. Bbeexdauu-
AmM KpambK pempocriekmugseH o0630p,

Mapkupauw, Heeo80omo passumue,
Kameeopu4yHOo nomenpxdaea masu
Xxapakmepucmuka.

UN3bpaHusm nodxod mnoseosnsea Oa
6b0am omkpoeHU omdenHume emanu u
asmopu om pas/luU4HU e2eHepauyuu ¢
mexHume udeu, MeopemuyHuU MPUHOCU U
npenodasamericka 0OelHOCM, Haco4YeHa
KbM ocueypsieaHe Ha adekeamHo
yHU8epcumemcKko rnpogecuoHanHo obpa-
308aHuUe o0 apxusucmuka 6 Ccbomeem-
cmeue c obuiecmeeHume o4yakeaHusi U
u3ucKeaHusl KbM npoghecusima apxueucm
y Hac.

OceeH mosa, crneuuasnHo 8HUMaHUe
e omldeneHo U Ha cb30adeHume

ef1eKmpPOHHU y4yebHU  pecypcu 3a
nompebHocmume Ha o0b6y4yeHuemo 8
crieyuanHocm Apxuesucmuka u

dokyMeHmasnucmuka 8 Vicmopu4yecKku
pakynmem Ha Codgpulicku yHusepcumem
,C8. Knumenm Oxpudcku”. B ma3su epb3Ka
e 8K/104EHa u XpOHUKa Ha
opeaHusupaHume om 2005 2. doceza
obwo desem Hay4yHU KOHgepeHyuu o
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noeod [leHs Ha cneyuanHocmma — 18 cbepeMeHHomo  bbrieapcko  yHuUsepcu-
anpun, Kakmo u nopeduyama memcko apxusHo rnpoghecuoHasnHo
YHueepcumemcku YyemeHusi no obpazosaHue 8 cbomeemcmeue  C

apxueucmukKa, 8 KOoAmo ce ny6nu1<yeam obwonpuemume espornetcku cmpa-
Mamepuanume u rpoepamume Ha meeuu, rpoepamu, peenameHmMu u

omoerniHume KoHgpepeHyuu. noumuku 8 masu obsacm, 8 moea 4ucro
B  3aknwoyeHue ce obobwasam u nuuyeHlupaHemo Ha [paeomo 3a
rnocmueHamume pesyrimamdu, rnepcriek- yripaxkHsieaHe npogecusma apxusucm 8

mueu U npedussukamesricmea  nped Eeponelickusi cbro3.
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Abstract

In 2011 ARIT launched a major
project with international participation
to catalogue and digitize the Archives
of the American Board in Istanbul.
Both the authors of the present article
have taken an active part in its imple-
mentation at some stage of it, which
gave them the opportunity to become
acquainted with a number of valuable
documents and materials. The present
article highlights the importance of the
archives as a major source of informa-
tion about the Bulgarian history.

Introduction

The American Research Institute
in Turkey (ARIT) is a non-profit educa-
tional institution that promotes North
American and Turkish research and
exchanges related to Turkey in all
fields of the humanities and social sci-
ences. ARIT maintains centers in
Istanbul and Ankara and runs fellow-
ship programs to support research in
Turkey at doctoral and advanced re-
search levels [1]. The ARIT Istanbul
center often hosts Bulgarian scholars
and cooperates with them in various
research projects.

The ARIT-Istanbul library has ap-
proximately 14,000 volumes and journ-
als, covering the Byzantine, Ottoman,
and modern Turkish periods. The insti-
tute also houses the library holdings of

the American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions (ABCFM), rich in
nineteenth- and early twentieth-cen-
tury material on the American missions
in Anatolia, the Balkans, and the
Middle East [2].

In 2011, ARIT launched a project
to preserve, catalogue, and digitize the
archives of the American Board’s head
office in Istanbul, which closed and
transferred its holdings to ARIT in
2010. ARIT’s aim is to make this col-
lection, which comprises approxim-
ately 300,000 documents dating back
to the 1820s, publicly available for re-
search on the worldwide web. In the
first half of 2015, the authors of this
article participated in the cataloguing
process as ARIT interns, and ARIT
looks forward to the further close in-
volvement of Bulgarian scholars in the
project.

* % %

The American Board archives are
housed at Istanbul’s SALT Research
Center and Library, situated in the
building of the former head office of
the Imperial Ottoman Bank. SALT ex-
plores critical and timely issues in
visual and material culture, and cultiv-
ates innovative programs for research
and experimental thinking [3]. SALT is
responsible both for the storage and
scanning of the archives, as well as
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providing the venue for their online dis-
play. Access to the physical docu-
ments is currently restricted, in
accordance with the plan to make
them accessible entirely via the Inter-
net [4]. Realization of this aim will al-
low scholars all over the world to have
a free access to the American Board
archives.

Foundation and Development
of the ABCFM in Anatolia and South-
eastern Europe

The American Board of Commis-
sioners for Foreign Missions was es-
tablished in 1810, in the state of
Massachusetts, USA. Subsequently,
the ABCFM founded missions in North
America, Europe, Africa, the Pacific,
and Asia. Anatolia and southeastern
Europe were two chief areas of its
work. The first missionaries to this re-
gion, Pliny Fisk and Levi Parsons, ar-
rived in lzmir (Smyrna) in 1820, on
route to Jerusalem.

In 1822, the ABCFM opened a
press at Malta to serve the Mediter-
ranean. Other ventures followed, and
the ABCFM’s administrative structures
in the region changed over time. The
mission to Western Asia was estab-
lished in 1827; the mission to Greece
in 1831 (after the Greek war of inde-
pendence); the mission to the Armeni-
ans in Turkey in 1844, and the
Assyrian Mission in 1852. The ABCFM
began working among Bulgarians in
the Ottoman Empire’'s European territ-
ories in 1858.

ABCFM missionaries contributed
to the establishment of a millet for the
Ottoman Empire’s Protestant subjects
in 1847, which was reaffirmed in 1850.
This helped fuel the missionaries’ ef-
forts, and up to 1914 they founded
churches, hospitals, printing presses,
schools, and colleges throughout the
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Ottoman Empire, primarily to support
local Protestant and other Christian
communities. In 1860-1, the ABCFM
organized its work in Anatolia into the
Western, Central, and Eastern Turkey
Missions, mainly to serve Armenians,
Greeks, Nestorians, and Bulgarians,
as well as some Muslims. These mis-
sions comprised 23 stations (places
with resident missionaries), 81 outsta-
tions, 44 missionaries, 3 doctors, 45
female assistant missionaries, 109
schools with 3,308 students, and a
press in Istanbul (annual expenditure
$120,503.20).

In 1870, the ABCFM opened a
headquarters in Istanbul, known as the
“‘Bible House” since it also housed the
offices of the American and the British
and the Foreign Bible Societies. The
same year marked the establishment
of the European Turkey Mission, which
focused on territories in the Balkans.
In 1914, the European, Western, Cent-
ral, and Eastern Turkey Missions in-
cluded 24 stations, 308 outstations,
209  missionaries, 1,299  native
laborers, 450 schools with 25,922 stu-
dents, 9 hospitals, 10 dispensaries,
and a publication department for each
mission (annual expenditure
$313,917.32), which made up about
one quarter of the ABCFM’s work
worldwide.

Between 1914 and 1923, when
Turkey’s population suffered from war,
famine, and disease, and the number
of Christians was lessened by deporta-
tion, emigration, and atrocities, the
ABCFM’s work in the region dimin-
ished. In 1924, the Western, Central,
and Eastern Missions were combined
into a single Turkey Mission [5].

* % %

The American Board archives are
a principal source for researching the



Bulgarian Added Value to ERA

Board’s history, the careers and activit-
ies of its missionaries, and its impact
on the region. As the mission stations
in the Ottoman Empire grew, as well
as in the newly established countries
in the Balkan Peninsula, the influence
of American missionaries in contem-
porary, local social and political pro-
cesses also increased. Members of
the ABCFM were in contact with polit-
ical leaders, diplomats, and intelligent-
sia from southeastern Europe, and
they contributed to the formation of
local elites. The many American Board
schools, colleges, hospitals, orphan-
ages, churches, women's clubs, and
publications created a natural, access-
ible environment for coexistence, co-
operation, and mutual exchange
between the missionaries and the local
populace, which contributed to the
spread of new values and trends. Ex-
amples include attempts to further the
emancipation of women; encourage
tolerance among different ethnic
groups, no matter their cultural or reli-
gious background; and promote the
ideals of volunteerism and charity.

Classification of the Archives
and Their Importance for Bulgarian
History

The American Board archives of-
fer a broad field for research and ana-
lysis, with opportunities for specialized
or interdisciplinary studies. The docu-
ments can be classified roughly into
three general categories.

The first includes financial re-
cords related to banking, accounting,
purchasing, shipping, property, etc.

The second consists of reports,
letters, and other correspondence
about a variety of topics that cover or
reflect local and international events,
governmental and political matters,
and social and economic life, etc. (This

body of material is especially important
for the history of the Ottoman Empire
and the Balkans at the end of the nine-
teenth and the beginning of the twenti-
eth centuries.)

The third category comprises
documents specifically related to mis-
sionary endeavors, such as the open-
ing of schools, colleges, and health
facilities, the establishment of mission
stations, relief work, etc.

The records (manuscript,
typescript, and print) are primarily in
English, but a number are also drafted
in Armenian, Greek, Ottoman Turkish,
French, and German.

* % %

A large segment of documents
were generated by or received at the
office of the American Board’s treas-
urer and chief administrator in Istanbul
from 1881 to 1925, William Wheelock
Peet (d. 1943). Reports, correspond-
ence, and financial records to and
from mission stations throughout the
Ottoman Empire and the Balkans, as
well as the Board’s home office in Bo-
ston and other international locations,
all passed through the treasury office.
Besides mission personnel, Peet was
in contact with many prominent diplo-
matic, governmental, and public fig-
ures, and he was both a witness to
and participant in contemporary re-
gional political and social affairs. Be-
sides his work for the ABCFM, Peet
fulfilled leading roles in other, affiliated
organizations, such as the local
branch of the YMCA, the American
Chamber of Commerce in Istanbul,
and Near East Relief (NER), whose re-
cords are included in his files in the
archives.

The American Board archives of-
fer significant information about Bul-
garia in the nineteenth and early
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twentieth centuries. The Board began
its work among the Bulgarians in 1858,
when they were still under Ottoman
rule [6], and its records are an import-
ant source for key episodes in the his-
tory of Bulgaria and its relations with
other Balkan countries in the following
decades.

The Balkan Wars are one ex-
ample of events broadly represented in
the archives. Correspondence
between American missionaries who
were located in various Balkan cities
directly or indirectly affected by the
conflicts provide firsthand details
about many different subjects, includ-
ing military supplies, prisoners of war,
activities of diplomatic missions,
refugees and social problems, etc. For
example, correspondence from mis-
sionary Elisabeth C. Clark, who was
located in Sofia (Bulgaria), mentions a
pause in hostilities, which was used by
the Bulgarian government to convert
the military academy in Sofia into a
hospital for wounded soldiers. Clark
also wrote about the provision of ne-
cessities such as flour and salt to Adri-
anople (Edirne) [7], as well as the
Bulgarian siege and capture of the city.
Some postcards in the collection testi-
fy to Adrianople’s new status as part of
Bulgaria, with the city’s name rendered
as “Odrin” and a salutation from “New
Bulgaria” [8].

Some missionaries expressed
personal views about the Balkan Wars,
including criticisms. For instance, in a
letter to William Peet, dated October
18, 1912, James F. Clarke of Sofia
(Bulgaria) reproached the Great
Powers for opposing the conflict [9].
Another missionary correspondent,
Robert Thomson of Samokov (Bul-
garia), discussed the regional political
situation in wartime, with special refer-
ence to supply and communications in
the Board’s Bulgarian stations of the
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European Turkey Mission [10]. Inform-
ation about contemporary events was
also provided from Thessaloniki
(Greece) by Edward B. Haskell [11].
Moreover, the Board archives include
correspondence about internal political
decisions, such as the conversion of
300,000 Pomaks to Christianity [12].

The correspondence of Mary L.
Matthews of Monastir (Bitola, Turkey)
is particularly interesting for its ac-
count of the political and social situ-
ation in the city during the First Balkan
War and the detailed description of its
conquest by the Serbian army [13].
Matthews also provides information
about the initial measures of the new
Serb administration, one of which was
to forbid the use of the Bulgarian lan-
guage in schools [14].

The victories of the Bulgarian
army and its advance on the Ottoman
capital provoked discussions in the
United States about the future of the
Empire and the American missionaries
residing there, especially in Con-
stantinople [15]. American attitudes to-
ward the First Balkan War were a main
subject of correspondence between
William Peet and George F. Herrick of
New York, James L. Barton of Boston,
Herbert E. B. Case of Boston, and Wil-
liam Nesbitt Chambers of Chicago
[16]. Information about the number of
foreign battleships in Istanbul, the
safety of missionaries there, and chol-
era in the city’s surroundings is also
included in their communications.

Education in the Ottoman Em-
pire’s American schools is an espe-
cially prominent topic in the ABCFM
archives. One of Turkey’s most distin-
guished American educational institu-
tions, Istanbul’s Robert College, was
founded in 1863 by a former ABCFM
missionary, Cyrus Hamlin, and Chris-
topher Rheinlander Robert, a wealthy
New York businessman and philan-
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thropist. According to the stipulations
of the board of trustees, the school
was supposed to accept students of all
races, nationalities, and religions,
without prejudice or discrimination
[17], and the college became a center
for the education of Bulgarians, many
of whom who contributed significantly
to the formation of a Bulgarian intelli-
gentsia [18]. Indeed, Robert College’s
first class included Petko Gorbanoff,
who later played a major role in Bul-
garian political life. Many other of the
school’s Bulgarian graduates filled im-
portant posts in the government of Bul-
garia, such as Stephan Panaretoff.

Panaretoff is best known as Bul-
garia’s minister plenipotentiary to the
United States (from September 1914)
and as a pioneer of diplomatic rela-
tions between Sofia and Washington.
However, he was also closely associ-
ated with Robert College, where he
was first appointed as an instructor in
1872 and later as a professor of Bul-
garian literature in 1875. In Istanbul he
worked for the Bulgarian cause and
alerted the European powers to the
Bulgarian Question during the atrocit-
ies in 1876. Undoubtedly, his efforts
helped shape Western public opinion
and gain support from London both for
the creation of the Bulgarian state and
for Bulgarian acquisition of eastern
Rumelia [19]. Panaretoff’'s importance
is even more evident in the preserva-
tion of Bulgarian national conscious-
ness under the Ottoman rule,
exemplified by his articles in the news-
paper Zornitsa, which informed and
educated people of many generations
[20].

Stephan Panaretoff authored a
work of political analysis [21], but he
himself has never been the subject of
sufficient, in-depth research. Perhaps
the archives of the American Board will
help fill this blank spot, especially

about his years in Istanbul. In his ca-
pacity as Bulgarian envoy extraordin-
ary and minister plenipotentiary to the
United States, Panaretoff was involved
in solving issues related to Bulgarian
prisoners of war in izmit (Turkey) dur-
ing World War |, as evidenced by the
Board’s archives [22].

William Peet’s extensive corres-
pondence might reveal some aspects
of the development of the Macedonian
Internal Committee, including the as-
saults in Thessaloniki [23], at the be-
ginning of the twentieth century.
Furthermore, it could provide addition-
al details about the famous Ellen
Stone Affair. Despite her experience
with the Committee, Stone continued
to pursue her missionary work in the
region and proposed collaboration
between the United States and organ-
izations in Albania, Macedonia, Bul-
garia, and Romania that sought to
foster better education and procure
financial support for educational insti-
tutions in these countries [24].

The Board’s archives seem to
show that the ABCFM'’s Bulgarian sta-
tions played a critical role in the mis-
sion’s further expansion in
southeastern Europe. For example,
correspondence dated a few years be-
fore the proclamation of the new Al-
banian state underscores the
necessity of creating an Albanian com-
mittee [25]. The archives also contain
important official documents about
little known meetings, such as the
central conference of the Macedonian
churches in Radovich [26].

The American Board collection
provides a singular opportunity for new
research into the biographies of Bul-
garians who worked with the American
missionaries and were affiliated with
their institutions. One notable example
of these little-known historical figures
is Rada Pavleva (Pavlova), a teacher
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in the American school for girls in Mon-
astir (Bitola, Macedonia), who also
served as the assistant of the school’s
American missionary principal, Mary L.
Matthews [27]. Described as a “de-
voted native teacher” [28], Pavleva
worked at the institution for more than
25 years, teaching students of many
backgrounds, Bulgarians, Albanians,
Serbians, Jews, and others.

* % *

The foregoing are only a few ex-
amples of possible topics of study and
opportunities for research in the Amer-
ican Board archives. The collection’s
importance for the history of Bulgaria
and neighboring countries is undeni-
able, and the American Research Insti-
tute in Turkey anticipates that it will be
a vital primary resource for Bulgarian
scholars investigating the birth and de-
velopment of their nation. ARIT also
welcomes inquiries and applications
from qualified, advanced Bulgarian
university students who are interested
in temporary, unpaid internships to as-
sist in the archival cataloguing pro-
cess.
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Abstract

The article presents the design
and results of the project ,Romanian —
Bulgarian cross-border joint natural
and technological hazards assessment
in the Danube floodplain Calafat-Vidin
— Turnu Magurele-Nikopol sector” in
two main research directions. The pro-
Jject aims to improve the existing data-
base on natural and technological
risks on both sides of the border area
between Romania and Bulgaria and to
increase the transparency of informa-
tion available, but also to raise aware-
ness of all stakeholders (local
authorities, municipalities, offices) in
the prevention and combating emer-

gencies. The study is planned to eval-
uate the incidence of natural and
technological hazards, to ensure envir-
onmental protection and sustainable
development of the study area and
support the effective management of
risk in the border area.

INTRODUCTION

The general aim of project is to
improve the already existent informa-
tion on natural and technological haz-
ards on both Romania and Bulgaria
border area and increase access in
terms of availability and dissemination
for all the interested actors (local gov-
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ernment, municipalities, emergency
situation inspectorates etc.). The other
aspect of the study is planning to ac-
cess the incidence of natural and tech-
nological hazards in order to ensure
environmental protection and sustain-
able development of the study area.

The project was implemented
through the Cross border cooperation
program Romania — Bulgaria 2007 -
2013 within period from June 2012 to
November 2013. The priority Axis is
no. 2 ‘Environment’. Detail information
is put on the project website:
www.robuhaz-dun.eu. The research
are includes administrative units of
Bulgarian and Romanian side from the
region Vidin-Calafat to Nikopol-Turnu
Magurele (Fig. 1).

Five partners have been involved
for implementation of the project:

1. Institute of Geography, Ro-
manian Academy, Bucharest, Romania
(Lead Partner)

2. National Institute of Geophys-
ics, Geodesy and Geography, Bulgari-
an Academy of Sciences, Sofia,
Bulgaria (Partner 2)

3. Research Institute for Analyt-
ical Instrumentation (ICIA), Cluj-Napo-
ca, Romania (Partner 3)

4. Geological Institute, Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria
(Partner 4)

5. University of Craiova, Geo-
graphy Department, Craiova, Romania
(Partner 5)

Figure 1. Research area

OBJECTIVES

1. To elaborate a joint integrated
GIS database for the Calafat-Vidin —
Turnu Magurele-Nikopol Danube
Floodplain sector.

2. To identify the natural
technological hazards typologies.

3. To assess the vulnerability to
the natural and technological hazards.

4. To elaborate the specialised
natural and technological hazards
maps.

5. To assess soil and water qual-

and
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ity and aquifer vulnerability to pollution
with nutrients, pesticides and heavy
metals.

6. To identify the best sustain-
able development strategies for envir-
onmental protection.

7. To disseminate the results of
the research to interested actors in the
border area through joint events.

ACTIVITIES

1. First Steering Committee Meet-
ing, Bucharest.
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2. Web-site design, continuously
updated with new information.

3. Joint GIS database elabora-
tion.

4. ldentification of the natural and
technological hazards typologies.

5. Joint Round-table on “Hazard
maps assessment and mapping” invit-
ing specialists dealing with natural and
technological hazards protection and
management”, Bucharest.

6. Joint Round-table on “Hazard
maps assessment and mapping” invit-
ing specialists dealing with natural and
technological hazards protection and
management”, Sofia.

7. Fieldwork campaigns for meas-
urements using LIDAR radar to obtain
accurate altimetry maps.

8. Elaboration of vulnerability in-
dicators for natural and technological
hazards.

9. The establishment of the com-
mon methodology for hazard maps.

10. Interim Steering Committee
Meeting, Sofia.

11. Elaboration of the specialised
natural and technological hazards
maps.

12. Field campaigns for assess-
ing soil and water vulnerability to pollu-
tion.

13. Data processing interpretation
regarding soils and water quality.

14. Final Steering Committee
Meeting, Craiova.

15. Romanian-Bulgarian Summer
School on “Sustainable development
and natural and technological hazards
in the Danube Floodplain® for uni-
versity students, young scientists,
Craiova-Calafat.

16. Development and publishing
of the number of promotional materi-
als.

17. Publishing of technical guide
and university lecture course in the
problems of natural and technical haz-

ards.
18. Dissemination of the results
through various actions and events.

PROJECT
RESULTS

IMPLEMENTATION

The publication observes two
main issues examined as part of the
project — landslide hazards and water
pollution.

LANDSLIDE HAZARD STUDIES

A database for hazards on both
banks along the river has been com-
posed. The data for hazards that was
collected by Geological Institute (Part-
ner 4) concerned landslides along the
Danube river banks and its tributaries,
erosion, loess collapsibility, water
sources and groundwater pollution.

The specifics of the database of
geological hazards is that they have
often sheet distribution. Another as-
pect of the operation of the database
is in shaping datasets of landslides in
the research sector. It was compelling
examination of a significant volume of
landslides in the research area, con-
sultation and on-site inspections to fill
the empty rows in the database. Such
data were needed for clarification of
mechanisms of landslides, their depth
and their state of activity. Attention
was paid to some of the more risky
landslides in the areas of Nikopol and
Oryahovo, and also in insufficiently ex-
plored areas, such as near the villages
of Tsar Simeonovo and Botevo (Fig. 2).

Landslide’'s data relate to phe-
nomena occurred mainly in the areas
of Oryahovo (they were tested further
detailed mapping, Fig. 4), Nikopol,
Lom, Gorni Tsibar and Gorni Vadin
(Fig. 5). The database was introduced
and landslides provided by the muni-
cipality of Nikopol and further studies
of archival sources.
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The different methods used to
evaluate the assessment of landslide
hazard have been analyzed. The most
appropriate approaches for the re-
search area have been selected. Addi-
tionally, the physical and mechanical

properties of the main lithological units
were analyzed. We assess the vulner-
ability of the area of Oryahovo Town
and surroundings (Krastanov et al.,
2015). On this basis it is made a mod-
el map of landslide danger in the town.

Figure 3. Landslide hazard zoning of Oryahovo Town area
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This was a pilot model that could be
used at the other settlements in the
area. The assessment of the impact of
various triggering factors on the slopes

Figure 4. Joint field work NIGGG-BAS,
movements, Geological Institute, BAS
and Institute of Geography, Romania

Academy, October 2012
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GROUNDWATER AND RIVER’S
WATER POLLUTION STUDIES

Groundwaters in the lowlands of
the Danube are important for water
supply of settlements in the area. They
are related with specific of the geolo-

Figure 6. Map of As

instability has been clarified. The ex-
pert opinion (applied with hazard map)
was given by the mayor of the town.
Oryahovo for local use (Fig. 3).

Figure 5. Damaged house
by landslide
Gorni Vadin Village,
March 2013

gical structures and relief in the region
(Fig. 8). Simultaneously, these depres-
sions are most subject to the influence
of a variety of natural and anthropo-
genic factors. The whole area of water
bodies was included in the present

content in water sources
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study (Fig. 7). One of the main invest-
igated pollutants in the region is the
arsenic concentration (Fig. 6). The
highest concentrations are found in the

Figure 7. Water Sampling,
October 2012

Figure 9. Public campaign,
Nikopol, April 2013

T e S S I

Figure 11. Public campaign,
Oryahovo 20.11.2013

valley of Ogosta river. High concentra-
tions also are established on the territ-
ories of Dimovo, Oryahovo and
Gulyantsi municipalities.

Figure 8. LiDAR scanning,
September 2013

Figure 12. Public campaign,
Nikopol 21.11.2013
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DISSEMINATION CAMPAIGNS

Dissemination of results was im-
plemented through various activities
and events, including:

Information campaign in schools
(Vidin, Lom, Oryahovo, Selanovt-
si,Valchedram, Mizia, Kozloduy, Niko-
pol etc., Fig. 9 and Fig. 10),
municipalities (Vidin, Dimovo, Lom,
Valchedram, Oryahovo, Nikopol,
Kozloduy, Mizia, Dolna Mitropolia etc.),
villages and town halls, a meeting with
local professionals and business or-
ganizations.

Organization of media events un-
der the terms of the contract: Vidin -
with broadcasts on local TV, Oryahovo
and Nikopol (Fig. 11 and Fig. 12).

Printing and distribution of promo-
tional materials — bilingual poster, bilin-
gual leaflet, information tables,
T-shirts, caps and pens.

Publication and presentation of
results at conferences (SGEM- Al-
bena), publications (IAEG Congress,
Turin, Italy; Problems of Geography
Journal, Geosciences Conference
2013, Mining and Geology Journal), is-
suing Technical Guidebook and more.

The Romanian-Bulgarian Summer
School “Sustainable development and
natural and technological risk in the
Danube floodplains” for students and
young scientists, 6 days Craiova-Cala-
fat have been organized as part of pro-
ject activities. The meeting was held in
the period 17-21 November 2013. The
Bulgarian side was represented by ten
young scientists and students and five
lecturers.

The two variants of bilingual tech-
nical guide (Bulgarian-English and Ro-
mania-English versions) have been
published.

CONCLUSIONS

The main results of the project
are related with:

- identification of the natural and
technological hazards typologies in the
research region Calafat-Vidin — Turnu
Magurele-Nikopol.

- creation of joint GIS database
for the investigation region.

- determination of the vulnerabil-
ity to the natural and technological
hazards.

- elaboration of the specialised
natural and technological hazards
maps.

- determination of the soil and
water quality and aquifer vulnerability
to pollution with nutrients, pesticides
and heavy metals.

- identification of the best sustain-
able development strategies for envir-
onmental protection.

- dissemination of the results of
the research to interested actors in the
border area through joint events.

- publishing of the scientific res-
ults.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL COMPLEX PASSAGE CAVE AT THE
VILLAGE OF KOSHNITSA, MUNICIPALITY OF SMOLYAN

Damyan Damyanov
Regional Museum of History Stoyu Shishkov
3 Dicho Petrov Street, 4700 Smolyan, Bulgaria
E-mail: ddam_sm@abv.bg

Abstract

The article presents the findings
of archaeological explorations of the
Late Antiquity and Mediaeval fortress
at the village of Koshnitsa, Smolyan
Municipality, Smolyan Region — the
Central Rhodopes. Excavations, con-
servation, restoration and the social-
isation of the archaeological structures
have become possible thanks to pro-
Jject THRABYZHE won and success-
fully implemented be Municipality of
Smolyan,European Territorial Coopera-
tion  Programme  ‘Greece-Bulgaria
2007-2013’. The fortress is a part of an
archaeological complex including of a
cave and a fortified prehistoric settle-
ment, a rock sanctuary and a military
fortress-sanctuary.

The archaeological complex ‘Pas-
sage Cave' includes objects and
places characterised by territorial and
functional continuity — from the Stone
— Copper Age to the Middle Ages (5"
millennium BC — 13t century). It is
situated in the Arda part of the
Rhodope Mountains, on a cone-
shaped peak built of marble rocks pen-
etrated from northwest to southeast by
a wide Karst gallery — the Passage
Cave. The peak is situated on the right
bank of the Arda River. Its slopes rise
up to 150 meters above the river (1006
meters above sea level). It is more ac-
cessible from the south slope, along
the saddle: two footpaths start from

there — one on the east and one — on
the west slope. The Passage Cave is a
steep tunnel, with 45° inclination, 35
meters long (Fig. 1). It has a semi-cir-
cular cross-section, widening from
15 m at the upper end to 30 m at the
lower one. The cave is dry all through
the year and provides an all-year-
round shelter on an area of about 0.7
decares (0.173 acres).

The visible architectural monu-
ment (which apparently gave the name
of the peak — Kaleto — the fortress) is
situated within the fortress wall en-
circleing its highest part (Fig. 2 and
Fig. 3). The fortified area also includes
a Passage Cave whose upper end
comes out into the fortress. Most prob-
ably, when the fortress was built, that
end was closed by a wall (one of the
entrances to the fortress in the north),
leading down to the Arda River valley.
It is possible that there also existed a
fortress wall blocking the wide lower
entrance (unexplored) of the cave. If
such was the case, we should add to
the fortified area of the fortress — 3 de-
cares (0,741 acres) — 0.7 decares
(0.17 acres) of cave area. The main
entrance to the fortress (unexplored)
was obviously on its south wall, which
blocks the access from the south
(along the narrow saddle) accessible
on two footpaths — one along the east
and one — along the west slope of the
ridge. The fortified area can be divided
in two parts: northern (North sector) —
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Fig. 1. Passage Cave in the valley of the
Gorna Arda River: north view
(photo by D. Damyanov)

rocky, steep, with inclination to the
East, North and West and southern
(South sector) — even and suitable for
building (Fig. 3).

The first archaeological excava-
tions of the fortress were made to ‘test
the waters’ and were, to a large extent,
provoked by the busy treasure — hunt-
ing activity in its interior. They were

Fig. 2. Passage Cave with the north
fortress wall: north view
(photo by D. Damyanov)

carried out in 1993 by the Regional
Museum of History ‘Stoyu Shishkov’ —
Smolyan [1, p. 492-495]. More system-
atic explorations were carried out in
2011 and 2012 thanks to the project
won and successfully implemented by
the Municipality of Smolyan ,Thracian
and Byzantine Cultural Heritage in the
Rhodopes and the North Aegean

Fig. 3. Plan of the architectural excavations 2011-2014
(Drawn by architect M. Kamenova)
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Coast’ - THRABYZHE, funded by
the European Territorial Cooperation
Programme ‘Greece-Bulgaria 2007-
2013’ [2]. The aim of the excavations
was to uncover the foundations of the
east, north and west walls, their equip-
ment and interior rooms in order to
make possible the engineering activit-
ies resulting in the conservation and
restoration, socialization and the ex-
posure of the archaeological site (Fig.
2).

North Sector

The archaeological excavations
at the above mentioned fortress walls
were carried out on a strip 1.2 m -
1.5 m wide along the inner face and 1
m wide along the outer face. They
were carried out in the north half of the
fortress (visible from the nearby vil-
lages — Koshnitsa and Turyan) as well
as from the road along the Arda River.
85 m of fortress walls were examined.
The curtain was 1.7 m — 1.8 m thick.
The building technique used was opus
implectum — typical of the Late An-
tiquity fortresses 51" — 6t century [2, p.
32-36; 3, p. 63-67]. The masonry was
double sided, predominantly built with
natural local limestone and bound with
white mortar. The filling (emplekton)

consisted of local stones, different in
size, also bound with white mortar.
The fortress walls were not dug into
the rock. The face (outer and inner) is
perpendicular and even; there is no
socle (bank) to define the substructure
(Fig. 4 and Fig. 5). With very
few exceptions, no mortar was
used to build their foundations on the
rocks.

The north fortress wall (the best
preserved one) is 47.3 m long. Some
parts rise as high as 2.5 m — 3 m. The
arc-shaped wall covers the north slope
of the peak; its curtain bends three
times (Fig. 2 and Fig. 4). Its northwest
corner is round on the outside and its
northeast one is completely destroyed.
In the northwest corner two transverse
walls were uncovered, 0.6 m — 0.7 m
thick, adjacent to the inner side of the
curtain, the masonry being made of
stone and mud. The walls have a shal-
low base (it was not not dug into the
ground) and, most probably, were
used as a storage room 3.9 m long; on
the other hand, they could have been
the base of wooden stairs leading to
the platform in the northwest corner of
the fortress. The thorough excavations
of the area adjacent to the inner side
of the fortress wall uncovered ground
storerooms in the northwest and north-

Fig. 4. Part from the north fortress wall, outer side — northwest view: left — fully

uncovered; right — after conservation and restoration (Photo by D. Damyanov)
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Fig. 5. East view of the north fortress wall: Left — fully uncovered; right — after
conservation and restoration (Photo by D. Damyanov)

east corners where the ground is com-
paratively flat. In one of them, in situ,
a pythos (a vessel for holding liquid)
buried in the soil was uncovered.
On the same ground level a number
of crockery fragments from vessels
for cooking and holding liquids were

uncovered as well as many iron ob-
jects: knives, nails, brackets, locks
and keys. The coins uncovered from
that level date back to the end of
the 5% — 6% century, most of them
minted by Emperor Justinian | (527-
565).

Fig. 6. North view of the west fortress wall: left — fully uncovered; right — after
conservation and restoration (Photo by D. Damyanov)

>
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The west fortress wall is 38.30 m
long. Its northwest corner is preserved
best — its outer side reaching up to
0.9 m. The inner side is preserved in
1-2 lines of masonry. The curtain is
straight; directed north-south. The
west fortress (south end) wall ends
with a tower built near a steep rock
face. South of the rock the fortress

wall was directed northwest-
southwest. At present, 10 m of wall
are completely missing. The
foundation of the wall can be traced
along the ground in the south
half of the fortress where
the main entrance is situated
(Fig. 6).

The west wall has an outer tower.
It was a viewpoint to the north, west
and south (to the access paths
to the fortress) where one of the
paths leading to the fortress still ex-
ists. The tower reveals a broad view of
the nearby villages — Koshnitsa and
Turyan. One of the antiquity roads of
the Central Rhodopes passed
through them, the one connecting the
Thracian Plain with the north Aegean
coast [4, p. 103; 5, p. 269-284]. The
tower is rectangular in shape. It is
structurally connected to the fortress
wall and was built in the same manner
— using the same building technique —
double-sided masonry of crushed
stone bound by white mortar, but its
walls are thinner. The tower measures
5.5 m north-south and 3.4 m east-
west. The preserved part of its founda-
tion reaches up to 0.7 m in height.
The thickness of the front wall is 1.10
m and the side walls are 1m thick. The
entrance to the tower was built on the
fortress wall. It was preserved in a
substructure up to 0.4 m high and is 1
m — 1.05 m wide. There is no visible
threshold. The inner space of the
tower measures 2.5 m (width) and 3.5
m (length). Probably wooden stairs

started from there-leading to the
top,where, most probably, there was a
watch landing. The examinations of
the possible layout of the east wall did
not lead to its uncovering. It must have
been 40 meters long. No remains of its
substructure or traces of mortar layer
or digging a bed for its foundation in

the rock were uncovered - it was,
most probably, completely destroyed
(Fig. 7).

The crack in the rock across the
eastern slope (0.2 m - 0.3 m wide)
is probably the result of an earthquake
of a great magnitude resulting in
the slide of the curtain down the
slope, destroying completely both the
northeast and southeast corners of
the fortress. Apparently it was the
earthquake which led to the tear and
collapse along the west slope of
one sector of the southwest wall south
of the tower. An identical situation was
recorded during the examination
of the fortress near the town of
Smolyan. Its southeast corner was
also torn and collapsed taking with it
part of the east wall and the
foundation [6, p. 91]. To be more spe-
cific as to when exactly the two
abovementioned fortresses were des-
troyed by an earthquake we should
take into account their state at the time
of their uncovering. The archaeologic-
al situation of the inside parts of
their curtains is identical and unam-
biguous. Both were burnt down and
abandoned after they were conquered
during the second half of the 6" cen-
tury. Both were re-inhabited from
the end of the 11t century till the
beginning of the 13% century. So,
it is obvious that between the
end of the 6" century and the end
of the 11% century one or a series
of strong earthquakes had
destroyed both fortresses [7, p. 87,
178, 217].
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Fig. 7. North view to the battlement of the west fortress wall: left — the base is fully
uncovered; right — after conservation and restoration (Photo by D. Damyanov)

During the archaeological excava-
tions in 2011 and 2012 the cultural lay-
ers of the inner side of the north
fortress wall were thoroughly ex-
amined. The wall itself, 2.5 m — 3 m
high in its central parts, had managed
to stop the erosion and the washing
out of the soil and preserve the traces
of habitation of the marble peak during
earlier ages. The comparatively steep
slopes contributed to the constant slid-
ing and re-depositing of the ceramic
material. Examining from top to bottom
the stratigraphy of the site in North
Sector from outermost to innermost we
can draw the following conclusions:

1. Up to 0.3 meters at the in-
ner side of the north fortress wall in
the cultural layer, crockery from 11th —
beginning of 13t century prevails. It is
the second and last stage of the habit-
ation of the fortress. It was not re-
gistered by examining the architecture,
but mainly by examining the crockery

88 -

of the time - vessels for cooking or
holding liquids (tara) as well as a few
bronze coins used at the beginning of
the 13t century which marked the end
of the period. During that time a
chapel was built in the South Sector
on top of the ruins of the church dating
from the end of 4th — 6t century.

2. The crockery uncovered
at depth from 0.3 m to 0.7 m is mainly
from the 6% century. All the coins dat-
ing from the end 5% century to the
second half of 6™ century were un-
covered at depth 0.3 m — 0.5 m. That
period marked the first stage, a stage
connected with the building of the fort-
ress by the Byzantine Empire (during
the reign of Justinian 1), its conquering
and burning down during the second
half of the 6" century. The great num-
ber of vessels for holdiong liquid (tara)
cooking and dining crockery, coins
with the images of Justin | (518-527)
and Justinian | (527-565) prove the
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heyday of the development of the fort-
ress towards the middle of the 6% cen-
tury.

3. At the end of the 4t and
the beginning of the 5t century a small
church  was built in the South
Sector functioning till the fall of the
fortress.

4. During Antiquity, Iron and
late Bronze age (16" century BC — 4th
century) the peak was used as a sanc-
tuary judging by the fine, richly decor-
ated dining crockery. It was uncovered
mainly in layers at depth 0.7 m — 1.1
m. So far there has been no evidence
of the existence of Thracian fortress or
settlements.

5. During the early Bronze
Age the peak was probably used as a

fortified refuge and sanctuary. Crock-
ery from that time ( very concentrated)
was uncovered mainly in layers 1.1 m
— 1.3 m deep.

6. Crockery from the late
Stone-Copper Age (6t — 4t
millennium BC) prevails in the cultural
layers uncovered at 1.3 m — 2.5 m
depth. Uncovered at 2.3 m — 2.5 m
depth, a cylider shaped hole with
ashes from a burnt pole (0.16 m — 0.18
m in diameter) at about 1 m
away from the inner side of the fort-
ress wall) proves the existence of a
wooden fortification at the top at that
time. the pole is, most probably, a
remnant from a palisade, stabilised on
stone foundations from both sides
(Fig. 8).

Fig. 8. A hole from a burnt pole from a palisade in the late Chalcolithic Age

J

(Photo by D. Damyanov)
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South Sector

Unlike the steep rocky northern
part of the archaeological site in the
fortress, the southern half is flat. The
fortress wall is almost fully destroyed
and only few remains can be found on
site.

The archaeological excavations
were concentrated in the east part of

the South sector where destructions

of buildings oriented East — West
can be found which lead to the
conclusion that there used
to be a Christian temple. The
examinations proved the above hypo-
thesis. Between 2012 and 2014

the foundations of a chapel and a
church were uncovered (Fig. 3 and
Fig. 9).

Fig. 9. Plan of the chapel and the church in the South sector of the fortress
(Drawn by: architect M. Kamenova)
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The earlier-built temple was a
small one-knave church: no narthex, a
comparatively big semi-circular apse
and a two-step sintron. Very little of it
is preserved as it was used for building
material for the chapel. The length of
the church (including the apse) is 9.5
m. The outside measures of the naos
are as follows: length — 8.1 meters,
width — 5.3 meters. The opening of the
apse is 2.3 meters and its depth — 1.15
meters (Fig. 10). The two-step sintron

90 *

is 0.45 meters wide, the lower step
(preserved in substructure) is 0.15
meters wide and the upper one (pre-
served up to 0.65 meters in height) is
0.3 meters wide. The sitron is adjacent
to the apsidal wall (i.e. has no struc-
tural connection to it). It is 0.7 m deep
and its opening is 1.4 m in diameter.
The church has one entrance, in the
middle of the west wall. Its estimated
width is 1.4 m, i.e. roughly the same
as the diameter of the opening of the
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sintron.

The church was built with stone
and mud. The walls are 0.6 — 0.7 m
thick at the naos and 0.9 m thick at the
apse (Fig. 11). Tiles of porous lime-
stone (travertine, tufa) were un-
coveredevidence that they were used
in building: both as belts levelling and
fortifying the walls and as ornaments.
The fact that tufa stones were not yiel-
ded locally, together with some peculi-

arities of the plan of the church (such
as the proportionally big semi-circular
apse) prove that the temple was built
earlier, probably in times of peace,
after Christianity became the official
religion in the Roman Empire — i.e. the
end of 4t — 5t century.
The excavations down to floor lever
uncovered an uneven layer of sail,
ashes and charcoal, evidence that the
temple was pillaged around 5t — 6t

Fig. 10. The foundations of the church and the chapel, north view
(Photo by D. Damyanov)

Fig. 11. The apse and the sintron of the church from end of 4t — end of 6% century) left:
west view of the sintron; right — view of the apse from above

(Photo by D. Damyanov)
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century. Fragments from a cup col-
oured in rusty red with 2 handles (4t —
6t century), fragments from glasses
with or without handles and window
glass. No floor covering
was found.

The second temple, the chapel, is
synchronic with the second period of
the fortress — 11t — the beginning of
13t century. The foundations of north
and south walls of the chapel have
been preserved in substructure as well
as its southeast corner with part of the

south arc of the apse. The preserved
outside dimensions of the chapel are:
length — 5.1 m and width — 4.25 m. Its
walls have been uncovered at 0.4 —
0.5 m depth of the level of the site and
were founded on the remains of an
earlier building. They are 0.7 m — 0.75
m thick and were built with stone and
mud. Treasure-seekers have re-
peatedly dug at and eventually com-
pletely destroyed its west wall and the
greater part of its apse (Fig. 9 and Fig.
12).

Fig. 12. A chapel from the 11t — beginning of 13! century: left — east view;

Although the examination of the
church in Koshnitsa has not finished

yet, it is a fact that it had been built be-
fore the fortress walls were, i.e. it was
not built between the end of the 5t
and 6" century to serve the needs of
the people working in the fortress, but
earlier — between the end of the 4t
and the beginning of the 5% century
the result of ‘inheriting’ the sacred
place, the local spiritual centre (Axis
mundi) where people could communic-
ate with Gods/God. More evidence
supports the earlier dating: the build-
ing technique (stone and mud); the us-
age of imported stone, porous
limesone (tufa, travertine) made into
rectangular bricks and tiles the propor-
tionally big apse with sintron [8, p. 69];
the uncovered (below floor level) frag-
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right — west view (Photo by D. Damyanov)
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ments of glass and crockery character-
istic of the second half of the 4" and
the beginning of the 5t century.

The coincidence of a suitable site

with favourable conditions for the
building of a fortress on the peak (with
a Passage Cave), its proximity to set-
tlements (work force) and its access to
one of the trans-Rhodopean roads
(connecting Inland and Aegean
Thrace), as well as, probably, the ‘sac-
redness’ of this place predetermined
its choice for building a fortress —
sanctuary. It also functioned as a milit-
ary fortress [9, p. 33-44] a place where
the local civilians found shelter. The
fortress was, probably, managed by a
garrison whose task was to watch and
protect the communications along the
Central road through the Central



Made in Bulgaria with European Support

Rhodopes [10, p. 9-11].

The fortress near Koshnitsa is
one of the many castles [11, p. 12-31],
which, according to Prokopij Kesarijski
(chronicler, a contemporary of the
events), by order of Emperor Justinian
| (527-565) were either refurbished or
rebuilt or newly built in the European
part of the Byzantine Empire. Probably
because they belonged to the third
type and were smaller (compared to
the city fortresses), the names of those
in the mountains, particularly in the
Central Rhodopes, remained unknown
to Prokopij. Due to lack of precise in-
formation, he mentioned them as ‘a
countless number of castles’ [12, p.
446]. The purpose of their construction
was to create a strong fortress system
for protection of the borders (along the
Danube in the North) and the inside
the country — along Stara Planina (the
Balkan), Sredna Gora (Middle Forest)
and the Rhodopes — from the frequent
invasions of the Slavs who wanted to
plunder and conquer new territorie: in
the middle of the 6% century they even
succeeded in reaching Salonika and
besieged it.
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APXEOJIOT'MYECKU KOMMNJIEKC
»MPOXOOHA MNMELWEPA" MNMPU C.
KOWHWUUA, OBLLNUHA CMOJIAH

OamsH amsiHOB

PervoHaneH ncrtopuyecku mysemn
,CT1oto WnwkoB®,
yn. ,Advnyo Metpos“ Ne 3, 4700 CmonsH,

Pe3rome

Cmamusima npedcmass pe3ynmamu
om apxeosioeudeckume rnpoy4YyeaHusi Ha
KbCHO@HMu4YHama u cpedHOBEKOBHA
kpenocm npu c. KowHuya, obw,. CMOJSISH,

o6n. CwmonsH — CpedHu  Podonu.
lMpoyysaHemo, KOHcepsauusima,
pecmaspauyusima u couuanuizayusma Ha
apxumekmypHume cmpykmypu ca
nocmueHamu 6bnazodapeHue Ha

criedesieHUss U yCnewHO OCbWeCcmeeH
npoekm THRABYZHE Ha ObuwuHa
CmonsH no ,[lpoepamama 3a Esponelicko
mepumopuarnHo cbmpydHU4eCcmeo
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Mpuyus - bwreapus, 2007 - 2013“
Kpenocmma e yacm om apxeosio2u4ecku
KOMI/IeKC, CbCMOSW, ce om newepHo u
YKPEerneHo  rpaucmopuyecko  XXunuuje,
cKanHo ceemuniuuwe U B80€eHHa Kpernocm-
ybexuuje.

CnenadeHuemo  Ha  nodxodswu
mepeHHU ycrioeusi 3a cmpoumesicmeo Ha
kpernocm Ha ebpxa ¢ [lpoxodHama
newepa, b6nusocmma My 00 HacesieHU
mecma (pabomHa pbka) u 0o eduH om
mpaHcpodorickume nbmuwa, cebp3sawy
BompewHa u Ezelcka Tpakus, kKakmo u
8ep0osImMHO ,ceemocmma‘“ Ha moea MsiICmo
ca npedonpedenunu u3zbopa My 3a
usepaxdaHemo Ha Kpenocm-ybexuuwe.
Kpenocmma e 6una obcnyxeaHa Hal-
8epOSIMHO OmM 2apHU30H, KoUumo e umar
3a0ayama O0Oa Habnwodasa U oxpaHsiea
rnogepeHuss U yd4acmbk om LleHmpanHus
nbm npe3 CpedHume Podonu, kakmo u da
noddbpxka KOMyHUKayuume o Heeo. B
Hesi 8peMeHHO e Hamuparno ybexuwe
UuBUTHOMO HacesieHUe om OKO/THOcmma.
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Assoc. Prof. LEANDER LITOV, PhD

Faculty of Physics, Department of Atomic Physics
Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”
Phone: +359 2 8161 410, E-mail: litov@phys.uni-sofia.bg
www.cern.ch/litov

Assoc. Prof.
~ Leander Litov is
_|head of the

Bulgarian scientific
team at CERN, the
W European

- "2 Organization for
" @ Nuclear Research.

N§According to the
on-line tool
InCites™ he is

| SO / currently the most
cited Bulgarian scholar.

Education

1970-1973 High School ,G.S.
Rakovski“, Sofia, Physics- and math-
ematics class, IT-specialization

1973-1975 compulsory military
service

1975-1980 University of Sofia,
Faculty of Physics, Nuclear and
particle physics

1990, PhD Joint Institute for Nuc-
lear Research (JINR) — Dubna, Russia

1997, Habilitation University of

Sofia, Faculty of Physics, Particle and
nuclear physics

Academic Career

Research Associate

1979-1980 Laboratory for Theor-
etical Physics, JINR-Dubna, Russia

1980-1981 Institute for Nuclear
Research and Nuclear Energy — Sofia

1981-1983 Laboratory for Theor-
etical Physics, JINR-Dubna, Russia

1983-1990 Laboratory for Nucle-
ar Problems, JINR-Dubna, Russia

Assistant Professor
1985-1991 Atomic Physics Dept.,
University of Sofia “St.KI.Ohridski”

Head Assist. Professor
1991-1997 Atomic Physics Dept.,
University of Sofia “St.KI.Ohridski”

Associate Professor

as of 1997 Atomic Physics Dept.,
University of Sofia “St. Kliment Ohrid-
ski”
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Scientific Associate
2003-2005 CERN, PH Depart-
ment

Fields of expertise:

(A) Design and construction of
experimental equipment

(B) Monte Carlo simulation and
data analysis

(C) Theoretical research in the
field quntum physics

(D) Computer drug design

Publications
than

131 papers cited more
12000 times.

Awards

1986 First Prize of JINR for the
best experimental proposal,

1990 First Prize of JINR for a
series of papers on investigation of
colour-screening effects in hadron-
nucleus interactions;

2005 Second Prize of JINR for
measurement of form-factors of Ke3
decays.

2007 Second Prize of Scientific
and Educational Expo, Plovdiv, 2007
for "Virtual Screening and computer
simulations for drug design"

Science-management
ence

experi-

Establishing of the Particle Phys-
ics Group at the University of Sofia, its
supervision and management (includ-
ing both material and human re-
sources);

Organization of Bulgarian parti-
cipation in particle physics experi-
ments (CMS, NA48, NA49, NAG2);

Organization of conferences and
workshops;
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Team-work organization at big in-
ternational research centers (11 years
at JINR, Dubna; 14 years at CERN);

Organization and supervision of
the (certified) Laboratory on Particle
physics in Sofia;

Organization and supervision of a
Grid laboratory at Sofia University;

Supervision and management of
large-scale research projects (for de-
tails, see below).

Offices held

Member of the Scientific Council
of the Laboratory for Nuclear Problems
of JINR, Dubna (1987-1990);

Member of the Expert Commis-
sion on HEP of the Laboratory for Nuc-
lear Problems of JINR, Dubna
(1987-1990);

Member of the Scientific Council
of the Laboratory for Particle Physics
of JINR, Dubna (1989-1990);

Member of Bulgarian National
Commission for collaboration with
JINR, Dubna (1998-1999);

Member of Bulgarian National
Commission for collaboration with
CERN (1999-2000 and since 2006);

Member of the CMS Collaboration
Board (since 1993);

Member of the CMS RDMS (Rus-
sia and Dubna Member States) Collab-
oration Board (since 1995);

Member of European Commission
for Future Accelerators (ECFA) (since
1999);

Member of Bulgarian National
Commission on HEP (since 2002).

Member of NA62 Steering Com-
mittee (since 2006).

Supervision of research pro-
jects (current)

¢ CMS, on the part of the Uni-
versity of Sofia / Ministry of Science
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and Education;

¢ CMS-related R&D work / Joint
research project Bulgaria — JINR,;

¢ NA48 / JINR, Dubna;

¢ Rare kaon decays / Bulgarian
National Science Foundation;

¢ Development of Grid infrastruc-
ture / Bulgarian National Science
Foundation;

Pedagogical activity

¢ Design, organization and super-
vision of the Masters curriculum in
"Nuclear and particle physics" at the
University of Sofia;

¢ General course on
physics";

¢ Specializing course “The stand-

"Particle

ard model of electroweak and strong
interactions”;

¢ Specializing course “Beyond the
Standard Model”;

¢ Supervision of diploma-
PhD students (26 and 10, resp.);

¢ “Introduction to Particle Phys-
ics” — University textbook;

¢ Supervision of the annual
Open-Day programme in HEP at Sofia
University, frequent popular lectures
for the pupils from the National School
for Natural Sciences and for physics
students in the first semesters.

and

Talks and invited talks at many in-
ternational conferences, schools and
workshops.

Prof. NIKOLAI LAZAROV, MD, PhD, DSc

Faculty of Medicine, Department of Anatomy and Histology
Medical University — Sofia
Phone: +359 2 9172 525, E-mail: nlazarov@medfac.acad.bg
http://nikolai.lazarov.pro/

Originally  from
Vidin, Bulgaria,
Dr. Nikolai Laz-
arov  received
_his MD from the
% Medical Uni-
versity in Sofia
in 1981, his
PhD in Neurobi-
ology from the
Thracian Uni-
versity in Stara
Zagora in 1991
and his DSc from the same university
in 2000.

Dr. Lazarov was appointed Assist-
ant Professor at the Thracian Uni-
versity in Stara Zagora in 1982 and in

1994 he became Associate Professor
at the Department of Anatomy. In
November 2001 he was promoted to a
Full Professor at the same depart-
ment. Since April 2007 he is a Pro-
fessor of Anatomy and Cell
Neurobiology at the Department of
Anatomy and Histology to the Medical
University in Sofia. He has also been a
collaborating Professor and Head of
the Department of Synaptic Signaliza-
tion and Communications to the Insti-
tute of Neurobiology of the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences since 2010.

His biographical sketch currently
appears in Who's Who in the 21st
Century, Who's Who in the World,
Who's Who in Science and Engin-
eering and 2000 Outstanding Scient-
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ists of the 21st Century.
Academic Appointments and
Present Position

Vice-Dean, Faculty of Medicine,
Thracian University, 2000-2003

Chairman, Department of Ana-
tomy, Faculty of Medicine, Thracian
University, 2000-2007

Member, Faculty Council, Faculty
of Medicine, Thracian University, 1994-
1995; 2000-2007

Member, Academic Board, High
Medical School, 1982-1995

Awards and Honours

1993 COPERNICUS-Fellow;
grant ERB3510PL922161 from the
Commission of the European Com-
munities; University of Ulm, Germany

1994 Commission of the
European Communities; grant CIPA-
CT93-0205 (DG 12 HSMU) from the
EEC and Universitair Centrum Antwer-
pen, Belgium; Research Project 'Func-
tional Morphology of the Autonomic
Nervous System', University of Ant-
werp RUCA, Belgium

1995-1997 AvH Fellow; grant
1015945 from the Alexander von Hum-
boldt Foundation; Research Project
“The Significance of Dopaminergic and
Glutamate Afferents for the Differenti-
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ation of the Striatum”, University of
Ulm, Germany

1997 The First Bulgarian Anatom-
ical Society Dimitri Kadanoff Memorial
Award

1998 M.R.C. Visiting Professor,
Leiden University, The Netherlands

1999 The First Award of the Uni-
on of Scientists in Bulgaria

2000 Visiting Professor, Uni-
versity of Ulm, Germany

2003 The First Award for Scientif-
ic Merits of the Union of Scientists in
Bulgaria

2003 International Scientist of the
Year

2004-2005 AvH Fellow; Research
Project: “Expression of Receptors: Fo-
cus on Histamine Receptors in the
Petrosal Ganglion”, University of Mu-
nich, Germany

2006, 2007, 2008
Visiting Professor, Ludwig-Max-
imilian-University Munich, Germany

2009-2010 Visiting Professor,
Medical University of Pleven
2010 The Medical University-

Sofia “Orahovatz” Award for Outstand-
ing Contributions to Fundamental Sci-
ence
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AWARDS

JOHN ATANASOFF AWARD AND PRIZES ‘2014~

The John Atanasoff Award and
Prizes ‘2014 were awarded for 12th
consecutive year by the President of
the Republic of Bulgaria Mr. Rosen
Plevneliev through an official
ceremony in 8th October 2014. The
John Atanasoff award has been
handed out since 2003 in order to
encourage talented Bulgarian scholars
to offer developments that have a high
potential for practical application.
Throughout the years, as the President
pointed out during the ceremony, the
John Atanasoff awards have become a
point of attraction for the young and
succeeding Bulgarians, no matter
where they work and live.

The John Atanasoff Award ‘2014

for achievements in the sphere of
information and communication
technologies was awarded to Dr. Slav
Petrov, a specialist in computer
linguistics. Being research scientists
and head of research group at Google
Inc., Dr. Petrov attained a lot of
achievements, including a detailed
algorithm for grammatical analysis. His
other invention is a grammar appendix
to Google Translate, which lead to
more precise translations in more than
60 languages, including Bulgarian.
Two John Atanasoff Diplomas for
the practical application of scientific
achievements and for the
implementation of projects of high
public significance were awarded to

* Note: The article is prepared based on official information available on the President's website at:
http://www.president.bg/cat40/630/mladiyat-uchen-d-r-slav-petrov-e-nositel-na-prezidentskata-nagrada-

dzhon-atanasov-za-2014-g.html&lang=en
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Mr. Stavros Stavru and Mr. Plamen
Ivanov, who has been working in the
sphere of topical problems and
innovative  developments for the
management of IT services. They are
also authors of a lot of techniques and
practical exercises, games among
them, in the sphere of the flexible
development of software.

Diplomas for their achievements
in the sphere of mathematics and

AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN
THE SCIENTISTS IN

For a consecutive year the Union
of Scientists in Bulgaria organizes a
competition for outstanding scientific
achievements. This year were awar-
ded four types of prizes.

I. HONORARY DIPLOMA AND
PRIZE MONEY

The awards of this type are clas-
sified by field of science.

Natural Sciences

Dr. Nikolay Minkov Petrov, As-
sociate Professor in the Institute for
Nuclear Research and Nuclear Energy
at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
for a number of papers, published in
the period 2011 — 2013, related to
models of complex deformed nuclei,
symmetries and fine structure of nucle-
ar spectra. In his proposed model sys-
tem he gives a detailed description of
complex mechanisms, which lead to
solutions of fundamental problems in
the field of nuclear physics.

information technologies received Mr.
Encho Mishinev and his teacher Mr.
Anton Shikov, the student Mr.
Kristian Krumov and his teacher Mr.
Krasimir Asenov and Mr. Stefcho
Nakov.

During the ceremony the Head of
State also awarded Ms. Maria
Tsvetkova, the winner of the
competition for choosing a logo of the
John Atanasoff awards.

SCIENCE OF THE UNION OF
BULGARIA ‘2014*

Dr. Todorka Gancheva
Vladkova, DSc, Professor in the Uni-
versity of Chemical Technology and
Metallurgy for the monograph entitled
“Surface Engineering of Polymeric Bio-
materials” (Published by Smithers
Rapra Technology Ltd., 2013, 604 p.),
two chapters in other monographs and
10 papers in international refereed
journals, related to creation of materi-
als for biomedical and other applica-
tions with improved interactions with
the living matter. The research results
provide an opportunity for develop-
ment and improvement of existing
polymer prostheses, devices for bio-
synthetic processes, polymer blood
vessels, catheters, stents, drug deliv-
ery systems etc.

Engineering Sciences

Corresponding Member Atanas
Dimitrov Kovachev from the Uni-
versity of Forestry for the monograph
“Urbanization” in two volumes. This
book is of great significance to urban

* Note: The following article is prepared based on a synopsis of information entitled “Scientists and
publications awarded in the Competition of the USB for outstanding achievements in 2014” which is
published in Bulgarian in Nauka (Science) — a bi-monthly journal of the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria,

XXV, 2014, 6, pp. 21-22.
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planning and large investment pro-
jects, for shaping of contemporary and
historical concepts of the urban envir-
onment, for development of the urban
planning and its connection to sustain-
able development, ecology and land-
scape.

Dr. Olympia Nikolaeva Roeva,
Associate Professor in the Institute
of Biophysics and Biomedical Engin-
eering at the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences, for 14 papers in the field of
application of artificial intelligence
methods for mathematical modeling,
management and optimization of pro-
cesses. In these works for the first
times are developed various metaheur-
istic techniques and hybrid algorithms
between metaheuristic and classical
optimization techniques. New results
in hybrid techniques are obtained,
which are applied for the first time in
tasks of modeling and management of
fermentation processes.

Medical
ences

and Biological Sci-

Dr. Petya Asenova Dimitrova,
Associate Professor in the Institute
of Microbiology, for a book chapter and
7 papers, dedicated to the develop-
ment of adequate experimental models
of arthritis and osteoarthitis and the in-
troduction of internationally recognized
criteria for diagnosis of disabilities
caused by them. It is determined for
the first time a correlation between
presence of neutrophils in the synovial
fluid in collagenase-induced osteoarth-
ritis and the extent of damage to the
bone.

Humanities

A collective of the Institute of
Bulgarian Language at the Bulgari-

an Academy of Sciences (Dr. Lilia
Krumova-Tsvetkova, DSc, Professor;
Dr. Diana Blagoeva, Associate Pro-
fessor; Dr. Sia Kolkovska, Associate
Professor;  corresponding member
Emilya Pernishka; Dr. Maya Bozhilova;
Dr. Stefana Kaldieva, DSc, Professor;
Dr. Ivan Kasabov, DSc, Professor) for
the monograph entitled “Bulgarian
Lexicology and Phraseology” in three
volumes. This work is considered as
first comprehensive and multifaceted
study on the issue.

Il. Honorary diploma for excel-
lence in science

Dr. Petar Stoyanov Apostolov,
DSc, Associate Professor in the Col-
lege of Telecommunications and Post,
for the monograph “Mathematical ap-
proximations with compressed cosines
and their application”. Through com-
puter experiments the author asserts
his claims for new approaches in this
area. The proposed new approxima-

tion algorithms are applicable in a
wide range of areas.
Dr. Moni Almaleh, DSc, Pro-

fessor in the New Bulgarian University
for his five published monographs.
Most of them are devoted to different
aspects of the biblical narratives.
Hebrew notions about realities in the
Old Testament are decoded, including
the names of some biblical personalit-
ies. Proposed are a number of original
and persuasive analysis and interpret-
ations. They have not only linguistic
character, but also unmistakable her-
meneutical value.

Ill. Honorary diploma for sci-
entific applied contribution

Dr. Boris Ivanov Evstatiev, As-
sociate Professor in the “Angel
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Kunchev” University of Ruse for five
studies, 15 articles and a monograph
entitled “Application of modeling and
simulation of physical processes in di-
mensioning and exploiting of buildings
with green roofs”. In these papers is
developed an new model for determin-
ing the average daily temperature con-
ductivity of the soil, a new method for
determining the total solar radiation.
Modeled are heat and mass exchange
processes in buildings with green and
tile roofs.

Dr. Katia Grozeva Issa, Associ-
ate Professor in the University of Ar-
chitecture, Civil Engineering and
Geodesy for the monograph “Lan-
guage and building construction”. The
author offers a theoretical and method-
ological model of teaching construction
and architectural terminology. The
study make a contribution to applica-
tion and practical knowledge of the
Bulgarian language used for special
and professional goals.

Academician Todor G. Nikolov
for the book “Fundamentals of paleon-
tology and historical geology”. Con-
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ceived as university textbook, this
work takes a much broader character
and represents new knowledge in an
accessible form and manner, which
stirs thoughts about the studied pro-
cesses and phenomena related to the
history of the planet Earth and the
evolution of the organic world.

IV. Honorary diploma for excel-
lence in PhD dissertations

llvie Abipova Konedareva from
the “St. Clement of Ohrid” Sofia Uni-
versity for the dissertation entitled
“The Bulgarian novels after 1989:
changes in the poetics”. The work is
considered as one of the firsts suc-
cessful attempts to highlight the liter-
ary field in the end of the 20th and the
beginning of the 21st century. Repres-
ented are the various languages of cri-
ticism and literature. It is clearly shown
how through replacement of the tradi-
tional type of storytelling through dif-
ferent artistic style, who rejects all
resistant norms, it is not allowed the
building of permanent constructs, but
the new novels create different and di-
vergent poetics.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF BULGARIAN SCIENTISTS

Title:

Authors:

Source:

Author Affiliations:

ISSN:
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Author Affiliations:

Assessment of shelf life of Bulgarian industrial FAME by the use of
modified ASTM D2274 as accelerated oxidation method

Rosen K. Dinkov', Dicho S. Stratiev’, Ivelina K. Shishkova', Slavi K.
Ivanov?, Tanya T. Tsaneva?, M. Mitkova?, M. Skumov?

Fuel Processing Technology, Volume 130, February 2015, Pages 245-
251.

'LUKOIL Neftohim Burgas JSC, Bulgaria

2University Assen Zlatarov, Burgas, Bulgaria

0378-3820

Treatment Outcome Results from the Bulgarian Acromegaly
Database: Adjuvant Dopamine Agonist Therapy is Effcient in Less
than One Fifth of Non-irradiated Patients

Vandeva, S.", Elenkova, A.", Natchev, E.1, Kirilov, G.', Tcharaktchiev,
D.1, Yaneva, M.1, Kalinov, K.2, Marinov, M.3, Hristozov, K.4, Kamenov,
Z.5, Orbetzova, M.8, Gerenova, J.7, Tsinlikov, 1.8, Zacharieva, S.!
Experimental & Clinical Endocrinology & Diabetes. 2015, Vol. 123 Issue
1, 66-71, 6 p.

'Clinical Center of Endocrinology and Gerontology, Medical University -
Sofia

2New Bulgarian University, Sofia

3Department of Neurosurgery, University Hospital "St. Ivan Rilski",
Medical University — Sofia

4Clinic of Endocrinology and Metabolic Diseases, University Hospital
SUniversity Hospital "Aleksandrovska" - Clinic of Endocrinology, Medical
University — Sofia

6Clinic of Endocrinology and Metabolic Diseases, University Hospital
"St. George, Medical University — Plovdiv

"Department of Endocrinology, University Hospital "Stara Zagora,
Tracian University — Stara Zagora, Medical Faculty

8UMHAT "Dr. G. Stranski" Clinic of Endocrinology and Metabolic
Diseases, Medical University — Pleven — Pleven

0947-7349

Use of dc Ar microdischarge with nonlocal plasma for identification
of metal samples

Kudryavtsev, A. A.", Stefanova, M. S.2, Pramatarov, P. M.?

Journal of Applied Physics. 2015, Vol. 117 Issue 13, p133303-1-133303-
8. 8p. 2 Diagrams, 6 Graphs.

St. Petersburg State University, 7-9 Universitetskaya nab., 199034 St.
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Petersburg, Russia

?Institute of Solid State Physics, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, 72
Tzarigradsko Chaussee Blvd., 1784 Sofia, Bulgaria

0021-8979

Willy-nilly thin liquid films prevail over foams

Dimo Platikanov', Dotchi Exerowa?

Current Opinion in Colloid & Interface Science, Volume 20, Issue 2, April
2015, Pages 79-80

'University of Sofia, Bulgaria

2Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria

1359-0294

TCTAP A-014 Complete Versus Target-Vessel Revascularization in
NSTEMI Patients

Nikolay Dimitrov’, Kiril Karamfilov', lana Ivaylova Simova?, Rumen lliev’
Current Opinion in Colloid & Interface Science, Volume 20, Issue 2, April
2015, Pages 79-80

'University Hospital St. Ekaterina, Bulgaria

2National Cardiology Hospital, Bulgaria

0735-1097
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Introduction

The International Society for
Eighteen-Century Studies is an organ-
ization that exists for almost half a
century already. It was Theodore Be-
sterman, well known for his monu-
mental work on Voltaire, who
conceived and organized the interna-
tional and interdisciplinary gathering of
scholars and students of the eighteen
century, and who founded ISECS as a
permanent organization in 1967. Since
then The International Society is unit-
ing the efforts of scholars from all over
the world, and from all fields of human-
ities, who are working on different as-
pects of cultural, religious, literary,
artistic, scientific, etc. heritage of the
Century of Enlightenment. Promoting,
encouraging and coordinating such
studies, facilitating the dialog and co-
operation between scholars and sup-
porting the young scientist are set as
main goals of ISECS. One must say
The Society is perusing these goals
with much success, which is evident
by the number of published works,
conferences held and annual interna-
tional seminars for early career eight-
eenth-century  scholars. No less
important merit of The Society is the
establishing of a permanent interdis-

ciplinary dialog and collaboration
between scholars and scientific cen-
ters around the world.

The formation of the International
Society was soon followed by forma-
tion of affiliated national societies as
nowadays such exist in 30 countries
around the world, including Bulgaria.
The Bulgarian Society for Eighteen-
Century Studies (BSECS) was foun-
ded in 1992 and it is currently headed
by Prof. Dr. Angelina Vacheva (Faculty
of Slavic Studies, Sofia University “St.
Climent Ohridsky”). The work of
BSECS was already presented on the
pages of this journal (see Petkova
2013, pp. 56-57).

The Annual ISECS Executive
Committee Meeting, Sofia 2014

In August 2014 BSECS had the
privilege to be a host of the Annual
ISECS Executive Committee (EC)
Meeting and also the River and River
Spaces in the XVIII Century (The
Danube and Other Examples) Confer-
ence. This is the first time when such
events of ISECS are held in Bulgaria.
Associate Professor Dr. habil. Ivan
Parvev, Associate Professor Dr.
Agelina Vacheva and Assistant Pro-
fessor Dr. Maria Baramova formed the
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organizing committee, which was
promising enough for the quality of the
coming event, given their reputation
and experience in organizing interna-
tional events. Important support of the
whole initiative was given by the Cen-
ter of Excellence in Humanities Alma
Mater.

The official program of the event
started on the evening of 25 August
with a reception by the Municipality of
Sofia, on which guests were welcomed
by the head of the organizing commit-
tee Associate Professor Dr. habil. lvan
Parvev and Sofia’s Deputy Mayor for
Culture Dr. Todor Chobanov. The EC
meeting itself took place on 26 August
in the New Conference Hall of the
Sofia University. The present 37 deleg-
ates, representing national societies
affiliated to ISECS, were greeted by
the Rector of Sofia University, Prof.
Ivan lichev, and the President of the
Bulgarian Society Angelina Vacheva.
ISECS President Marc André Bernier
thanked the organizing committee for
the warm welcoming and the admir-
able programme of meetings and
events.

The EC meeting had two working
sessions, during which the points
scheduled in the agenda were dis-
cussed. Since this was the last full
meeting of the current EC, in his open-
ing remarks ISECS President traced
out its main goals until 2015, which in-
cluded the development of new Nation-
al Societies, planning the 2015
Congress in Rotterdam, making the
2015 Executive Committee electoral
list and the election of the overseeing
committee. Following next were the
General Secretary’s report, outlining
main areas of activity over the past
year, and the Treasurer’s report, stat-
ing that ISECS is in healthy financial
situation. The proposed budget for
2014-15 was approved unanimously
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and £20,000 was provided for the
2015 Congress bursary fund.

In her report the Technical Sec-
retary Lynn Roberts noted the lack of
communication from the Chinese Soci-
ety and unpaid subscriptions for num-
ber of years, which would deprive it
from right to participate in the 2015
ISECS elections. As Japanese deleg-
ate Kenta Ohji noted, The Chinese So-
ciety is mostly history orientated and
focused on national, rather than
European research.

The delegates outlined the pro-
gress in developing new national soci-
eties in Australia, South America and
Eastern Europe. The newly forming
Brazilian society was unanimously ac-
cepted as a constituent society of
ISECS, also presented was the
already officially founded Argentinean
society with 60 members.

One of the main subjects of this
meeting was the coming Congress in
Rotterdam in 2015 (such congresses
are held once on every four years) and
a number of question regarding the or-
ganization work were discussed.
ISECS president commented that the
Congress plans are developing ex-
tremely well and expressed gratitude
to the members of the organizing com-
mittee for their professionalism and
devotion. It was also noted that The
Bulgarian Society, via lvan Parvey,
would host the 2016 annual seminar
for young scholars. Finally the list of
candidates for 2015 EC elections was
constituted.

After the working sessions the
guests had time for sightseeing in
Sofia, and the organizers took care to
introduce them with the landmarks of
city center by providing a special
walking tour. This day’s program
was closed by a reception at the
Botanic Garden of Sofia University,
at which delegates were greeted by
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the Scientific Director of the Center of

Excellence in the Humanities
Alma Mater Assoc. Prof. Kostadin
Grozev.

River and River Spaces in the
XVIll Century (The Danube and other
examples) Conference

According to an established tradi-
tion, the Annual ISECS Executive
Committee meeting was accompanied
by a multidisciplinary conference,
which took place on 27 August 2014.
The subject of the conference was
“‘River and River Spaces in the XVIII
Century (The Danube and other ex-
amples)”.

Not merely a geographic realities,
but natural highways, cradle of civiliza-
tions, sources of life and sacred ob-
jects, rivers always had a powerful
hold over the mankind. During the
ages rivers shaped whole societies,
became locations of important historic-
al changes, inspired writers and artists
for their works. By choosing this topic
for the conference, organizers aimed
to give the scholars freedom to cover a
widest possible understanding of rivers
and river spaces in XVIII century, in
political, geo-strategic, economical, so-
cial, culture, etc. aspect. The fact that
the river topic will be further discussed
on this year’s ISECS Congress in Rot-
terdam proves that it presents serious
interest for the scholars.

For the Sofia Conference speak-
ers had a chance to choice between
two general topics: “Rivers as connec-
tions in the 18" century”; and “South-
Eastern Europe as a Danubian space
(environment, culture, history)”. Thir-
teen presentations were made and de-
livered either in English or French. In
relation with the place were the Con-
ference was held, the larger part of
them (8 papers) treated the Danubian

topic. Start of the event was given by
the opening speech of the president of
the Bulgarian Society Angelina Vache-
va. Following next were a number of
interesting historically orientated pa-
pers. Olga Katsiardi-Hening from the
University of Athens made a presenta-
tion about Danube as a “bridge”
between South-Eastern and Central
Europe, which was actually combining
the two general topics of the Confer-
ence — South-Eastern Europe as a
Danubian space and Rivers as con-
nectors. Auditory was given a chance
to further immerse itself in the different
aspects of the Danubian topic by the
following papers, presented by Maria
Baramova (who actually devoted large
part of her scholarly work namely to
studding the role of Danube in the his-
tory of ottoman conquest of South-
Eastern Europe), Harald Heppner
(University of Graz) and Ivan Parvev.
The last paper offered a look at the
Danube River as a marker for the
Habsburg geo-strategy in the 18" cen-
tury. Judging by the subsequent dis-
cussion, speakers managed to
provoke the interest of the auditory
and to raise many questions.

Young eighteen century scholars
were also given a chance to contribute
for the conference. The PhD candidate
from  Sofia  University Antoaneta
Petkova offered at the attention of the
auditory a paper treating the question
about Danube in the oriental politics of
France in the end of 18" century. The
next presentations of lleana Mihaila
(Romanian Accademy of Sciences),
Raya Zaimova (Bulgarian Accademy of
Sciences) and Plamen Mitev (Sofia
University) further diversified the dif-
ferent ways of perception the Danube
River and Danube space in the 18t
century, and were also followed by a
lively discussion.

The two

afternoon sessions
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broadened the geographic scope of
the conference and also came to show
its true multidisciplinary character.
Conrad Brunstrom’s (National Uni-
versity of Ireland, Maynooth) fascinat-
ing presentation “And seas but join the
Regions they Divide: Oceans as
Rivers, Rivers as Oceans in the Eight-
een-Century Literature” took the dis-
cussion from the field of history to that
of literature, and judging by the ques-
tions, it managed to provoke a lot of
thoughts in the audience. The next pa-
pers of Brucchan Carey (Kingston Uni-
versity), Marek Debowsky
(Jagiellonian University), Jean-LucLaf-
font (Université de Perpignan-Via
Domitia) and Rositsa Tasheva (Sofia
University) were devoted to different
and distant geographic regions, from
Niger River, to Vistula and Garonne,
and likewise showed very different ap-
proaches in research, ranging over the
historical, as well as cultural and eco-
nomic aspect of the topic about rivers
and river spaces. Final discussion and
words of gratitude for the hosts put an
end of 2014 ISECS EC Meeting and
accompanying conference.

The program for this evening con-
tinued with a memorable reception in
the Austrian Embassy in Sofia, given
by His Excellency the Ambassador of
Austria Mr. Gerhard Raiveger. In a
short speech ISECS President Marc-
André Bernie expressed on behalf of
the guests true satisfaction from the
superb program of events and thanked
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Ivan Parvev, Angelina Vacheva and
Maria Baramova for their professional
and tireless work that made this pos-
sible. On the next day in more informal
setting ISECS delegates visited the Ri-
la Monastery on a specially provided
trip.

Conclusion

The 2014 ISECS Executive Com-
mittee Meeting and the River and
River Spaces in the XVIII Century (The
Danube and Other Examples) Confer-
ence, held in Sofia without a doubt
lived up to the expectations and
showed high level of organizational
quality. The program, very well bal-
anced between working sessions and
other events, was embraced by the
delegates. Technical and logistical
support was also up to standard. All
this of course has to be rendered to
the professional work of the organizing
committee. All in all 2014 events are
giving good ground for future ISECS
events on Bulgaria, first of which, as
already mentioned, will take place in
2016. And maybe in not distant future
our country will be able to host an
ISECS Congress.
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INTRODUCTION

The Scientific conference “Geo-
graphy and regional science” in honor
of Prof. Dr. Ilvan Batakliev took place
on 30-31 October 2014, in Pazardzhik
(Bulgaria). Organized by the National
Institute of Geophysics, Geodesy and
Geography (NIGGG), Pazardzhik Mu-
nicipality and the Bulgarian Geograph-
ical Society (BGS)', the conference
was held to celebrate the 145" an-
niversary of the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences and was structured in two
parts — plenary sessions and students’
workshop.

The conference was open to local
participants whose contribution to the
event was  especially valuable.
Honored guests were the son of Prof.
Batakliev — Todor Batakliev, delegates
from Pazardzhik municipality, Prof.
Peter Petrov, chairman of BGS, Mrs.
Evgenia Karadzova, CEO (ESRI Bul-
garia) and Prof. Svetloslav Simeonov,
director of the NIGGG. There were
also participants from Bosnia and
Herzegovina. On both of the confer-
ence days the involvement of compan-
ies engaged in the geo-informational
analysis and spatial planning activities

was also well acknowledged and ap-
preciated. Over 100 people gathered
for the event, led not only by their sci-
entific and practical interest, but also
by their esteem and admiration to the
great patriot and scientist Prof. lvan
Batakliev.

PROF. IVAN BATAKLIEV -
ORIGINATOR OF THE
GEOGRAPHICAL SCIENCE

Born on January 24, 1891 in Paz-
ardzhik, Professor Ivan Batakliev is a
notable Bulgarian geographer, actively
engaged in the academic and social
life in Bulgaria in XX century. Prof.
Batakliev’'s significant achievements
and manifold scientific contribution in
the domain of geography and history
are supplemented by his high erudition
and profound knowledge in ethnology,
regional studies, agriculture, hydro en-
gineering and land reclamation. Pivotal
to Prof. Batakliev research works are
the problems of the political geo-
graphy, defining him as the founder of
the political geography studies in Bul-
garia. Not less important is his sub-
stantial input to the regionalization of
Bulgaria referring to the landscape
ecology and climatology. The adminis-

" Bulgarian Geographical Society: https.//sites.google.com/site/geographybgad/
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trative occupation and active civic
position rank Prof. Batakliev among
the Pleiades of founders of mod-
ern geography and science in Bul-
garia.

OPENING

The meeting was opened by the
Research secretary of the National In-
stitute of Geophysics, Geodesy and
Geography - Assoc. Prof. Georgi
Zhelezov, who was extremely de-
lighted to welcome scientists, practi-
tioners, and local authorities sharing
the common geographical spirit of the
event. There were also welcome words
by the mayor of Pazardzhik Mr. Todor
Popov, Prof. Peter Petrov and Mrs. Ev-
genia Karadzova who expressed her
most positive opinion and great honor
to be part of the conference. The Sci-
entific conference “Geography and re-
gional science” was also broadly
covered by the local digital and print
media. Special limited facsimile edition
“Prof. Ivan Batakliev — Selected works”
was promoted and disseminated
throughout the event.

During the conference, three
main objectives were highlighted:

1. To raise the awareness and
draw special attention to the scientific
contribution and socially engaged work
of Prof. lvan Batakliev

2. To present researches and per-
spectives on the geographic investiga-
tion and regional science

3. To conduct students’ workshop
delivering undergraduate and post-
graduate students the opportunity to
present their research work and co-
operation, paving the way through the
geographical science.
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BACKGROUND

The conference was arranged in
thematic areas according to the fields
of interest and more than 70 oral
presentations have been delivered.
The program included a total of eight
sessions organized as follows:

Day 1 — October 30, 2014

1. Plenary session — dedicated to
the contributions of Prof. Batakliev

2. Session “Physical geography
and landscape ecology”, structured in
three sub-sessions

3. Session “Regional, economy
and political geography”, structured in
three sub-sessions

4. Session “Tourism”

5. Session “Cartography
GIS”

6. Session “Geophysics, seismo-
logy and geodesy”

and

Day 2 — October 31, 2014

7. Session “Local studies”

8. Session “Problems of the
mountain regions” — session for PhD
students and young scientists, suppor-
ted by the project “Present transforma-
tions of landscape diversity in
mountain regions in Bulgaria — poten-
tial, land use, nature protection and
conservation”.

The topic of the conference rose
serious interest and the number of pa-
pers and oral presentations was ex-
ceeding the capacity of the plenary
sessions. To the participants of the
conference was also suggested the
possibility give poster presentations at
the conference venue. The proceeding
of the papers collects most of the
presented researches. A special issue
of the journal “Problems of Geo-
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graphy”? dedicated to the event, will
present the most intriguing and key
topic papers.

The major number of attendees
was from the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences and the Sofia University “St.
Kliment Ohridski”, but there was also a
significant number of participants from
universities from all over the country —
University of Architecture, Civil engin-
eering and Geodesy (Sofia), “St. Cyril
and St. Methodius” University of Veliko

Turnovo, Shumen University “Kon-
stantin Preslavski” and South-West
University “Neofit Rilski” (Blagoev-

grad). It was also a great pleasure to
welcome geographers from University
of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The diversity of the talks was en-
riched by the kind participation of
scholars from local Language school
“Bertolt Brecht”, Mathematical high
school “Konstantin Velichkov” and the
Primary school “Prof. Ivan Batakliev”.
Their presentation started with the an-
them of the school and later showed in
a very interactive way the work of their
patron. During the “Local studies” ses-
sion on Day 2 special attention was
delivered to the local history and
memory of the geo-historical and so-
cial settings in the region of Paz-
ardzhik throughout the years.

Before the official adjournment of
the conference, a special open discus-
sion with presentation of the book
“Prof. lvan Batakliev — Selected works”
initiated by the Bulgarian Geographical
Society was held. As being recently
reestablished, there were crucial is-
sues that needed to be tackled.
Moreover, it was extremely important

to receive feedback from the geo-
graphic community, to depict the frame
and deliberate the perspectives con-
cerning the directions of the society,
and also — the activities in the foresee-
able future.

Partnership agreement between
National Institute of Geophysics,
Geodesy and Geography and Paz-
ardzhik Municipality is signed.

Special ceremony with participa-
tion of the scholars from Pazardzhik
on the house and monument of prof.
Batakliev has been organized as part
of the activities of the conference.

Acknowledgement

The organization of the confer-
ence is supported by Pazardzhik muni-
cipality, ESRI Bulgaria, Ltd.,
RegioPlan, Ltd., and Center of Excel-
lence in the Humanities “Alma Mater”
(Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohrid-
ski”).

References
[1] Zhelezov G. (Ed.). (2014).

Prof. Ivan Batakliev — Selected works.
TerArt, Sofia.

2 The “Problems of Geography” journal: http://www.niggg.bas.bg/en/departments/geography/the-
%E2%80%9Cproblems-of-geography%E2%80%9D-journal/



ISSN: 1314-3565





